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THE WORLD IS MY PARISH 

The Messenger 

John Wesley, 

the founder of 

Methodism, 

believed this 

to be true. His 

efforts at 

strengthening 

the faith in 

both those 

who professed 

Christianity as 

well as those 

who claimed 

no relation-

ship with God 

surrounded 

the globe. 

Much of this work was done following his death by 

followers who took up his methodical approach to 

Christian discipleship.  

Today the largest expression of Wesleyan faith, The 

United Methodist Church, spans the globe with 

churches in Asia, Africa, Europe and North America. 

Our global gathering happens every four years at 

General Conference which happened earlier this 

year in May. Our membership is at about 12.5 mil-

lion members worldwide. However, there are other 

Methodist denominations that are Wesleyan that 

are not a part of our denomination. All of these 

make up over 80 million members worldwide and 

truly span the globe with churches in all of the six 

populated continents. 

These Wesleyan churches began to gather in confer-

ence in the late 19th century and continue to meet 

for the World Methodist Conference once every five 

years. I just returned from the 21st World Methodist 

Conference hosted in Houston, Texas where the 

theme was One: God, Faith, People, Mission. It is al-

ways rewarding to meet new brothers and sisters 

who share similar ways of being Christian around the 

planet. I had decided to attend this conference fol-

lowing the wonderful experience I had in Durban, 

South Africa in 2011 where the last one was held. The 

next World Methodist Conference will be in 2021 in 

Sweden. If you are interested in joining me, I would 

love to share more information with you. 

The World Methodist Conference is overseen by 

the World Methodist Council, a body that is made up 

of 80 Wesleyan denominations from 134 countries. 

For this quinquennium (a period of five years), I will 

serve as a delegate on the council. I attended my first 

meeting on Sunday and Monday and look forward to 

sharing ideas with others from such a variety of cul-

tures and places! 

Of course it is good to be back to my local church. I 

will be preaching on Luke 15:1-10 from the lectionary 

and my sermon title will be "An Economy of Grace". If 

you miss it, you should be able to catch it on our 

church's Facebook page as we have started using Fa-

cebook live and our services are archived there. 

In Christ, 

Sam  

At one of the services, we were  
told to take a selfie and share  

via social media, "People all over the  
world, join hands, start a love train!"  

http://www.fumcedmond.org
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmondFirstUMC
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
http://worldmethodistconference.com/
http://worldmethodistcouncil.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond/


The Messenger  September 7, 2016 

Page 2 

Music Ministries Andrew Schaeffer,  
Director of Music Ministries 

Megan Borum,  
Director of Children's Ministries 

Please join us September 10 from 3-5 pm for our Back to School 
Bash. Free fun and food for the whole family with activities in-
cluding a bouncy house, balloon artist, face painting, and carni-
val games. Everyone is welcome to attend! Come play and get 
to know other families! 

Wednesday Youth 
September 7  |  6-8pm 
Meet on the 3rd floor. 
No dinner. 

Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Back to School Bash 
September 10  |  3-5pm 
The youth help run a few booths at the Chil-
dren's Back to School Bash. Sign up in Erica's 
office if you are wanting to help volunteer. 

BOXES! 
The youth are in need of BIG 
boxes for an event in October. If 
you have any boxes please bring 
them to Erica's office (Main 
Building, Room 303). 

Registration for our new children's choir ministry continues to be strong. To 
date, we have 23 signed up, which is certainly a wonderful start! However, 
there's room for more, so if you haven't signed up or if you know of a child 
who'd benefit from this program, by all means, sign up! You can find a registra-
tion form here:  

http://media.wix.com/
ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf 

Rehearsals will begin next Wednesday, September 14, though you may certain-
ly continue to register in the weeks to come. I'm excited about the opportuni-
ties that this program will offer for this church, and as always, I thank you all 
for your support of this unique ministry! As always, don't hesitate to contact 
me with any questions: andrew@fumcedmond.org or 405-341-0107, ext. 113. 

Sign Up for  
a Disciple Class 

Disciple I & II 
will be offered 
this year be-
ginning in Sep-
tember. You 
can sign up in 
the hall out-
side the east 
wing or call 
church office, 
341-0107, or 
email in-
fo@fumcedmond.org. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf
mailto:andrew@fumcedmond.org?subject=Children's%20Choir
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org?subject=Disciple%20Classes
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org?subject=Disciple%20Classes
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Cancer Support Group 
Friday, September 16 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you 
have a church and a cancer support group that is 
there for you! Items discussed will be confidential. 
Come find out more about fellowship, increased 
awareness, healing, optimism, strength, understand-
ing and growing together on Friday, September 16, 
from 10-11 am, in the Main Building, Room 314. 

First Kids’ Tutoring 
First Kids’ tutoring ministry will kick off with the annu-
al training, September 18 at 12:15 pm in the Christian 
Activity Center, Room 107. We will begin our work 
with children the week of October 3. The training is 
for both returning and new tutors. 
  

There is a spaghetti dinner fundraiser in the CAC from 
11 am—1 pm. You may eat there or we will have 
snack during the training. 
  

Tutors commit to one 30-minute session per week at 
a minimum. Tutors work with only one child at a time, 
throughout the school year. 
  

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
us. If a man’s gift is serving, let him serve; if it is teach-
ing let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encour-
age.” Romans 12:6-8. Come join this ministry and use 
you talents to serve, teach and encourage God’s chil-
dren. 
  

For additional information, contact Sherri Brown, 833-
2583, or sherribrown1956@gmail.com. 

DOES VOLUNTEERING MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE.... Why Whiz Kids? 
  

Our church has partnered with Tabitha Baptist Church, 
and formerly with New Hope Baptist Church, to be 
reading tutors/mentors for students at Edwards Ele-
mentary in NE Oklahoma City for 10 Years!! There are 
more than 50 partnering churches throughout OKC 
serving the most At-Risk Inner City Schools. SOMEONE 
THINKS IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!!! 
  

At Whiz Kids you will be paired with 1 student for the 
school year. You & your Whiz Kid work together each 
week to continually improve their reading and vocabu-
lary skills. We all share a Bible time, a great after school 
snack & lots of laughs! But most important...We Read!  
We meet each Thursday from 3-5 pm at Tabitha Baptist 
Church, just off I-35 at NE 10th St. The need for Tutors 
is great! The Students at Edwards WANT to come to 
Whiz Kids, but we can take only the number of Kids 
that we have tutors for. Our space is unlimited & we 
need YOU!  
  

I'd love to hear from you if you'd like to volunteer or 
learn more about this very special mission & ministry of 
our church! Contact Jana Gray 405-615-0876 or 
jlgray61@cox.net  

Volunteer opportunity: CROP Walk 

We have an immediate need for a CROP Walk repre-
sentative for our church. This could be an individual or 
a team to promote and recruit walkers from our church 
for the annual Edmond CROP Walk on November 6. 
Training and help will be available for the new repre-
sentative(s). The next planning meeting is scheduled for 
Sept. 15 at 7 pm at Southern Hills Christian Church. 

If interested in this volunteer position, please contact 
the church office at 405-341-0107 or in-
fo@fumcedmond.org. 

mailto:sherribrown1956@gmail.com?subject=First%20Kids'%20Tutoring
mailto:jlgray61@cox.net
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org?subject=CROP%20Walk%20Volunteer
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org?subject=CROP%20Walk%20Volunteer


Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesday, September 7 
6:00 am  Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Boo Hoo Breakfast, CAC Gym 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd floor 
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 
 
 

Thursday, September 8 
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church 
 
  

Friday, September 9 
All Day  Wesley Camping Trip to Arcadia 
9:00 am  Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Saturday, September 10 
All Day Wesley Camping Trip to Arcadia 
8:00 am UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym 
3:00 pm Back to School Bash, CAC Gym 
 
Sunday, September 11 
All Day Wesley Camping Trip to Arcadia 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
12:30 pm Pizza With The Pastor, M 313 & 314 
2:00 pm Trustees, M 116B 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm Youth 6th-12th, M 3rd floor 
5:00 pm Youth Praise Team Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:00 pm Nominations Committee, M 316 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Monday, September 12 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm Wesley Found. Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:00 pm Cub Scout Pack 79 Meeting, CAC Gym 
6:30 pm Page Turners Book Club, M 118B 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, M 104B 
7:00 pm Preschool Committee, M 316 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77, CAC 
 
Tuesday, September 13 
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B 
1:00 pm Wesleyan Circle, M 118B 
6:30 pm Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (September 4, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 166 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 68 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 165 

Nursery 5 

Total 404 

Sunday School 181 

Youth 19 
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Wednesday Dinner Menu  September 14 |  5:30 pm 
Spaghetti with Alfredo or Marinara Sauce, Seasoned diced Chicken, Seasoned Green Beans,  

Garlic Bread and Brownies. *PBJs will be offered at each meal 

Pizza with the Pastor 
For those who attend but 
who are not members, join 
us on Sunday, September 
11 at Pizza with the Pastor. 
This event will be from 
12:30-1:30 pm in the Main 
Building and give attendees 

a chance to speak one-on-one with the pastors and 
staff members, answering any questions you may 
have about the church. Please RSVP to the church 
office at info@fumcedmond.org or 405-341-0107. 

mailto:info@fumcedmond.org?subject=Pizza%20with%20the%20Pastor%20RSVP

