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A RESPONSE TO GRACE 

The Messenger 

On Monday, our staff discussed bad experiences with 
church giving or pledge campaigns. 

It was mentioned that some congregations engage in 
2nd or 3rd offerings. In other words, the ushers counted 
the offering and if there wasn’t enough, they passed the 
plate again! This practice assumes that people held some-
thing back the first time. On the positive side, it recognizes 
that the congregation covenants together to support the 
church budget. But woe to the visitor who attends and 
finds themselves in a kind of offering ping pong between 
the pastor and the congregation! 

Other bad experiences happened through the pony ex-
press pledge drive. The tradition of this is to pass the 
pledge “saddle bag” from family to family until it comes 
back to the church. However, it had always gotten held up 
at one house or another. And so, this person had instruc-
tions to wait at each house until the pledge was given and 
then they moved on to the next house! Needless to say, it 
was a little awkward for the delivery person.  

One old practice I had heard of was that the congregation 
posted what each family gave on a bulletin board in the 
church. Another person had heard that only the top five 
givers of each week were posted. This can quickly devolve 
into power politics in the church. Our giving becomes a 
kind of merit where we count ourselves better than others 
before God. 

So what is a theology of giving that fits with Wesleyan the-
ology? 

Our giving is not to make us feel guilty. Our giving is not to 
earn a seat at the table. Our giving is certainly not to show 
up our neighbors in the congregation! 

Our giving is ultimately a response to the grace we have 
received.  

It is done out of thanksgiving. It is done out of the realiza-
tion of blessing. It is done through the sense of being care-
takers and stewards of this world with which God has en-
trusted us. 

And so, within the church, we pledge an estimate of what 
we will give to God because of the grace we recognize that 
we have been given. It is a healthy response. 

A pledge drive for a church is healthy. Some antagonists to 
pledging say that we should take whatever we get on 
faith. However, as United Methodists, we are methodical. 
We appreciate data. We believe that making informed 
choices is smarter than making uniformed ones. God gave 
us our brains to use to bring about the transformation of 
the world! We often pray something about “thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

A pledge allows the church to more greatly fulfill God’s 
mission. We make it in faithfulness as a percentage of the 
income we expect to receive in the coming year. 

This year, First United Methodist Church will celebrate 
the theme, “Connecting More People with God and 
Neighbor”. This celebrates our vision and acknowledges 
our growth. We’ll look at the Gospel reading for this 
week, Luke 17:5-10 and the specific theme will be 
“Connecting our Expectations”.  

I hope that you’ll join us at 8:30 or 11:00 am in the sanctu-
ary or at 10:50 am in Wesley Hall and we'll trust that you 
gave what you intended the first time! 

In Christ, 
Sam 

Photo used through the Creative Commons license through Flickr.com.  

When we pray before a meal, it is from thankfulness that we have 
something to eat. It is a response to what we are receiving.  

http://www.fumcedmond.org
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmondFirstUMC
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A5-10&version=NRSV
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Megan Borum, Director of Children's Ministries 

Mark your calendars! 
The youth will be having their annual Halloween party 
on October 30. Details to come soon! 

Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Wednesday Youth 

September 28 
5:30-6:30 Dinner (CAC) 
6:30-8 pm Youth (Main Bldg, 3rd Floor) 
Please pick up your child(ren) on the 3rd floor. 

Boxes! 
We are still in need of large boxes. Please bring 
them to the 3rd floor. 

I recently read a blog which posed the question: "What 
was the world like, in the autumn of 1933—that first 
World Communion Sunday? 1933 was the darkest year of 
the Great Depression. The storm clouds of Nazism and 
Fascism hovered all over Europe and threatened the entire 
world. The prevailing mood was anxiety—fear about eco-
nomics, fear about politics and fear about the future." 

World Communion Sunday was a vision of Rev. Hugh Kerr, 
Pastor at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, 
though, interestingly and timely enough, it grew out of 
their annual Stewardship campaign for that year. It was 
Rev. Kerr's attempt to bring churches together in a service 
of Christian unity—in which everyone might receive both 
inspiration and information, and above all, to know how 

important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each con-
gregation is interconnected one with another. Though this 
idea took a while to germinate, it blossomed during World 
War II as a way to hold the world together. 

83 years later, in the midst of not only our own steward-
ship campaign and fears across the globe, we will gather 
around the Eucharist with the understanding that through 
this meal we are all claimed by Christ and strengthened to 
live lives of service. Won't you join us? 

(For more information on World Communion Sunday, be 
sure to check out this blog: http://
www.wekivapresbyterian.org/articles/
presbyterian_origins.htm)  

Music Ministries Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries 

Parents' Night Out on October 7, 6-9 pm, at Edmond FUMC is the perfect 
way to entertain your kiddos in a safe and comfortable environment 
while the parents can 'get out' for a few hours. The registration fee is $10 
per child (or $25 total for three or more children) and includes games, 
snacks and crafts. To register, visit our website at fumcedmond.org. 

Sunday Youth 

October 2 
5-6:30 pm (CAC) 
Dinner provided by: Wayne and Valerie Frost 

http://www.wekivapresbyterian.org/articles/presbyterian_origins.htm
http://www.wekivapresbyterian.org/articles/presbyterian_origins.htm
http://www.wekivapresbyterian.org/articles/presbyterian_origins.htm
http://fumcedmond.org
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United Way and Skyline Urban Ministry 
Many people don't realize when they elect to give to United Way of Central Oklahoma through payroll deductions 
that they can designate their gift to a specific organization. All they need do is enter the organization's number on 
their pledge card. The numbers are found in the brochures that are provided by United Way. Skyline Urban Minis-
try, your United Methodist mission in Oklahoma City, is a United Way partner and donors can select Skyline to di-
rectly receive their pledge. Skyline's designation code number is 7071. We invite you to use it! 

Random Acts Ladies will meet at the Interurban Restau-
rant on Danforth on Thursday, October 6 at 6 pm. If you 
have any questions, call Marie at 405-249-1107.  

The Senior Connection is sponsoring  
four one-hour workshops on Wednesdays, 

from 4-5 pm, beginning October 5,  
in the Main Building, Rooms 313-314. 

The topic is  

"Healthy Brain, Healthy Mind"  
and is presented by OHAI, 

Oklahoma Healthy Aging Initiative,  
which is a program of the Donald W. Reynolds  

Department of Geriatric Medicine  
at the University of Oklahoma. 

Please sign up on the east side of the Sanctuary,  
if possible; if not, just come. 

Fruit for BackPacks Program - Help Needed 

FUMC Edmond supplements the Regional Food Bank 
weekend backpack program for the most food insecure 
children in Sunset and Ovis Risner schools. FUMC Volun-
teers assist by bringing fresh fruit to church once every 12 
weeks during the school year. Church & Society Com-
mittee would like to have another 5-6 volunteers to assist 
this program. Please e-mail Don Vaught 
at don@fumcedmond.org or Lauri Smithee at OKSmith-
ees@yahoo.com to help. 

Looking for a great way to serve?  
You're invited to join us on our mission trip to Lydia Patterson Institute 
in El Paso, Texas! Lydia Patterson is a United Methodist school on the 
border of the United States and Mexico. 

The School began in 1913 with Mrs. Lydia Patterson, a Methodist lay-
woman acting through the Women's Missionary Society of her church, 
noticing that young Hispanic boys in el barrio had no school to attend 
began to setup schools in the homes of some Mexican Methodists. Her 
spirit and vision is still alive today at Lydia Patterson Institute where over 
400 young men and women, a majority of whom are from Ciudad Juarez, 
continue to be educated in a challenging academic environment while 
being nurtured in Christian values.  Lydia Patterson’s current facility was 
constructed in 1964 and has existed substantially in an “as built” condi-
tion since that time. Our mission team will be working to repair and 
maintain the school building. Work opportunities range from cleaning, 
painting, welding, carpentry, to minor and often times, major repairs. 

The trip will be October 20-24. The cost of the trip is $300. To reserve 
your spot you can make a deposit of $150 to the business office.  We 
only have a few spaces left! If you have any questions please email Me-
gan: megan@fumcedmond.org. 

mailto:don@fumcedmond.org?subject=Fruit%20for%20Backpacks%20Program
mailto:OKSmithees@yahoo.com?subject=FUMC%20-%20Fruit%20for%20Backpacks%20Program
mailto:OKSmithees@yahoo.com?subject=FUMC%20-%20Fruit%20for%20Backpacks%20Program
mailto:megan@fumcedmond.org?subject=LPI%20Mission%20Trip


Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, September 28 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
5:30 pm Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC Gym 
6:00 pm Disciple I, II & Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm Children’s Preschool Choir, M 100B 
6:30 pm The Salvation of Doctor Who, CAC 210 
6:30 pm Children’s Elementary Choir, M 100B 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 

Thursday, September 29 
3:00 pm Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church 
7:00 pm SPRC Meeting, M 316 

Friday, September 30 
9:00 am Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Sunday, October 2 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
1:30 pm Administrative Council, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm Youth Praise Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm Youth 6th-12th, M 3rd floor 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, October 3 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm Wesley Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
5:30 pm Page Turners Book Club, M 118B 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, M 104B 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77, CAC 
7:00 pm Preschool Committee, M 314 

Tuesday, October 4 
6:30 pm Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
6:30 pm LGBT Support Group, M 316 
8:30 pm Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (September 25, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 167 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 101 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 199 

Nursery 8 

Total 475 

Sunday School 241 

Youth 31 
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Wednesday Dinner Menu  September 28  |  5:30 pm 
Homemade Cheese & Pepperoni Pizza, Tossed Salad with Toppings, and Assorted Cookies.  

*PBJs will be available for children. Catering provided by Millie’s Table. 

Adults $7 
Kids 12 & Under $4 

Family Max $25 

CROP Walk 
November 6  |  Mitch Park 
Sign up and packets will be  
available starting October 2. 

United Methodist Men Breakfast 
Saturday, Oct. 8  |  8 am  |  CAC Gym 
The always delicious breakfast will include scrambled 
eggs, biscuits & gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk and 
fellowship. 

United Methodist Men 
Indian Taco Dinner Fundraiser 
Wednesday, Oct. 5  |  5:30-6:30 pm  |  CAC Gym 
Adults $7  |  Children 12 & Under $4 


