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BUT JESUS WANTS ME TO CHEAT! 

The Messenger 

Okay, I really don't believe this and I would guess you 
don't either. 

But if you took a literal reading of the parable of the dis-
honest steward from Luke 16:1-13, this might be your con-
clusion. This parable has a manager of accounts who is 
being dismissed from service because of his incompe-
tence. He then proceeds to cheat his master by reallo-
cating the accounts so as to provide himself favor among 
colleagues after he is let go. 

Having a story about someone who cheats to procure fa-
vor is not that unusual in the human experience. What is 
unusual is the reaction of his boss in the story. He is actu-
ally praised for his craftiness! 

Jesus then sums up the story with a real head-scratcher in 
verse 9 (NRSV): 

"And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means 
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes." 

Jesus is not telling you to acquire ill-gotten gains but that 
would be the literal interpretation of what he said. 

This story shows us as much as any verses in the Bible that 
all of us bring a lens of interpretation to scripture. United 
Methodism gives us a good tool in the Wesleyan Quadri-
lateral for theological interpretation. While John Wesley 
did not actually use this term or express it systematically 
like this, Wesley scholars such as Albert Outler in the 20th 
century noted that these were the methods that Wesley 
employed for his own interpretation. 

So to interpret this scripture by using the Quadrilateral, 
we would use scripture, tradition, reason and experience.  

An obvious scripture reference might be "Thou shalt not 
steal." As one of the ten commandments, this sets in our 
minds that Jesus must be talking figuratively here.  

Christian tradition refers to the teachings of the Church 
throughout history. We might look at Wesley's notes on 
this particular passage as a part of our tradition.  Wesley's 
take on verse nine is more spiritual in nature rather than a 
literal reading. 

Our reason allows us to see that taken as a literal story, it 
makes no sense. No business owner would ever praise a 
servant for embezzling from him. And those with whom he 
cut a deal wouldn't hire him because they know he's dis-
honest. It would also likely keep them from being able to 
do future business with the rich owner. So our reason 
moves us to look for a deeper, more subtle meaning. We 
can see at first glance that this is not as cut-and-dried as 
the Good Samaritan. Finally, our experience refers to 
Christian experiences that we've had of God's grace in our 
lives. However, since we are believers in preceding grace, 
it becomes difficult to separate secular and religious 
movements in our lives. I know what it is to be cheated. It 
was not an experience that I would seek to emulate to-
ward others as an ethical or moral person.  

So we can surmise that this parable means something 
deeper. Jesus doesn't want us to cheat. Many think that 
this parable goes in line with those from chapter fifteen: 
lost sheep, lost coin, lost son/brother. We see from these 
that God's economy of grace is based on God's generosity 
rather than merit. What if we interpret this particular par-
able in this light? 

I'll be preaching on this in worship this Sunday (for better 
or worse)! If you can't join us at 8:30, 10:50 or 11 am, you 
can catch it online through Facebook live at 11 or find the 
video on our church page after the service ends.  

In Christ, 
Sam 

Picture used under the Creative Commons license via Flickr.com.  

Part of the common folklore concerning education is that when we 
cheat, we are only cheating ourselves. This could be seen loosely as 
tradition or one might also say it falls under reason or experience.  
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http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
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Megan Borum,  
Director of Children's Ministries 

Youth Leadership Team Meeting  September 14  |  5-6 pm 

Main Building, 3rd Floor 

Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Wednesday Youth  September 14  |  6-8 pm 

We begin back to fall programming, so we will have a meal on Wednes-
day night for $7. We meet in the CAC at 6 pm. You will pick your child up on 
the youth floor at 8 pm. 

Children's Ministry would like to say a 
BIG thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Back to School Bash 
a success! We appreciate all of 
the Sunday School classes for hosting 
games and food booths!  

Sunday Youth 
September 18 
5-6:30 pm 
Dinner Provided by:  
Melissa Ahlgrim & Carly Moguin 

Senior Connection Talimena Skyline Drive  |  November 1 
Oklahoma’s Talimena Drive rivals fall color anywhere in the nation. Our drive takes us down I-40 to Sallisaw, South 
through Poteau and into the Ouachita National Forest. Dinner is planned at Krebs.  

Price per person is $109 and includes transportation, one meal and all admissions to planned attractions. Please 
make checks payable to Kaleo Tours and submit to Aimee Hallenbeck. For information, please contact Jenny Cody 
Knopp at 405-408-6200. 



The Messenger  September 14, 2016 

Page 3 

First Kids’ Tutoring 
First Kids’ tutoring ministry will kick off with the annu-
al training, September 18 at 12:15 pm in the Christian 
Activity Center, Room 107. We will begin our work 
with children the week of October 3. The training is 
for both returning and new tutors. 
  

There is a spaghetti dinner fundraiser in the CAC from 
11 am—1 pm. You may eat there or we will have 
snack during the training. 
  

Tutors commit to one 30-minute session per week at 
a minimum. Tutors work with only one child at a time, 
throughout the school year. 
  

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
us. If a man’s gift is serving, let him serve; if it is teach-
ing let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encour-
age.” Romans 12:6-8. Come join this ministry and use 
you talents to serve, teach and encourage God’s chil-
dren. 
  

For additional information, contact Sherri Brown, 833-
2583, or sherribrown1956@gmail.com. 

Welcome to FUMC! 

Carolyn Sue Jenkins transferred from 
the Episcopal Church in Chickasha, 
OK.  

 

 

 

Dan & Carly Moguin, and 
their children Ian, Drew & 
Grant, transferred from 
FUMC, Rogers, Arkansas. 

Whiz Kids Thanks You! 

Thank you to everyone who provided all the wonderful 
new books for our WhizKids site, as well as the gener-
ous monetary donations. These will help us to fill in the 
gaps in our library with some great new books. 

If you'd like to see your books in action, please join us 
at Whiz Kids every Thursday from 3-5 pm. For more 
information, please call Jana Gray at 405-615-0876. 

“Good Grief”  
Support Group 
Thursday, September 22 
10-11 am 
Main Building, Rm. 314 

If you are coping with the 
loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of 
folks who care about you and how you have been cop-
ing with your loss/change in life. Support group, facili-
tated by Revs. John Corbin and Don Vaught, sharing 
will be kept confidential. 

A portion of the money received will be donated  
to the Wesley Campus Ministry at UCO 

The Senior Connection presents 

The Elderly Brothers 
September 23  |  6 pm 

Christian Activity Center 

They provide wonderful singing, guitar playing,  
and much more! Come for dinner, entertainment, 

and lots of socializing! 

mailto:sherribrown1956@gmail.com?subject=First%20Kids'%20Tutoring


Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, September 14 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
1:00 pm UMW — Friendship Circle, M 118B 
5:00 pm Youth Leadership Meeting, M 3rd floor 
5:30 pm Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC Gym 
6:00 pm Disciple I, II & Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm Children’s Preschool Choir, M 100B 
6:30 pm The Salvation of Doctor Who, CAC 210 
6:30 pm Children’s Elementary Choir, M 100B 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 

Thursday, September 15 
3:00 pm Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church 
6:00 pm Child Share, CAC 107, 125 & 126 
7:00 pm Finance Meeting, M 316 

Friday, September 16 
9:00 am Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314 

Saturday, September 17 
10:00 am Genesis Class Setup, CAC 

Sunday, September 18 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
11:00 am Genesis Class Spaghetti Dinner, CAC Gym 
12:15 pm First Kids Tutoring, CAC 107 & 108 
1:00 pm Church & Society, CAC 210 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm Youth 6th-12th, M 3rd floor 
5:00 pm Youth Praise Team Practice, Wesley Hall 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, September 19 
All Day No Preschool/MDO, Teacher In-Service Day 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm Wesley Found. Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, M 104B 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77, CAC 

Tuesday, September 20 
9:00 am Moms Growing Together, Wesley Hall 
6:30 pm Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (September 11, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 190 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 85 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 194 

Nursery 8 

Total 477 

Sunday School 225 

Youth 24 
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Wednesday Dinner Menu  September 14 |  5:30 pm 
Spaghetti with Alfredo or Marinara Sauce, Seasoned diced Chicken, Seasoned Green Beans,  
Garlic Bread and Brownies. *PBJs will be offered at each meal. Catering provided by Millie’s Table. 

UMW Sunday  |  September 25 
Dr. Amy Oden will be our speaker at the 8:30 and 11 
am worship services. Please join us and remember to 
wear red. 

The Hope Center is in great need of Personal/Hygiene 
Items for the people they serve. Please bring dona-
tions of soaps, toothpaste, toilet paper and other 
more personal items for this important collection 
drive. Boxes will be outside the East Wing of the 
Sanctuary September 18 and 25. 

Adults $7 
Kids 12 & Under $4 

Family Max $25 


