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RECOGNIZING THE BLESSING 

The Messenger 

It’s early October which means that Thanksgiving is the 
day after tomorrow. 

Okay, time doesn’t quite go by quite that fast.  

Or at least it shouldn’t! 

Thanksgiving is an original American holiday but other 
countries also observe festivals where gratitude is the em-
phasis. The Koreans have a similar holiday known 
as Chuseok that pre-dates our Thanksgiving. It is actually 
also similar to our Memorial Day in that Korean people 
seek to honor their ancestors on this day and often visit 
the grave sites of family members.  

My own family traditions for Thanksgiving have changed 
through the years. When my grandparents were living, we 
would gather there for the holiday feast with uncles, aunts 
and cousins. My mother’s mother lived on a farm and be-
fore they retired, the vegetables came from their garden. 
The milk was fresh from the cow. It was much richer than 
what we normally bought at the store! My grandmother 
always prepared multiple desserts too. Her rhubarb cob-
bler was my favorite – I liked the tart flavor and you could-
n’t get it just anywhere. I also enjoyed her green beans. 
They tasted so good and were different from any others 
I’d ever had. When I finally asked my mom about how 
Grandma prepared them, she told me that she boiled 
them with sugar! No wonder they had a distinct flavor! 

At Thanksgiving, my Grandma would always pray. As a 
child, I appreciated the vigor in her prayers much more 
than the length. But I miss her and would be happy to hold 
off on eating to hear another one. 

This Sunday may be a little early for thinking about Thanks-
giving but it is never too early to think about gratitude. The 
lectionary reading for the Gospel is Luke17:11-19 which 
contains the story of Jesus healing ten lepers. Only one re-
turns to give thanks and that one is a Samaritan!  

I often hear that people vehemently oppose (in others) 
the sense of entitlement that we sometimes develop. No-

body likes it when someone assumes too much. No one 
thinks highly of the person that doesn’t acknowledge the 
help they received in hard-fought success. So how do we 
keep this from creeping up in our own lives? 

On Sunday, I will be preaching a sermon entitled, 
“Connecting our Orientations” as I continue the series, 
“Connecting MORE people with God and Neighbor”. I will 
seek to show that when we orient ourselves in gratitude, 
life and spirituality become more fruitful. If you are unable 
to join us, I hope that you will think about those who have 
shaped you for the better in your life and give thanks to 
God for their influence. 

In Christ, 
Sam 

 
Photo used under Creative Commons via Flickr.com.  

In Germany, Erntedankfest is a harvest festival 
 that includes worship services.  

UMM Indian Taco Dinner Fundraiser 
Wednesday, October 5  |  5:30-6:30 pm 
CAC Gym 

Adults $7 
Children 12 & Under $4 

Join the United Methodist Men during our regular 
Wednesday Fellowship Dinner time for an Indian Ta-
co Dinner Fundraiser.  

http://www.fumcedmond.org
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmondFirstUMC
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_6.jsp?cid=811650
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A11-19&version=NRSV
https://www.flickr.com/photos/schockwellenreiter/15458039728/in/photolist-pxYuEm-pQqixk-pxZetB-fMZeE4-pNjLsN-pQqrmr-fNgPxW-frpG6B-A7sPDd-aMXWnD-oXJzqm-i5Pkhi-h3G1Kb-pxYsmd-py2dhY-pQuBew-pxZ63P-fMZepX-fMZeKB-fneZee-pNjNRq-pwxDDH-fMZePt-fNgPAs-guzGvR-8GGa97-fMZ
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Megan Borum,  
Director of Children's Ministries 

Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

After months of planning and a month of rehears-
als, our Children's Choirs are ready to sing for wor-
ship on Sunday, October 16 at 11 am! The Cherub 
Choir (Preschoolers) will be singing the Introit and 
the Choristers (Elementary-aged) will be singing 
during the anthem. For those of you who regularly 
attend 8:30 am, don't worry, they'll be making an 
appearance at that service soon! 

We're still accepting registration forms, so if you 
know of a child who'd benefit from this program, 
please let me know. 

Music Ministries Andrew Schaeffer,  
Director of Music Ministries 

If you know kids at all, you know that the average kid can 
memorize just about anything! Toddlers learn their ABC’s, 
numbers, shapes, and a variety of silly songs. I even knew a 
two-year-old who could recite the names of the presidential 
cabinet! Preschoolers can take it even farther and read sight 
words, say the pledge, and sing longer sillier songs! Elemen-
tary kids memorize the Gettysburg address, their multiplica-
tion tables, and plenty of lyrics from the radio. 

So, for the average kid — scripture memory should be no sweat! 
For the most part, however, kids do not know much scripture. 
We as parents and KidMin leaders have to help them. Here are 
FOUR reasons why Kids HAVE to know scripture: 

1. To Know Christ. 
Help kids develop a relationship with Jesus by leading 
them to the verses that tell them the truth. 

2. To Glorify God. 
Help kids understand that they were put on this earth to 
glorify God in all they do. That means fellowship with Him 
in prayer and obedience to Him in action. Scripture can 
help them give glory to God in all they do. 

3. To Feel Safe. 
Kids struggle with fear often. The Bible is full of verses that 
remind them that God is close and to not be afraid. 

4. To Know they are Loved. 
The Bible is God’s love letter to us. Help Kids understand 
that God loves them so much that there is nothing that 
can separate them from His love through Jesus (Romans 
8:38-39). 

Each month in First Kids, our early childhood and elementary 
kids memorize a new Bible verse. They learn actions and some-
times a song to go with the words to make the memorization 
more fun and accessible. Ask your child to share the verse with 
you, then commit to learning it together as a family. 

To help learn it, you all might repeat it in the morning, at 
mealtime and a bedtime. You might want to create notecards 
to carry or a poster to hang on the refrigerator. Compose a 
new tune or chant to help everyone learn the words.  Also, 
discuss the meaning of the words you are learning and how 
they apply to each person’s life. Pray and ask God to help you 
learn His Word and hold it in your heart forever! 

The Senior Connection is sponsoring  
four 1-hour workshops (Wednesdays, 4-5 pm), 

in the Main Building, Rooms 313-314. 

The topic is  

"Healthy Brain, Healthy Mind"  
and is presented by OHAI, 

Oklahoma Healthy Aging Initiative,  
which is a program of the Donald W. Reynolds  

Department of Geriatric Medicine  
at the University of Oklahoma. 

Please sign up on the east side of  
the Sanctuary, if possible; if not, just come. 
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Looking for a great way to serve?  

You're invited to join us on our mission trip to Lydia 
Patterson Institute in El Paso, Texas! Lydia Patterson is a 
United Methodist school on the border of the United 
States and Mexico. 

The School began in 1913 with Mrs. Lydia Patterson, a 
Methodist laywoman acting through the Women's Mission-
ary Society of her church, noticing that young Hispanic boys 
in el barrio had no school to attend began to setup schools 
in the homes of some Mexican Methodists. Her spirit and 
vision is still alive today at Lydia Patterson Institute where 
over 400 young men and women, a majority of whom are 
from Ciudad Juarez, continue to be educated in a challeng-
ing academic environment while being nurtured in Christian 
values. Lydia Patterson’s current facility was constructed in 
1964 and has existed substantially in an “as built” condition 
since that time. Our mission team will be working to repair 
and maintain the school building. Work opportunities range 
from cleaning, painting, welding, carpentry, to minor and 
often times, major repairs. 

The trip will be October 20-24. The cost of the trip is $300. 
To reserve your spot you can make a deposit of $150 to 
the business office. We only have a few spaces left! If you 
have any questions please email Me-
gan: megan@fumcedmond.org. 

Sunday School Class Studies 
Adult Sunday school classes are offered each Sunday  
from 9:45-10:45 am. Although most of our classes have 
a wide variety of age levels, they do have a media age 
that fits into young, middle or senior adult categories. 
Below is a list of our current Sunday School Classes for 
adults, as well as their meeting location and current 
study schedule. 

Bible Study — Main Building, Room 116B 
 - Prophets 

Bridge Builders — Christian Activity Center, Room 107 
 - Cokesbury Fall Adult Quarterly 

Emmanuel — Main Building, Room 315 
 - Isaiah 

Faith Experience — Main Building, Room 316 
 - “The Heart of Christianity” by Marcus Borg 

Family Matters — Main Building, Room 314 

Footsteps — Main Building, Room 111B 
 - “Finding God in Unexpected Places”  
 by Phillip Yancey 

Genesis — Main Building, Room 313 
 - “At the End of the Day” by James Moore 

Good News — Main Building, Room 118B 
 - “Not a Fan” by Eric Idleman 

Inquirers — Main Building, Room 114B 

Journey Class — CAC, Room 207 

Open Door — Main Building, Room 317 

Pathfinders — CAC, Room 209 

Sojourners — CAC, Room 208 

Young Adults — CAC, Room 108 

For a full class description, please visit our website at 
www.fumcedmond.org. 

United Methodist Men Breakfast 

The United Methodist Men (UMM) will meet 
on Saturday, October 8 at 8 am in the CAC Gym 
for their monthly breakfast meeting. The deli-
cious breakfast will include scrambled eggs, bis-
cuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk and fel-
lowship. The UMM is pleased to offer a presenta-
tion by Don Jones. 

Don and his wife Denise met in the Hugger’s Sunday 
School Class at Christ UMC and married 30 years 
ago. They moved to Edmond from Enid, OK in April 
2016, joining the Edmond FUMC congregation the 
last Sunday in July. They are currently participating 
in Disciple 1 and are members of the Open Doors 
Sunday School Class. Don is a Certified Lay Speaker 
and has filled the pulpit of numerous United Meth-
odist churches throughout the state with nine pre-
pared messages. He is anxious to fill the pulpit here 
at FUMC in the future. He will discuss his personal 
testimony, walk to Emmaus, and experiences of 15 
years counseling at New Day Camp held at Cross 
Point. Don will make every effort to keep the men 
awake at this early breakfast hour on Saturday, Oc-
tober 8! 

mailto:megan@fumcedmond.org?subject=LPI%20Mission%20Trip
http://fumcedmond.org/
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Answering "THE CALL" -- Being a small group counselor at CJAMM's New Day Camp 
by Ellen Lyons 

I have often heard stories that include the phrase "I felt God's call" or perhaps instead, "God spoke to me". I am afraid I 
have heard it so often that perhaps it might leave me slightly skeptical of God's involvement in the event itself. With 
that said ... I am at a point in my life where each time I am asked to move in a direction that is outside of my normal 
routine, I find myself asking "Is this you God? Are you speaking to me? Is this a Call?" Such was the case the past year as 
I began to learn more about our Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries of the Oklahoma Conference. 

Through my involvement with United Methodist Women, I was introduced to both Exodus House and New Day Camp. 
My circle group (Seeker's Circle) formed as a book study circle and we read books from the UMW Reading List. We read 
a book about prison ministry and decided it would be our mission.  To help us figure out how to get involved, we invit-
ed guests from Exodus House to a unit meeting. A couple of months later, I attended UMW's district meeting at which 
the guest speaker was a representative from New Day Camp. It was at that meeting I knew for certain, New Day Camp, 
a camp for children of incarcerated parents, was indeed THE CALL. 

I sent an email to the conference office indicating I was interested in volunteering. I was quickly sent sign up forms and 
a background check to complete. I was hoping to get several volunteers but the dates and commitment just didn't 
seem to work for others. I realized fairly quickly if I was to do this I would be doing going alone ... or was I? 

Fast forward to June 24th -- the last day of camp. There is no doubt in my mind I was placed at New Day Camp inten-
tionally. I had the privilege to be God's servant to the children who attended New Day Camp. My three girls were in my 
care constantly except for a 30 minute leader break. In addition, there were 8 other girls in our cabin and my small 
group, who stayed together for all the daytime activities, included two boys. I had a Leader-in-Training with me in the 
cabin and the boys in my small group had a leader.  

A typical day for me was to rise early for some quiet time, wake and ready the girls for their day then meet up with the 
boys for breakfast. Our scheduled activities during the day other than meals included crafts, service projects, group 
building, small group lessons, focus sessions (counseling), swimming, hiking, outdoor games, and most importantly, 
worship. I haven't been a mom to 7 and 8 year olds in quite some time but that didn't matter. It all came back! In fact, it 
came back with extraordinary patience, calm, and understanding to make it through the joys and the challenges of the 
day. I had energy I didn't think was even possible! 

At the end of the day, my LIT and I gathered up our girls and by the light of a flashlight in our cabin we would "tie off" a 
fleece blanket. The fleece had been purchased, cut and readied for the finishing touches by my Seeker's friend who 
couldn't come with me. The blanket was in our laps and while we worked on it, we talked about the day...the good and 
the bad.  I shared that these blankets had been prayed over before I came to camp. Prayers had been said for these 
campers before I even met them. I told them I was certain God placed me in camp so that I could meet each of them 
and that they would always be in my heart. We ended the day with a prayer and hugs as I tucked each of them in bed 
for the night. Privately I then spent time thanking God over and over again for directing my path to this place and then 
ask for continued guidance as to what the next day would bring. 

Months have passed since my New Day Camp experience, but I remember the days as if they were yesterday. I pray for 
the New Day children and adults all the time. I have made contact with two of my campers and have received one 
letter in response from a camper's grandmother. My favorite part is "He was so excited about it that he has said many 
times that he can't wait to go again next year." My sentiments exactly....I can't wait to go again next year!  

New Day! God is present it's a New Day. Each and every day is a New Day. And God will see us through. New Day! 



The Messenger  October 5, 2016 

Page 5 

CROP Walk 
November 6  |  1 pm 
Mitch Park 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World 
Service and organized by local congregations, raising funds and awareness to 
combat hunger at home and around the world. 25% of the money raised at 
our CROP Walk stays in Edmond to support 5 local charities:  

The Hope Center, Breakfast on Blvd., Mobile Meals, Samaritan House and 
Project 66 Food Pantry 

Walkers can be any age. You may walk, run, push a stroller, or walk your 
dog. It is not a race. You may go the distance right for you. Each walker is 
asked to raise money by asking friends to sponsor them. Walkers who 
raise at least $100 earn a free CROP Walk t-shirt. Edmond FUMC has been 
the top CROP fund-raiser of the local churches participating for the past 
two years. 

We need many volunteers for the 2016 Edmond CROP Walk. Packets are 
available at the church now and should be turned in by the day of the walk. 

We hope you will join us this year! 

e-Giving Sign up Table Offering Chocolate Bars 

When Edmond FUMC began offering e-Giving they never dreamed 3 
years later 42% of all giving would be done electronically. So, as a 
way to say thank you, a “treat” is given out with every e-Giving re-
newal and sign up. How is e-Giving a treat for you and Edmond 
FUMC? 

 Convenience! Sign up once and leave the checkbook at home. 

 Consistency! e-Giving provides FUMC with more financial stabil-
ity, especially during the summer months when many members 
are on vacation. 

 Choices! Choose to give with a bank account or credit card. 

This year the hope is to reach 45% in e-Giving and we’d love to have 
you be a part of this goal. It only takes five minutes and there are 
three easy ways to sign up: 

 For the next 2 Sundays, visit the table outside the Sanctuary East 
Wing during the Sunday school hour, sign up in person and 
choose a chocolate bar.  

 Indicate on your pledge card that you would like to set up e-Giving 
and Aimee will contact you with all the information needed. 

 Send Aimee an email requesting more information. Her address 
is finance@fumcedmond.org. You may also contact the church 
office during the week (405-341-0107) and she can help with set 
up directly over the phone.  

mailto:finance@fumcedmond.org


Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, October 5 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
10:00 am UMW—Mary Martha Circle, CAC 107 
4:00 pm OHAI Class, M 313 & 314 
5:30 pm UMM Indian Taco Dinner, CAC Gym 
6:00 pm Disciple I, II & Bible Studies, CAC 
6:00 pm Children’s Preschool Choir, M 100B 
6:30 pm The Salvation of Doctor Who, CAC 210 
6:30 pm Children’s Elementary Choir, M 100B 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 

Thursday, October 6 
3:00 pm Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church 
6:00 pm UMW—Random Acts of Kindness, Interurban 

Friday, October 7 
9:00 am Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
6:00 pm Parents’ Night Out, CAC 
6:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Saturday, October 8 
8:00 am UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym 
9:00 am Worship Committee Work Day, M 118B 
2:00 pm Wedding, Sanctuary 
3:00 pm Wedding Reception, CAC Gym 

Sunday, October 9 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
12:00 pm Mission Trip Participant Lunch, M 313 & 314 
2:00 pm Andrew & Jenny Wedding Shower, CAC 
3:00 pm Trustees, M 116B 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm Youth Praise Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm Youth 6th-12th, M 3rd floor 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, October 10 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm Wesley Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, M 104B 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77, CAC 

Tuesday, October 11 
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B 
1:00 pm UMW—Wesleyan Circle, M 116B & 118B 
6:30 pm Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (October 2, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 175 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 80 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 217 

Nursery 8 

Total 480 

Sunday School 225 

Youth 16 
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Welcome to FUMC! 

Hembafan Nomhwange 
(pictured, top left) and Umyoh 
Odeh (pictured, bottom left) 
joined on Sunday, September 
25. Bob and Dana Younts 
(pictured, bottom right) joined 
on Sunday, October 2. 


