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The Messenger

WHAT IF JESUS WAS SHORT?
This Sunday’s lectionary reading for the Gospel is Luke 19:1-10 
and is the story of Zacchaeus.  Within this story, Zacchaeus is a tax 
collector who is already on the outside of polite society from his 
profession.  He was trying to see Jesus but couldn’t because of the 
crowd surrounding Jesus and also “because he was short in stature” 
(verse 3).  Then he climbs a sycamore tree and they have a conver-
sation when Jesus passes by.

But what if Jesus was the one “short in stature”?  The crowds sur-
rounding a shorter man would make it just as hard to see him.

Does this idea make you uncomfortable?

I remember first discussing this in seminary.  We’ve so long attribut-
ed this to Zacchaeus that it becomes almost impossible to question.  
After all, those who grew up in the church likely sang “Zacchaeus 
was a wee little man” at some point in childhood, permanently 
cementing his height in our minds.

We often unconsciously designate height with leadership.  If you are 
shorter, you must command a greater charisma in order to lead oth-
ers.  This is not fair but seems to be the way human beings operate.

If we are uncomfortable with a short Jesus, what does that say about 
us?  If we look at the average height of people in Galilee during that pe-
riod of time, an average man would have been a couple of inches above 
five feet.  So regardless of which person the adjective describes, Jesus 
would still be short by today’s averages.

If this makes us question our assumptions (or our difficulties overcom-
ing them) in what we imagine Jesus to have looked like, this may help us understand this particular passage.  After all, he 
sees something in Zacchaeus that others do not.  This often translates personally to the idea that Jesus understands us 
more fully and can see our potential.

We can find hope in this and strive to be more than we currently are from a spiritual, moral and ethical standpoint.  But 
we can also seek to look at others with this optimistic gaze of Jesus.  Can we see potential within each person - even 
those we would normally write off?

I’m looking forward to preaching on this text.  If you are available on Sunday morning, I hope you’ll join us at First United 
Methodist Church of Edmond at 8:30 and 11:00 am in the sanctuary or at 10:50 am in Wesley Hall!

In Christ,

Sam

This face of Jesus was the result of the forensic 
science of Richard Neave.  It is an average 

appearance of men during the time and region of 
Jesus.  It also goes against the grain of most of the 

paintings we see today.
Photo from an article of Popular Mechanics 

magazine from December 2002.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, November 1 |  6:30 -7:30 pm | M 316
Our church offers a meeting with people who 
want  to show love and support to those who 
consider  themselves LGBT.  All are welcome next 
in the Main Building, Room 316.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, October 27 | 10 - 11 am
Main Building, Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, 
come be a part of a group of  folks who care 
about you and how you have been coping with 
your loss/change in life. Support group, facilitated 
by Revs. John Corbin and Don Vaught, sharing will 
be kept confidential.

A rite of passage in Edmond First United Methodist Church 
and many United Methodist churches across the Unit-
ed States is awarding Bibles to third-graders.   Every year 
third-graders line up at the altar rail to receive their Bibles.  
This year our family of faith will present Bibles on November 
20, 2016 during the 11:00 worship service.  This annual event 
is a great stepping-stone of immense significance.   If you 
have a third grader who will be participating this fall please 
email megan@fumcedmond.org with their first, middle and 
last name by November 1, 2016.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

FUMC BELL CHOIR
The Senior Connection is privileged to present 
the FUMC Bell Choir October 28, 2016 AT 6:00 
P.M. in the CAC. There will be patriotic & seasonal 
selections and new arrangements of familiar jazz. 
And, of course, dinner and all the trimmings. (This 
is the last Senior Connection until January.)

HELP NEEDED
Route  66 Pantry needs help Mondays from  9:40 
a.m. until noon. In cooperation with the Regional 
Food Bank of  Oklahoma, the Route 66 Pantry dis-
tributes food  to those who might go undernour-
ished. The Route 66 Pantry is located @15th & 
Bryant. For more information contact Bill Sweet 
at 909-635-4217.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Random Acts of Kindness meeting will be Thurs-
day, November 3, 2016 at 6 pm at La Salsa’s 
restaurant, 840 W. Danforth Road, Edmond.  We 
also will be feeding the Wesley Foundation this 
same day between l0:30 and approximately l:30 
pm.  Any questions call Marie  249-1107.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Come and Go 95th birthday celebration in honor 
of Jerry Brown on Sunday, November 6, 2016 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at 3604 Spring Hill Drive in 
Edmond at the Piatt/Gately home. All are wel-
come.  No gifts, please; cards are encouraged. If 
you have any questions, please call Marie Gately 
at 405-249-1107.

January 13-16  |  $85 to attend

Crop Walk--Nov 6th 2-4pm @ 
Mitch Park *All youth are invited 
to attend and walk as a group.

All 6th-12th grade mark your calendars for District 
Winter Retreat at Canyon Camp. Sign up in Erica's office 
until December 7th.
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WESLEY AUCTION & JAZZ GALA
Join us for the Inaugural Wesley Auction & Jazz Gala on Saturday, 
November 5th in the Grand Ballroom at the Nigh University Center at 
UCO. The event will feature exclusive auction items, incredible food, 
and wonderful music. The semi-formal event is expected to be a great 
evening that you won’t want to miss!

The event is not only an evening of fun, but a way that you can contrib-
ute to the Wesley Campus Ministry at UCO. The Wesley serves hun-
dreds of college students each year, and funds raised during the Gala 
will go to help students to grow their walk with God, as well as provide 
programming for the students.

Order your tickets today! Visit www.UCOWesley.net or contact Aimee 
Hallenbeck in the business office to purchase yours soon! Can’t make it 
to the event but still want to help the Wesley to reach more students? 
Donations of new items are needed! Items such as professional or col-
lege game tickets, gift cards, and other items are being accepted at this 
time. If you know a business owner or want to collaborate with your Sunday School class or group to donate an 
item or basket, please contact Kaye Dowell at 325-725-6388.

CROP WALK 
November 6 | 1 pm Mitch Park
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events 
sponsored by Church World Service and organized by 
local congregations, raising funds and awareness to 
combat hunger at home and around the world. 25% 
of the money raised at our CROP Walk stays in Ed-
mond to support 5 local charities: The Hope Center, 
Breakfast on Blvd., Mobile Meals, Samaritan House 
and Project 66 Food Pantry.

Walkers can be any age. You may walk, run, push a 
stroller, or walk your dog. It is not a race. You may 
go the distance right for you. Each walker is asked to 
raise money by asking friends to sponsor them. Walk-
ers who raise at least $100 earn a free CROP Walk 

t-shirt. Ed-
mond FUMC 
has been the 
top CROP 
fund-raiser 
of the local 
churches par-
ticipating for 
the past two 
years.

We need many volunteers for the 2016 Edmond CROP 
Walk. Packets are available at the church now and 
should be turned in by the day of the walk. We hope 
you will join us this year!

PLEDGING UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who has pledged this October!  
It has been a great success with 188 pledges so far, 22 
of which are brand new.  In addition, the e-Giving goal 
has been exceeded and currently stands at 56%!  Calls 
will begin this week to those who have not yet 

had a chance to pledge.  If you would like to pledge or 
set up e-Giving, you may do so by contacting Aimee 
Hallenbeck in the church office by email, finance@
fumcedmond.org, or by phone, 341-0107.
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 23, 2016)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 171
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 73
Worship Service – 11:00 am 167
Nursery 6

Total 417
Sunday School 216
Youth 17

Calendar of Events

Wednesday, October 26 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
4:00 pm  OHAI Class, M 313 & 314
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm   Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room  
6:30 pm   Salvation of Dr Who, M 314  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Thursday, October 27 
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
3:00 pm   Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

Friday, October 28
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

Sunday, October 30 
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am   Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm   Youth Halloween Party & Worship
7:30 pm   Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm   Volleyball, CAC Gym

Monday, October 31 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm   Wesley Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:45 pm   Bell Choir Practice, M 104B 
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, November 1 
All Day  Senior Connection, Talimena Dr
6:30 pm   LGBT Support Group, M 316 
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Wesley Worship, M Wesley Hall

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER

Wednesday Dinner Menu
October 26  |  5:30 pm

LASAGNA WITH SALAD & ASSORTED COOKIES 
*PBJs will be available for children. 
Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7
Kids 12 & Under $4

Family Max $25


