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The Messenger

LONGING FOR COMFORT
Lecti onary Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV)

There have been ti mes in my life that I have needed 
comfort from painful situati ons.

As a very small child, I remember getti  ng an earache that 
seemed as if it was tearing a hole in my head.  My mother 
prepared warm sweet oil and poured it into my ear and it 
alleviated my pain.  She held me aft er applying it and the 
combinati on of pain relief, warmth, and her rocking sent 
me back into a deep, comforti ng sleep.

When I was a litt le older, I had a splitti  ng sinus headache.  
I was already in bed and my father came and held my 
forehead with his strong hands in a way that gave some 
relief.  He held me like that in silence unti l I fell asleep 
again.

As a young man, I experienced surgery extracti ng kidney 
stones.   When I awoke, my wife Sheryl was there in the 
room and her presence was reassuring knowing that she 
was watching out for me.  She later told me that right 
before surgery, the nurse brought something for her to 
sign.  She began to read it over and the nurse seemed 
a litt le put out.  Then Sheryl discovered that the papers 
indicated someone else’s surgery!  The nurse apologized 
profusely and didn’t rush Sheryl when she returned with 
the appropriate chart.  That story made me doubly glad 
that Sheryl was there for me.

Pain is easier to manage when we experience it within the 
bounds of others helping us to cope.  Studies have shown 
that human touch actually speeds up the healing process.  
Seeing a loved one oft en causes the brain to release 
natural painkillers which helps with endurance.

How are we comforted by our faith?  This Sunday’s 
lecti onary text immediately calls to mind for me Handel’s 
Messiah.  This important work declares the love of God for 
us through Jesus Christ.  It opens with the Isaiah passage 
with a tenor soloist holding out an elongated “Comfort Ye.”  
It is the desire of God for the prophet to bring comfort to a 
people in exile.  This speaks to us of who God is.  It speaks 
to us of what God comes to do in Jesus Christ.  It is one of 
my favorite passages and it prepares us for Christmas.

In Christ,

Sam

Picture by Katy Tresedder via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creati ve Commons license.
Check out Sam’s blog at htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/

Someti mes simplicity and vulnerability
capture Christmas in a profound way.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
Join us on December 13th for the youth Christmas 
party. Bring a fun snack, a friend, and wear your ugliest 
Christmas sweater!

SENIOR HIGH SUPRISE (9TH-12TH)
RSVP by Wednesday, December 6th. You will need to wear 
something warm for the event. We will meet at the church 
at 1pm and return around 4:45 pm.

CONFIRMATION
Classes will begin January 7th at 9:45 in room 303 during 
Sunday school.  If you have a 6th grader who is interested, 
please contact Erica Lawrence.
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 9  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a 
fantastic speaker.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday,  December 8 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  December 14 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

THE COAT DRIVE HAS BEGUN
Dec. 10 - Jan. 7
Parkway Cleaners will graciously clean the coats, 
which we will then give to those in need through 
our local FUMC ministries. Bins from Parkway will 
be located in the Wesley Foyer & in the CAC. Please 
donate your old coats!

AMAZON SMILES
Using Amazon Smiles gives the church cash back on 
every purchase. Just use this link whenever you shop 
Amazon this holiday season!

smile.amazon.com/ch/73-0744597

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
December 7, 2017 at 6 pm at the Edmond Schlotsky’s 
meeting room on Danforth.

FOUND:  WEDDING RING
A wedding ring was turned into the office last week.  
Please contact Aimee Hallenbeck to identify the ring 
and hopefully start wearing it again before your spouse 
finds out!  You can contact Aimee by email, finance@
fumcedmond.org, or 405-341-0107.

SAVE THE DATE
Walk to Emmaus is a 3 day spiritual retreat at Oak Park 
Retreat Center in Perkins, OK.  The 2018 the walk will 
be held March 1-4, 2018, for the men and March 15-18, 
2018, for the women.  For more information contact 
Carly Moguin at 479-586-8908 or carlymoguin@
yahoo.com.

BOOK SIGNING
Our own Paul Hamilton will do a book signing this 
Saturday, December 9th, at Best of Books in Edmond 
from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.  His new book is entitled, Fathers, 
Monsters, & Sons about the complexities of father-son 
relationships.  Congratulations Paul on your newest 
book!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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ALL CHURCH DINNER - BELL CONCERT TIME 
CHANGE

If you were in worship on Sunday, you heard Sam tell 
about an all church dinner that will be on Sunday, 
December 17th at 6:00 pm in the Christi an Acti vity 
Center.  We will be presenti ng the church with the 
possibility of purchasing the building occupied by 
Ratcliff e’s Books which is adjacent on the southeast 
side of our church campus.  We will be sending out a 
lett er with details in the near future.

In order to accommodate the dinner, the bell choir 
Christmas concert will be moved up from 3:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm.  We hope that everyone will come and 
fi ll the sanctuary prior to moving across the alley for 
dinner.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeff er, Director of Music 
Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Join us this Sunday as the Chancel Choir presents 
the cantata “Come Rejoicing” by Jonathan Willcocks! 
Weaving together traditi onal scripture passages, 
familiar Advent and Christmas texts along with thrilling 
new music, “Come Rejoicing” will be a fi tti  ng way to 
prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ.

In years past, these cantatas have been very well 
att ended – nearly always to capacity at the 8:30 & 
11:00 services. This year, we pleased to announce that 
the cantata will be presented at all three sanctuary 
services (8:30, 9:45 & 11:00). So, if you want to avoid 
larger crowds, perhaps you might consider att ending 
the 9:45 service.

No matt er what service you att end, the Chancel Choir 
prays that you are blessed by the music!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am UMW Luncheon, CAC 107/108
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Pastor Trey Bible Study, CAC 108
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, 313/314 M
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7                                                                       
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
5:30 pm  Good News Christmas Party, 107/108 CAC
6:00 pm  Random Acts of Kindness, Schlotsky’s on   
  Danforth
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8                                                                       
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC
8:00 pm  District Youth Lock In, El Reno
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9                                                                      
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC
9:00 am  Scout Leadership Event, CAC
8:00 pm  District Youth Lock In, El Reno
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10                                                                           
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Admin Council Charge Conference. Lunch   
  Provided.
2:00 pm  Kostboth Anniversary Party, Wesley Hall
2:00 pm  Trustees, 116B
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11                                                                               
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeti ng, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Moms Group, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connecti on Meeti ng, 118B
1:00 pm  UMW Wesleyan Circle, 118B
6:30 pm  Allies in Acti on, M 316
6:30 pm   Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeti ng, 316
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW Friendship Circle, 118B
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
5:30 pm  Youth Christmas Party
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastor Trey Bible Study, CAC 108
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 6
 Pizza, salad and dessert.

DECEMBER 13
Sandwich, chips and a cookie.

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 26, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 205
Worship Service – 9:45 am 45
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 81
Worship Service – 11:00 am 214
Nursery 12
The Late Night Service 27

Total 584

BOULEVARD BUDDIES CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Boulevard Buddies provide a Thanksgiving lunch for the 
students at Boulevard Academy (across the street from our 
church) each year.  This year, we are going to also provide 
a Christmas lunch on December 19th.  We have a sign-up 
sheet at the church if you would like to provide lunch items.  
You don’t have to be available to serve, just drop off  the 
items at the church that morning (or the night before).  This 
will help provide some Christmas cheer to our neighbors to 
the west!


