
September 6, 2017  •  Volume 29, Issue 35

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s    P. O .  B o x  3 9 0 ,  E d m o n d ,  O K   7 3 0 8 3
P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s    3 0 5  E .  H u r d ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 3 4

P h o n e  4 0 5 - 3 4 1 - 0 1 0 7   |   F a x  4 0 5 - 3 4 8 - 7 9 2 1
W e b  w w w. f u m c e d m o n d . o r g   |   E m a i l  i n f o @ f u m c e d m o n d . o r g

The Messenger

THE DIFFICULTY OF GRACE 
Lectionary reading: Romans 13:8-14 (NRSV)

Over the next three weeks, I will preach a 
series on the difficulties of God’s grace that 
I’ve entitled, Full: Finding God’s Abundance 
in Our Lives.

When we discover grace, we find that we 
have more than enough of the things that 
really matter.

Grace allows us to move past bitter hurts.

Grace allows us to forgive those who have 
done us wrong.

Grace allows us to love our enemies.

The difficulty comes when we encounter grace 
and feel as if we are undeserving.  Of course, 
this may be a necessary feeling so that we do 
not begin to take God’s gifts for granted.  A little humility 
is an important ingredient for seeing grace for what it 
truly is.

With apologies to Wayne and Garth, sometimes our 
response to the idea that “we’re not worthy” is to try to 
earn our way into God’s favor.  We end up incorporating 
a “works righteousness” theology that will always leave 
us lacking.

Rather than work to curry God’s love, we work in 
response to the love God has already bestowed upon 
us.  This may sound like semantics but it is crucial in 
how we understand the human-divine relationship.

Our work for Christ comes out of thanksgiving and 
gratitude rather than seeking to gain what we already 
have.

Gifts are often difficult for us to receive.  And as we look 
at the Romans passage, we see that we become part of 
the gift to the world when we seek to act out in love.  
Love is not an easy thing or a simple thing.  My own 
capacity to love others is expanded when I seek God 
out in my life.

This Sunday will be the first of our new 9:45 am worship 

service in the sanctuary.  I will be preaching at 8:30, 9:45 
and 11:00 am in the sanctuary and at 10:50 in Wesley 
Hall. Trey will be preaching at 7:00 pm in Wesley Hall as 
he and Matt finish up the series on the General Rules.  
This gives a lot of opportunity for worship!  If you are 
in the area on Sunday, I hope you’ll join us!  If you can’t 
make it in person, you can always catch us on Facebook 
live or replay it later.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com
Photo by rumpleteaser via Flicker.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license. 

It is okay if we are as “busy as a bee” in our love for others but it is 
easier to maintain the pace when we acknowledge God regularly.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 9th  |  Back to School Bash  |  3-5pm 
*All youth meet in the CAC at 2:30 ready to help. 
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AUDITIONS FOR SPIRIT ACT DINNER THEATRE
Thursday, September 7  |  6:00 PM  |  CAC
Spirit Act will present a mystery dinner theatre, “And 
SO They Had None” on Friday, November 10. If you are 
interested in being in this play, join us Thursday night; you 
don’t have to prepare anything. Questions or can’t make 
it Thursday night but are interested in being a part of this 
fun comedy? Contact spiritact@fumcedmond.org.

UMW REGIONAL MEETING
Saturday, September 16  | 7:30 am - 1:00 pm
Edmond United Methodist is hosting 50-60 ladies for 
the regional meeting for UMW.  Volunteers are needed 
to donate breakfast casseroles, fruit or fruit salad and 
bakery items.  If you are willing to volunteer, contact 
Beth Everett at 590-6320.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, September 14 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, September 15 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st
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SUNSET ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
First United Methodist Church of Edmond is beginning 
our third year of service to children at Sunset Elementary, 
tutoring a child, one-on-one for 30 minutes each week in 
kindergarten through third grade. Tutors work with children 
during the school day at times specified by the school.  We 
provide materials and training for a structured time using 
strategies that impact growth.  

Tutor training will be on Tuesday, September 19, at 9:00 
AM at Sunset Elementary’s new library. Tutoring will 
begin the week of September 25.  Follow-up training with 
specific strategies by grade level will be offered as the year 
progresses.

Come join in this rewarding ministry.  For questions, or to 
volunteer, please contact Sherri Brown at sherribrown56@
me.com or 833-2583.  
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SIGN UP FOR DISCIPLE STUDY
This first Disciple 
Bible study serves as 
the basis for all other 
studies in the Disciple 
family that follow. 
Over the course of 34 
weeks, Disciple covers 
the entire Bible, 
following the biblical 
story from Creation to 
the New Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays at 5:30 pm 
starting September 17.

To join in on this study, sign up on the website 
or outside the East Wing.  

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
Thanks to all the gifts we have received for relief 
efforts for Hurricane Harvey.  Right now, we are 
only collecting monetary donations.  Although 
some churches are collecting flood buckets, we 
believe that the immediate need is cash and 
that the money you would spend on items for 
the buckets would be more efficiently used 
by United Methodists currently on the scene.  
You may continue to give to this throughout 
the fall by writing a check to the church with 
“Hurricane Relief” in the notes.  As the clean-
up will take a long time, we will be taking a 
mission trip to do so in the future.  Interested 
people should contact info@fumcedmond.org 
and we will contact you when we have details.  
Please continue to pray for the people on the 
Gulf Coast!

WHERE SHOULD I PARK?
It’s back to school time, and that 
means that parking can sometimes get 
confusing with the many UCO parking 
lots near our campus. 

We thought we would share a parking 
map with you so you will know which 
places are FUMC parking friendly.  

Don’t forget! If you will be parking in 
our parking lots Monday through Friday, 
we have special FUMC window decals in 
the church office for you to let us and 
the UCO Parking attendants know you 
are allowed to park in our lots.  

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, September 9  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on 
Saturday for a delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, 
coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and 
a fantastic speaker, John Clark.

John Clark grew up on Sugarloaf Mountain 
near Fort Smith, Arkansas. While growing 
up, he, his brothers, and parents attended the First United Methodist 
Church in Poteau, where his Dad was the Choir Director for 25 years. After 
graduating from William Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri in 2006, he 
moved to Oklahoma City to attend Oklahoma City University School of 
Law. John now works for the Stuart and Clover law firm where he primarily 
drafts oil and gas title opinions. John met his wife, Laura, in February 2016. 
Exactly one year from their first date they said their marriage vows in the 
Church’s sanctuary. Outside of Church activities, they enjoy attending 
concerts, Thunder games, working on house projects, and making 
occasional road-trips.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org
Though Children’s Choir rehearsals begin this evening, there’s still time 
to sign up for this exciting ministry!  Visit https://www.fumcedmond.
org/music-ministry/ to access the online registration form. I’m happy to 
report that we’ll have nearly 40 children spread over three ensembles 
that will greatly enhance our worship and outreach.  As always, I thank 
you as a congregation for your generous support which makes this 
possible.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7                                                                        
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Auditions, CAC

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC
3:00 pm  Back to School Bash, CAC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Church & Society, M 118B
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
4:00 pm  Cub Scout PRAY Program, CAC 209/210
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
9:15 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee 
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 6
Pizza - Youth Fundraiser

SEPTEMBER 13
Taco Salad - UMM Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 3, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 179
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 51
Worship Service – 11:00 am 186
Nursery 14
The Late Night Service 27

Total 457
Sunday School 203

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
We hope you make plans to join us for the Back to School 
Bash on September 9 from 3-5 pm!  We will have free fun 
and food for the whole family with qctivities including a 
bouncy house, balloon artist, face painting and carnival 
games. Everyone is invited to attend! Come play and get to 
know other families in our church and preschool. Questions? 
Contact Megan Borum, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries at megan@fumcedmond.org.


