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The Messenger

WHAT IS SHAPING 
ME?
Lectionary Reading: 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
(NRSV)

Our culture shapes is 
in lots of ways.

For a while, we were 
very body-conscious 
and the best-sellers all 
had to do with diets 
and exercise trends.  
While there is still 
emphasis on being 
slim and trim, I’m 
not sure the subject 
carries the weight 
it once did (pun 
intended)!

Quite frankly, it is easier to be more conscious of our bodies 
than our spiritual lives.

We see our bodies in the mirror on a daily basis.

We know when we are having trouble catching our breath 
after the flight of stairs.

We encounter lots of advertising using men and women of 
particular body types.

But as pervasive as body-consciousness is, there may be 
a new sheriff in town with regards to what captures our 
attention.  This is because the way we process information 
today continues to change.  The use of screens has become 
obsessive for many people.  We gather and are exposed to 
more information than we were in the past.

While reading a novel written in the 1970’s, I was surprised 
that the characters in the book were waiting for the 6:00 
hour with anticipation so they could learn about the latest 
national disaster on the evening news.  We are so used to 
the 24-hour news cycle and its immediate consumption that 

it sounds strange to 
think that people used 
to make it a priority to 
watch the news at a 
specific time.

The average amount 
of screen time for 
Americans seems to 
vary widely depending 
on the study you read 
but the consensus 
is that the average 
continues to increase.  
There is so much 
that we can do on 
our tablets or smart 
phones that it boggles 
the mind.

How does this shape 
us?  I don’t think we can definitively say yet.  It is so new that 
it is difficult to process the good and the bad.

This Sunday, we will let Jeremiah remind us that God will 
shape us if we are willing.  But it clearly looks like our choice 
(God will not force our cooperation) in this week’s scripture 
reading.  Our actions will bring consequences and Jeremiah 
seems to indicate that we should be more willing to count 
the cost.

Join us for worship either in Edmond or online and we’ll 
continue to explore this important topic!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by 

Malingering via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.

What are the likely consequences?
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HOPE CENTER NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Hope Center, one of Edmond FUMC’s designated 
projects, needs volunteers to work at the reception 
desk, in the resell shop, in the food pantry, and in the 
clothing room. The Center also needs staples for the 
pantry, and personal care supplies. 

If you are interested in volunteering at Hope Center or 
in donating some of the needed supplies, please call 
405-348-1340.

PRESCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Do you like baby snuggles and rocking chairs?? The 
Preschool and Mother’s Day Out program looking 
for volunteer Baby Rockers and Back-Patters for our 
infant and 1 year old classes during our first 2 weeks of 
school. If you would like to volunteer from 12:00-2:00, 
Monday-Thursday from September 4 - 18th, any or 
all of those days, please contact Laura at preschool@
fumcedmond.org or 341-1230.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
September 5, 2019 at 6 pm at Interurban Restaurant 
on Danforth.  Any questions feel free to call Marie L. 
Gately 249-1107

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service for Barbara Hutchinson will be 
held Saturday, September 7 at 10:00 am.  Please keep 
the family in your prayers.
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FIRST KIDS TUTORING MINISTRY – SUNSET 
ELEMENTARY
This FUMC Edmond ministry assists children from 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade that are struggling in 
reading at Sunset Elementary.  Tutors work with children 
one-on-one, for 30 minutes, one time per week.  Tutors are 
provided materials and training specific to the grade level 
they will tutor.  

Training for this year will be held on Monday, September 
23:
     • 9:00-11:00 – Kindergarten
     • 11:30-1:30 – 1st Grade
     • 1:30-3:30 – 2nd/3rd Grade

We would love to have you join us in this very rewarding 
ministry.  For more information you may call Sherri Brown, 
405 833-2583 or email her at sherribrown56@me.com.  If 
you are ready to volunteer, you may sign-up here: www.
fumcedmond.org/news.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH- SEPTEMBER 14
Looking for a fun way to spend your Saturday afternoon? 
Join us for the annual Back to School Bash!  We will have 
games, sno cones, petting zoo and inflatables!  It is a fun 
community event, so invite your friends and family for a 
great afternoon of fun to celebrate the return of the school 
year!

BANNER’S UP!
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

A few months ago, our banner stand along Boulevard 
broke.  These hardworking gentlemen have built us a new 
one so that we can communicate our services and events 
with drivers by!  Thank you to the “knotheads” for helping 
us in sharing our mission with the public!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING BEGINS SEPTEMBER 4
Wednesday nights are full of programming options for you and your family at Edmond FUMC!  We have a variety of op-
tions of classes for the old and young alike!  Here is a complete list of classes and studies you might want to be a part of 
following dinner at 5:15 pm:

SHORT-TERM BIBLE STUDY- EVERYBODY ALWAYS:
Join in for a 4 week study by Bob Goff on becoming love in 
a world full of setbacks and difficult people!  A study guide 
is helpful for the course, but not required. 

LONG-TERM DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES:
Disciple Fast Track 1 provides comprehensive engagement 
with the entire biblical text. We meet for 24 weeks, devoting 
12 weeks each to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible 
to read each day. This class will be led by Rev. Trey Witzel 
and Madison Waller on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. 

Disciple Fast Track 3 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, 
studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed 
to Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, 
with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. This study 
examines the connection between memory and identity 
as the people of God by looking at the Prophets and Paul. 
This class will be led by Rev. Don Vaught and David Lee on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:15 pm.

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer 
or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions 
about one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don 
Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.

CHOIRS AND MUSIC:
Beginning Handbells- 5 pm
A new handbell choir is forming!  This group requires no 
musical experience, no handbell experience, we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 5:00 
to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can enjoy 
the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  Please let 
Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@fumcedmond.
org or 405-423-3383.

Cherub Choir (Preschool)- 6 pm
Kids in the Cherub Choir learn how to sing accurately, develop 
their singing voices for use in worship and begin to learn the 
basics of rhythm and pitch through age-appropriate games 
and activities.  Members of the Cherub Choir participate in 
worship approximately four times a year.

Chorister and Junior Choirs- 6:30 pm
Children in these choirs learn the fundamentals of music 
reading through a variety of exercises and games based 
on the Kodály method.  They also spend time learning 
about the seasons of the church year while learning age-
appropriate anthems for presentation in worship.  They sing 
for worship about once every 5-6 weeks.

Chancel Choir- 7:15 pm
Our church is blessed to have a 50-voice adult choir that 
enhances our worship.  The ensemble rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:30 and Sundays from 
5:00-6:15 in the choir room (Main Building, Room 100B), 
and they sing nearly every Sunday at the 8:30 & 11:00a.m. 
worship services.  It is important to note that members 
need only commit to one rehearsal and one service per 
week.  Twice a year, the choir presents a larger choral work, 
such as a cantata or small oratorio. 

All voice parts are needed and new members are always 
welcome.  If you are interested, please contact music@
fumcedmond.org or 405.341.0107 ext. 113.

YOUTH PROGRAMMING- 6:00 pm
Youth members come and learn with peers about the 
teachings of Christ through mission, fellowship and Bible 
study. The Youth meet on the 3rd floor of the main building.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies, Various
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5                                                                      
11:00 am Wesley Lunch, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Trustees, 116B
1200 pm  Acolyte Training, Sanctuary
12:00 pm Acolyte Lunch, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Youth Council, M 303
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9                                                                        
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10                                                                        
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Hurd and Jackson
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, SETPEMBER 11                                                                     
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies, Various
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 1, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 168
Worship Service – 9:45 am 48
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 63
Worship Service – 11:00 am 141
Nursery 12

Total 432
Sunday School 178


