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The Messenger

WORLD WIDE WORSHIP  
This summer while traveling, our family 
worshiped at Southminster United Church of 
Canada in Niagara Falls, Ontario.  It was not the 
largest congregation we’ve ever attended.  In 
fact, we were 4 of the 34 in worship that morning.

My interest in this particular congregation 
was our common ties to Methodism and 
Wesleyan heritage.  The United Church of 
Canada was formed by merging four Protestant 
denominations in 1925, one of them being the 
Methodist Church in Canada. In fact, the United 
Church of Canada remains a member of the 
World Methodist Council. Since I am serving on 
this council in the present quinquennium (and 
since there are no United Methodist Churches in 
Canada), I thought it would be helpful to worship 
there.

It was a nice experience but not so different from 
small United Methodist churches that I’ve attended. To 
be fair, I didn’t anticipate the Canadian worship to be 
drastically altered from what we do in Oklahoma.

A more varied experience was when Kyla and I stopped 
in to a Methodist Church on St. John’s Island back in 
2015.  They handed us percussion instruments along 
with the bulletins when we entered the sanctuary.  We 
had a good time of island style gospel singing to open 
worship!  Later in the service, the pastor asked if there 
were any other clergy in the congregation.  I was one 
of three present that day and he called us all forward.  I 
was invited to pray for people in the congregation as was 
happy to do so. Then I helped him serve Communion to 
the congregation which was one of my highlights of the 
trip (yes, but I am called to do this!).

This was not my first experience in praying for people 
of another congregation.  I have done so in Methodist 
Churches in South Africa and Mexico.  I can tell you that 
while our cultures may differ in a lot of ways, our needs 
in prayer are very similar.

Part of the South African experience involved a hike 
to see The Pinnacle Rock in Graskop, South Africa.  
While we were there, some of the local women found 
out that Bishop Hayes was an episcopal leader and an 

impromptu prayer service broke out!  Bishop Hayes was 
glad to pray for them as requested and I took a quick 
photo.  I think their trip to the mountain top included 
unexpected blessings!

All of this reminiscing is to remind us that we will be 
celebrating World Communion Sunday on October 1st.  
This is especially moving to me as I imagine Christians 
all around the globe gathering for this holy meal.  Not 
all of us get along theologically but we are brothers 
and sisters nonetheless.  Even though we may have 
differences, we have far more in common than we 
would consider at first glance.  This Sunday recognizes 
our common heritage and faith.  It is rather impressive 
to kneel at the altar rails while realizing that people 
are praying in the same way in different languages in a 
wide variety of settings all over the earth.  Some of the 
prayers may be of a very different style but the basic 
content remains surprisingly similar.

I hope you’ll find a place to worship and receive this 
Sunday and remember your brothers and sisters 
around the world!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com

Bishop Hayes is praying for a local woman in South Africa. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Youth Summit @ Church of the Good Shepherd Yukon
Saturday, September 30th |  8:30am-4:30pm
*If your 6th-12th grader feels called to lead at a Conference 
level please have them talk with Erica by September 24th. 

The Messenger                       September 27, 2017

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  September  28 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
October 5, 2017 at 6 pm at Earls BBQ  located at 2121 
S. Broadway, Edmond. 

CROP WALK SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for the CROP Walk on November 
5.  Packets will be available in October, and more info 
to come.

ADOPT-A-STREET
The final Adopt-A-Street will be October 28. More 
information to come.

HURRICANE RELIEF UPDATE
To date, we have sent $8,728 to send to UMCOR for 
Hurricane Relief.  Donations are still being taken if you 
would like to donate.

UNITED WAY AND SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY
Many people don’t realize when they elect to give 
to United Way of Central Oklahoma through payroll 
deductions that they can designate their gift to a 
specific organization. All they need do is enter the 
organization’s number on their pledge card. The 
numbers are found in the brochures that are provided 
by United Way. Skyline Urban Ministry, your United 
Methodist mission in Oklahoma City, is a United Way 
partner and donors can select Skyline to directly 
receive their pledge. Skyline’s designation code 
number is 7071. We invite you to use it!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

FUMC SHIRTS
Show your love of FUMC with a new FUMC 
t-shirt or polo!  We are now taking pre-orders 
for shirts and polos which are expected to arrive 
early in November.  If you would like to order 
one, you may sign up in the foyer or visit www.
fumcedmond.org to order online. 

Questions? Call or email Trey Witzel at trey@
fumcedmond.org or 405-341-0107.
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BOULEVARD BUDDIES SEEKS SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all 
three Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is 
a ministry of volunteers who “adopted” the school 
10 years ago. The group has grown over the years 
from 6 to 68 current volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies 
provides support to the students and staff with 
regularly planned activities and addresses specific 
needs as they arise.
 
It was brought to our attention by the administration 
that only 2 students, of the 112 currently enrolled, 
brought school supplies for this academic year.  
Boulevard Buddies is sponsoring an Emergency 
School Supplies Drive to aid the students and staff.  
Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.   
Collection will begin UMW Sunday, September 
24th. If you would like to make a donation of $40 to 
purchase all of the supplies on the list, or another amount and have the shopping done for you, just drop a check in the 
offering or bring it to the church office with Boulevard Buddies in the Memo.
 
If you are willing to provide the supplies for 1 or more students (see supply list below), or get involved on a regular basis 
please contact Ellen Lyons, 405-820-7729 or by email, lyonsden5@cox.net. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

The arrival of fall means that our long liturgical season 
of “ordinary time” is ending and we will increasingly 
be celebrating special Sundays from now until the 
end of the year. The first on our fall schedule, World 
Communion Sunday, will occur this Sunday. At the 
three traditional services, we will celebrate with 
hymns and choral music that, while not necessarily 
multi-ethnic in nature, will stress the unity, resolve, 
and love we share with Christians across the globe 
through the mysterious yet palpable gift of Holy 
Communion. We’ll also mark this special day by 
learning a new musical setting of the Communion 
liturgy that we’ll use over the next year. 

New Adult Choir Forming!
Our Chancel Choir works tirelessly to learn 
anthems for presentation at services nearly every 
Sunday. While fun and rewarding, it can be a steep 
commitment for some who either don’t have the 
time, or feel as though their musical background is 
lacking. We now have three choirs geared towards 

children, so why not another adult choir? I feel as 
though it’s time to provide our growing congregation 
with another option to engage in musical leadership 
– that’s why I’m looking to launch a choir aimed at 
“seasoned” voices.

This group, which will meet weekly on either Tuesday 
or Thursday mornings, will place a big emphasis 
on growing as musicians and disciples through fun 
and fellowship in a low-pressure environment. 
The repertoire will consist of many popular Gospel 
& Spiritual hymns, in addition to some modern-
day, simple anthems. Ideally, this group will not 
only provide musical leadership at the 8:30 service 
approximately twice a quarter, but will serve as an 
outreach of the congregation, such as visiting nursing 
homes.

If you are interested in hearing more about it, please 
contact me at either 405.341.0107 ext. 116 or 
andrew@fumcedmond.org 

Boulevard Buddies School Supplies Project Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders
2 - boxes facial tissues
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils
1 - 10 count Colored Markers

2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers (core colors)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30                                                                         
8:00 am  Troop 77 Merit Badge Day, CAC Gym
8:30 am  CCYM -  Good Shepherd

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC 
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2                                                                               
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee
6:00 pm  Scouts - STEM, CAC 209 
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm   Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
5:30 pm  Evangelism Meeting, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 27
TBA - Children’s Ministry Fundraiser

OCTOBER 4
Pizza - Youth Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 24, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 210
Worship Service – 9:45 am 63
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 82
Worship Service – 11:00 am 179
Nursery 15
The Late Night Service 26

Total 575
Sunday School 271


