
FALL CONNECTIONS
What does it mean 
to be strategic as a 
church?  Sometimes 
the word “strategic” 
feels manipulative as 
if the church shouldn’t 
try to reach people 
other than through 
opening our doors 
and hanging out our 
sign.  This works if the 
culture at large is Christian and it is normative to worship on 
Sunday mornings.  But what happens when we move into a 
post-Christian culture?  One that offers a host of alternatives 
for Sunday morning?  What happens when the reasons for 
worship attendance change?

Giving people a sense of mission while at the same time 
making vital connections to the world around us is strategic in 
that the newer generations are attracted to a larger purpose.  
But more importantly it is a biblical imperative to make deeper 
relationships with the neighbors in our community.  So if it isn’t 
a part of a church’s identity to reach beyond its walls, it should 
be.  Fortunately, this was a part of our church’s culture long 
before I arrived.  

One of the partnerships is with local schools.  Boulevard 
Academy sits almost directly across from our church property 
on Boulevard Avenue.  Boulevard Academy is an alternate high 
school that helps provide many students with the opportunity 
to earn their diploma that they might otherwise not have.  
Earlier this year, we helped provide school supplies for students 
that are our neighbors.

As we look toward a younger clientele, our efforts at tutoring 
at Sunset Elementary are gearing up again.  Tutoring happens 
during the school day and we are currently signing up interested 
church members who will help provide educational assistance 
that these students may not otherwise receive.  

As we go to the other end of the educational spectrum, our 
presence on the University of Central Oklahoma campus is 
still going strong.  We have a lot of new students that have 
connected with our church through our Wesley Foundation.  
As the host church, we will be helping with their Gala again this 
Fall on Saturday, October 13th.  If you are unable to purchase 
tickets for that evening, you might consider donating an item 
for the silent auction.  It is always a fun time for fellowship 

as we help the next 
generation have a 
spiritual outlet as they 
pursue their higher 
education.

Finally, we will have the 
Crop Walk the next day 
on Sunday, October 
14th at 2:00 pm in 
Mitch Park.  The United 
Methodist Church has 

long been a part of Church World Service which is the host 
organization for the Crop Walk.  The money raised goes to 
hunger relief around the world.  A good portion stays right 
here in Edmond supporting the Project 66 Food Pantry.  This, 
of course, is another outlet for good Methodists as our church 
takes over the volunteer opportunities every Monday!  Every 
year, I walk in the Crop Walk as it helps me to remember those 
around the world who live in very different situations than me.  

These are just a few of the larger missional opportunities 
we have coming up.  While we have fostered these natural 
relationships, I must admit that we weren’t intending to be 
strategic when we began to engage in them.  

They seemed like natural ways that we would want to reach 
out to our community in love and service.  In about a month, 
we will highlight ways in which you might also become involved 
in the great variety of ministries available through our church.  
We call it “Serve the Lord with Gladness” Sunday and this year 
it will be on October 28.  We have it during the Sunday school 
hour (9:45 to 10:45) in the Christian Activity Center.  It looks 
like an involvement fair where you can go to the tables (like 
Boulevard Buddies or Tutoring or Choir) to learn about specific 
things our church offers.  

I’m very proud of the church I serve.  We seek to impact 
our community in many positive ways and these are just a 
few opportunities that I’ve highlighted.  It’s nice when good 
strategy and biblical calling coincide on the same path!  

I hope you’ll join us in worship this Sunday as we worship the risen 
Lord together.  You never know what opportunity might arise!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.precedinggrace.
blogspot.com. 
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness Ladies will be meeting at 
Schlotzsky’s on Danforth in Edmond, Thursday, October 
4, 2018 at 6 pm. See everyone there.  Any questions 
call Marie 249-1107

UMW
Attention United Methodist Women (UMW) No 
October Unit Meeting. The executive meeting will be 
held at 11:30 on October 17 in the Library.

SUNSET ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
FUMC Edmond provides a tutoring service to children in 
Kindergarten through third grade at Sunset Elementary 
School in Edmond. Tutors help children learn to read 
through one on one time with students for thirty 
minutes one to two times per week. This year, we are 
asking kindergarten tutors to work with their students 
two times per week in order to make better progress. 
All tutoring takes place M-Th during the school day: 
9:30-10:30 for Kindergarten, 9:00-10:00 for 1st grade, 
11:00-12:00 for 3rd grade and 2:00-3:00 for 2nd grade. 
Tutoring begins the first full week of October. For more 
information or to volunteer and to get details about 
the training dates and time, please email Sherri Brown 
at sherribrown56@me.com.  
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     
(andrew@fumcedmond.org)

It’s (time to start thinking of) the most wonderful time of the 
year!

In last week’s Messenger, I urged you to mark two dates 
on your calendar: December 13 at 6:00 when we’ll be 
offering a special live nativity/children’s Christmas program 
in conjunction with the preschool, and Sunday, December 
23 when the choir will offer the cantata “The Voices of 
Christmas.”  I neglected to mention another perennial 
Advent event: The Handbell Choir Christmas concert which 
will take place on Sunday, December 9 at 5:00. 

On a related note, we’ve been graced with several new 
adult choir members over the past few weeks, but there’s 
always room for more.  If you find yourself interested in 
participating in the cantata, now is the time to jump in.  
Don’t hesitate to contact me if you’re interested. (andrew@
fumcedmond.org) 

Last but not least, you are cordially invited to a flute recital 
this Sunday at 3:00 in our sanctuary performed by Lauren 
Hampton.  She’s playing a wide variety of pieces that are 
sure to delight.  Tell you friends!

WESLEY AUCTION AND GALA
The Wesley Gala is an important fundraiser for our campus 
ministry.  As the host church, we are responsible for making 
sure they make their budget.  Over the past few years, 
funding sources have shifted and so this event is doubly 
important for reaching students!  If you haven’t gone, it is 
hosted on campus and we are looking to build up our list 
of United Methodist alumni.  If you know of someone who 
is United Methodist and went to UCO (or Central State), 
please email the name and any contact info to Michaela 
Drain at 301-6009.  We will send them an invitation.

MOMS GROWING TOGETHER- SIGN UP TODAY!
Imagine…a place that meets you right where you’re at as a 
mom, a woman, and a friend.

Imagine…Learning how to be better equipped as a parent 
through speakers and discussion.  Growing through a 
supportive network of moms who “get” it — from newborns 
to teens. 

Our Moms Group strives to build a community of moms 
who learn and grow together. Members meet together in a 
larger group setting, but are connected with a small group 
of moms. The calendar follows the MDO school calendar 
year. Meetings run about two hours in length to enjoy food 
and fellowship, speakers, and group discussion. 

Registration is $30. For more information, please email 
megan@fumcedmond.org. Two groups are available- 
Monday mornings at 9:15 am or evenings at 6:30 pm. Free 
childcare is available.



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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The youth are about to start a 4 week study on “How Can 
We Pray for You?” The group will look into new, creative 
ways to pray with and for each other. They will look at how 
prayer changed lives in the New and Old Testament and 
also look at how prayer has changed their lives or others 
lives currently. This will be a study that will push comfort 
zones, expand relationships, and cultivate new ways to 
pray for themselves and others. We hope your child will 
join us each Wednesday, 5:15-6pm for dinner and 6pm-
7:30pm on the third floor for programming. Email erica@
fumcedmond.org with any questions. 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT CANYON CAMP
It seemed like over the summer we were commissioning 
groups from our children and youth programs to go to 
camp every worship service.  Camping ministries is a 
huge part of our faith formation for our church—I have 
a colleague who likes to say that it is easier to grow 
closer with God in the five days at camp than any other 
time.  The removal of distractions, the dedication to 
spiritual disciplines, the simple yet profound impact of 
just having fun, it’s what makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold 
an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 3-4th.  
We will all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning 
and depart following our own worship service Sunday 
morning.  The focus for the retreat will be connecting to 
God through nature and growing closer with your fellow 
Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, 
and we have a few different sleeping options ranging 
from the beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, 
or, for our more adventurous folk, tent camping!  The 
break down of costs per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) 
     $5 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Bunk in Cabin
   $30 per person (ages 1-7 $20) (plus $30 per person for meals)

Single in Hardt Lodge
     $60 (plus $30 per person for meals)

Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Triple in Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Quad in Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church 
retreat.  Registration can be found on the church website 
at www.fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, 
please email me at trey@fumcedmond.org.  

2018 EDMOND CROP WALK
Sunday, October 14  |  2:00 pm  |  Mitch Park
Sign-up packets are available in the lobby and outside the sanc-
tuary in the East Wing during September.  Online registration is 
available at www.crophungerwalk.org/edmondok. The event is 
for all ages. Donations are welcome.

HOLY YOGA
Join us in October as we connect with God through the spir-
itual practice of yoga every Wednesday morning.  Starting 
Wednesday October 3rd at 9:20am, we will be be setting aside 
our busy schedules and focusing on our relationship with God 
by tending to both our bodies and our spirits.  We are asking 
for a $5 donation, but don’t let that stop you from worshiping 
God and tending to yourself.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Pillow Cases, M 111B
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27                                                                          
9:30 pm  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Youth Lunch Bunch, Canes
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

SEPTEMBER 26
Boxed lunch, Youth Fundraiser. 

OCTOBER 3 
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 23, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 168
Worship Service – 9:45 am 45
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 84
Worship Service – 11:00 am 170
Nursery 12

Total 479
Sunday School 229

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

David, Tonya, Jacob, and 
Lexi Tyler joined FUMC 
on Sunday by transfer 
of membership from 

Piedmont UMC.

5099422


