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The Messenger

FRUSTRATED BY 
GRACE 
Lectionary Reading: 
Matthew 20:1-16 
(NRSV)

This may be my favorite 
parable of Jesus.  It 
has the surprise or 
twist ending that is so 
characteristic of his 
stories.  The parable 
hasn’t lost any of its 
difficulty when told to 
a 21st century audience 
either.

I still find it vexing.

Most people put think 
of themselves as having 
a good work ethic.  And 
so it is easy to imagine 
that we would be one of 
the first people picked on 
the owner’s first round-up.

As the parable progresses, we do not sympathize with 
the late arrivals but with the people tired from a hard 
day’s work.

When the less than full-timers are bestowed with 
equal pay, it is shocking because we can easily imagine 
how we would feel.  It would not be a happy feeling!

As we think about the story, we recognize that 
this would not be a sound business practice for a 
landowner to employ on a regular basis.  And so this 
story must have deeper meaning as it relates not to 
human practice but to God’s economy.

Grace doesn’t make sense in an environment where 
we measure ourselves by our productivity.

So how do we embrace this grace not only for ourselves 
but in order to give it away to others?

I’ll be exploring the idea that we can’t fully realize grace 

until we begin to see it available for others on Sunday 
as the final sermon in the series, “Full: Finding God’s 
Abundance in our Lives.”  I hope you’ll join us if you’re 
in the area - maybe we can be vexed together!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com
Photo by Bread for the World via Flicker.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.  

Field picking is hot, backbreaking work that
would not likely yield generous feelings

if you are perceived as a slacker. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Youth Family Fun Night 
September 24th  |  3-5pm 
*Bring your family for an evening of fun! We ask that you 
bring a snack to share and your favorite board game. 

Youth Summit @ Church of the Good Shepherd Yukon
September 30th  |  8:30am-4:30pm
*If your 6th-12th grader feels called to lead at a Confer-
ence level please have them talk with Erica by September 
24th.
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BUS BLESSING
The new bus will be arriving Wednesday at 5 pm!  We 
will have a short blessing of the bus in the parking lot 
at 5 pm if people want to come early before dinner.

CROP WALK SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for the CROP Walk on November 
5.  Packets will be available in October, and more info 
to come.

ADOPT-A-STREET
The final Adopt-A-Street will be October 28. More 
information to come.

HURRICANE RELIEF UPDATE
To date, we have sent $8,728 to send to UMCOR for 
Hurricane Relief.  Donations are still being taken if you 
would like to donate.

UNITED WAY AND SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY
Many people don’t realize when they elect to give 
to United Way of Central Oklahoma through payroll 
deductions that they can designate their gift to a 
specific organization. All they need do is enter the 
organization’s number on their pledge card. The 
numbers are found in the brochures that are provided 
by United Way. Skyline Urban Ministry, your United 
Methodist mission in Oklahoma City, is a United Way 
partner and donors can select Skyline to directly 
receive their pledge. Skyline’s designation code 
number is 7071. We invite you to use it!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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BOULEVARD BUDDIES SEEKS SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all three 
Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a ministry 
of volunteers who “adopted” the school 10 years ago. 
The group has grown over the years from 6 to 68 current 
volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides support to the 
students and staff with regularly planned activities and 
addresses specific needs as they arise.
 
It was brought to our attention by the administration that 
only 2 students, of the 112 currently enrolled, brought 
school supplies for this academic year.  Boulevard Buddies 
is sponsoring an Emergency School Supplies Drive to aid the 
students and staff.  Our goal is to provide school supplies 
for 50 students.   Collection will begin UMW Sunday, 
September 24th. If you would like to make a donation of 
$40 to purchase all of the supplies on the list, or another 
amount and have the shopping done for you, just drop a 
check in the offering or bring it to the church office with 
Boulevard Buddies in the Memo.
 
If you are willing to provide the supplies for 1 or more 
students (see supply list below), or get involved on a regular 
basis please contact Ellen Lyons, 405-820-7729 or by email, 
lyonsden5@cox.net. 
 

Boulevard Buddies School Supplies Project 
Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders
2 - boxes facial tissues
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils
1 - 10 count Colored Markers
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers (core colors)

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Every Monday, I submit the upcoming music list to Beverly 
Turner for inclusion in the worship bulletin, and admittedly, 
the list for this upcoming Sunday was one of the longest 
in recent memory… and that’s a good thing! Our music 
ministry has expanded by leaps and bounds and if you were 
to come to all three traditional services on Sunday, you’d 
experience it acutely. At the 8:30 service, our Adult Choir 
will sing a lovely setting of “Take My Life” by John Ness 
Beck that will certainly reinforce the theme of service and 
witness that is a hallmark of UMW Sunday. At 9:45, our 
instrumental ensemble will premiere a rousing setting of 
“I’ve Got Peace Like A River” by our own Dennis Neff, and 
at the 11:00 service, one of our three children’s choirs will 
sing. I hope you can join us for worship, and bring a friend 
or family member – you’ll be blessed! 

9:45 SERVICE UPDATE
Our new 9:45 service has been warmly received with an 
average of 75 people attending the past few weeks. Those 
who have attended the service know that the instrumental 
ensemble enriches the worship in full and creative ways 
and this Sunday will be no exception! Our resident arranger, 
Dennis Neff has prepared a rousing setting of “I’ve Got Peace 
Like a River” that features the full ensemble complete with 
a banjo. It will surely arouse your spirit! If your schedule 
allows, we invite you to consider supporting this exciting 
new worship opportunity.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMAN
¬FAITH  -  HOPE  -  LOVE IN ACTION

The organized unit of United Methodist 
Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose is: To know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ. To develop a creative 
supportive fellowship. To expand concepts 
to mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church.

Join us in the projects and events that our 
Local Circles are involved:
Reading program, Toole Tyme-Cookson 
Hills Center, Neighborhood Santa 
Operation/Neighborhood Services Org., 
Mission U Studies (Spiritual Growth, 
Children and Youth in the U.S.), Wesley 
Foundation Lunches, Workshops and 
training for spiritual growth and mission 
projects.  Including: support to Exodus 
House, New Day Camp, Hope Center, 
Project 66, Skyline Ministries.  Each 
Circle also supports a United Methodist 
Missionary.

Edmond FUMC CIRCLES:
Friendship Circle:  
   2nd Wednesday/mo. – 1:00 p.m.
Mary-Martha Circle:  
   1st Wednesday/mo. – 10:00 a.m.
Mom’s Growing Together:  
   Monday – 9:45 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
Random Acts of Kindness:  
   1st Thursday/mo. – 6:00 p.m.
Seekers Circle:  
   4th Friday/mo. – 10:00 a.m.
Wesleyan Circle:  
   2nd Thursday/mo. – 1:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact:  
Donna Alexander (Membership Chairman) 
at 405-348-0571.

ICE ANGELS UPDATE
Hello all!  I felt that it is time that I update the church body on what is 
happening with Ice Angels since I last wrote to you all.  

We have, I believe, had a tremendous response of individuals wanting 
to get involved with Ice Angels, a partnership between Mosaic UMC and 
Quail Springs UMC sponsored by Skyline Urban Ministry.  I have taken 
almost a dozen people down to SW 11th and Walker to feed and clothe the 
homeless over the last month.  We have had a UMW circle bake cookies 
to feed the homeless, and we’ve also had members donate money and 
clothes to this ministry, with many others looking to get involved at a 
later date.

In conversation with the leaders of Ice Angels and some of our supporting 
members, we have decided to take leadership in cooking the food 
provided by Skyline for the Wednesday of September 27th.  If you would 
like to help, we will need people to cook from 9-12, people to deliver and 
serve the food from 12-1, and people to clean the food pans from 1-2.  If 
this is something you are interested in participating in, please email me 
at trey@fumcedmond.org.

If the response is plentiful, Edmond First will make the commitment to 
prepare, serve, and clean up the meals once a month.  Ice Angels will still 
need other volunteers from 12:30-1 every Wednesday but the first of the 
month, so if you do not think you can commit to an entire day or on the 
Wednesday that we are sponsoring, feel empowered to show up at SW 
11th and Walker at 12:30 with a willing spirit to do what is needed that 
day.

If you have any questions, please email me at trey@fumcedmond.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC 
4:00 pm  Cub Scout PRAY Program, CAC 209/210
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee
1:00 pm  Senior congregational Care, M 118B 
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 20
Lasagna, green beans, and bread
 - Children’s Ministry Fundraiser

SEPTEMBER 27
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 17, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 163
Worship Service – 9:45 am 77
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 95
Worship Service – 11:00 am 168
Nursery 16
The Late Night Service 27

Total 546
Sunday School 235WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Ron & Vicki Hobson 
– transferred from 

Church of the 
Savior, OKC.

Gary & Judy Gray 
– transferred from 
FUMC Lawton, OK.

Faulkner Carter – 
transferred from 
FUMC in Liberia.


