
BUT I WAS WAITING FOR 
JESUS! 
Scripture Reading: Mark 9:30-
37 (NRSV)

What do you imagine Jesus to 
look like?  Most of us will think 
back to paintings we have 
seen from our childhood.  
Jesus might be praying in the 
garden or carrying a sheep 
(although there isn’t any 
evidence that he was ever 
a shepherd).  Some of us 
picture him standing at the 
door and knocking!

I don’t remember any pictures 
of him being clean-shaven (he was most likely bearded).  He is 
also in fairly good shape in all of the portrayals.  In some he 
might be thinner (which was also more likely for a peasant in 
that age and locale) but you never see him overweight.  You 
may not have even imagined a larger Jesus but Matthew and 
Luke both agree that some called him a glutton in his day so I 
suppose it is possible.

In a class in seminary, I saw how Jesus was portrayed in art 
throughout the world.  While he seems to be blond and blue-
eyed in America, I have seen him as black, Asian or Native 
American.  What any of these do is speak to the incarnational 
aspect of Jesus.  Jesus is God-incarnate.

Jesus is someone we can simultaneously identify with and yet, 
gives us the best example of what our human potential holds.

This incarnational aspect is broadened by Jesus himself when 
he begins to identify with other categories.  In the Judgment of 
the Nations in Matthew 25, Jesus connects his followers with 
the hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned.  We 
begin to see people in these conditions as in need of our help 
because who wouldn’t want to help Jesus?

Our ability to place God on the cross means that this 

incarnational ministry is 
willing to suffer rejection 
and violence.  God is 
somehow present with us 
when we are suffering.

Today’s reading in Mark also 
has an incarnational aspect.

Children are identified with 
Jesus.  It is important to 
note that we hold children 
in great regard in our culture 
today.  This was not so in 
first century Palestine.  It is 
a definite contrast for his 
disciples arguing over who 
was the greatest.  Many 

would overlook a child because this association might actually 
lower your status in the eyes of the community.  So when Jesus 
says that welcoming a child is the same as welcoming him, it is 
shocking.  He might as well have dropped a rattlesnake in their 
midst when he presents to them a child.  Okay, this last is an 
exaggeration but you get the point I’m trying to make!

I like the idea of serving Jesus in theory.  I’m not sure I serve 
Jesus as concretely as he states that I am able.  It is easy to 
let the homeless shuffle on by as I declare, “I’m saving this 
place at my table for Jesus!”  How do we identify Jesus with 
the vulnerable?  Isn’t solidarity with the outsider a part of the 
betrayal and death of which Jesus speaks in today’s reading?  
We are there some of the time but not all of the time.  So what 
does the incarnation mean when we are on the inside?

We’ll continue to examine Mark’s Gospel in worship this 
Sunday.  I hope you’ll join us if you are in the vicinity!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by catherine patacsil 
via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.
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Where do we see Jesus today?
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Wednesday, September 19 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, September 21 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  have 
a church and a cancer support group that is  there for 
you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come find out 
more about fellowship, increased  awareness, healing, 
optimism, strength, understanding and growing together.

SENIOR CONNECTION
September 21, 2018 | 6:00 p.m. | CAC
Gathan Graham has an amazing musical concert of 
Christian Gospel.  He is well known in Edmond and 
several have heard him and say he is great.  He has 
also played at the White House during terms of Donald 
Trump, George Bush and Bill Clinton. And, of course, 
dinner will be good and it’s free! Just a note this is a 
week earlier than usual, so mark your calendars.

MAKING PILLOW CASES
Wednesday, September 26  |  9:00 am
We are scheduled to make pillow cases for children in 
the cancer ward at OU Hospital on September 26 at 9:00 
a.m. If you are interested in helping, please call Carol 
Crisp at 341-4014. We need people to cut, fold, sew, 
iron and package. So there is something for everyone 
and we would love for you to join us.

SUNSET ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
FUMC Edmond provides a tutoring service to children in 
Kindergarten through third grade at Sunset Elementary 
School in Edmond. Tutors help children learn to read 
through one on one time with students for thirty 
minutes one to two times per week. This year, we are 
asking kindergarten tutors to work with their students 
two times per week in order to make better progress. 
All tutoring takes place M-Th during the school day: 
9:30-10:30 for Kindergarten, 9:00-10:00 for 1st grade, 
11:00-12:00 for 3rd grade and 2:00-3:00 for 2nd grade. 
Tutoring begins the first full week of October. For more 
information or to volunteer and to get details about 
the training dates and time, please email Sherri Brown 
at sherribrown56@me.com.  

UCO ALUMNI
The UCO Wesley is collecting stories from UCO/ Central 
State alumni, faculty, and staff. If you have any stories 
of your experience at UCO or the Wesley we would 
love to hear from you, or see you at our upcoming 
events. We think it’s important to be unified as one 
body, so to stay connected with past members, we 
would like to honor you by sharing your stories with 
current members. Some of the upcoming events that 
we would love for you to attend are, our homecoming 
tailgate on October 6th, and the Gala on October 13th.
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WESLEY AUCTION AND GALA
The Wesley Gala is an important fundraiser for our campus 
ministry.  As the host church, we are responsible for making 
sure they make their budget.  Over the past few years, 
funding sources have shifted and so this event is doubly 
important for reaching students!  If you haven’t gone, it is 
hosted on campus and we are looking to build up our list 
of United Methodist alumni.  If you know of someone who 
is United Methodist and went to UCO (or Central State), 
please email the name and any contact info to Michaela 
Drain at 301-6009.  We will send them an invitation.

Thanks for your help - we are excited about what is going on 
through this ministry!

2018 EDMOND CROP WALK
Sunday, October 14  |  2:00 pm  |  Mitch Park
Sign-up packets are available in the lobby and out-
side the sanctuary in the East Wing during Sep-
tember.  Online registration is available at www.
crophungerwalk.org/edmondok. The event is for all 
ages. Donations are welcome.



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@
fumcedmond.org)

It’s (time to start thinking of) the most wonderful time of the 
year!
Though everyone has been focused on the beginning of the 
school year, your church staff is planning Advent and Christmas 
in earnest!  While more details will be forthcoming, there are 
two important dates that you should put in your calendar now.

On Thursday evening, December 13, we will be offering a 
Christmas celebration geared towards children.  The event 
will involve singing, bell ringing, treats and a live nativity in 
conjunction with our preschool.

On Sunday, December 23, the adult choir and Spirit Act will 
celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent by offering the cantata: 
“The Voices of Christmas” by Joseph Martin.  This joyful 
production will bridge Advent and Christmas with both new and 
familiar carols.  

We’ve been graced with several new adult choir members over 
the past few weeks, but there’s always room for more.  If you 
find yourself interested in participating in the cantata, now 
is the time to jump in.  Don’t hesitate to contact me if you’re 
interested. (andrew@fumcedmond.org) 

The youth are about to start a 4 week study on “How Can 
We Pray for You?” The group will look into new, creative 
ways to pray with and for each other. They will look at how 
prayer changed lives in the New and Old Testament and 
also look at how prayer has changed their lives or others 
lives currently. This will be a study that will push comfort 
zones, expand relationships, and cultivate new ways to 
pray for themselves and others. We hope your child will 
join us each Wednesday, 5:15-6pm for dinner and 6pm-
7:30pm on the third floor for programming. Email erica@
fumcedmond.org with any questions. 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT CANYON CAMP
It seemed like over the summer we were commissioning 
groups from our children and youth programs to go to 
camp every worship service.  Camping ministries is a 
huge part of our faith formation for our church—I have 
a colleague who likes to say that it is easier to grow 
closer with God in the five days at camp than any other 
time.  The removal of distractions, the dedication to 
spiritual disciplines, the simple yet profound impact of 
just having fun, it’s what makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold 
an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 3-4th.  
We will all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning 
and depart following our own worship service Sunday 
morning.  The focus for the retreat will be connecting to 
God through nature and growing closer with your fellow 
Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, 
and we have a few different sleeping options ranging 
from the beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, 
or, for our more adventurous folk, tent camping!  The 
break down of costs per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) 
     $5 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Bunk in Cabin
   $30 per person (ages 1-7 $20) (plus $30 per person for meals)

Single in Hardt Lodge
     $60 (plus $30 per person for meals)

Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Triple in Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Quad in Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church 
retreat.  Registration can be found on the church website 
at www.fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, 
please email me at trey@fumcedmond.org.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20                                                                          
9:30 pm  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am   Pillow Case Making, M 111B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

SEPTEMBER 19
Whole-wheat penne with veggie tomato sauce
Baked meatballs, tossed salad and green beans

SEPTEMBER 26 
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 16, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 181
Worship Service – 9:45 am 44
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 100
Worship Service – 11:00 am 163
Nursery 16

Total 504
Sunday School 237

5099422


