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The Messenger

ACCOUNTABILITY VERSUS JUDGMENT 
Lectionary Reading: Romans 14:1-12 (NRSV)

“United Methodists lead with grace, not with 
judgment.”

This particular sentence was the first chapter 
in a series entitled, “What’s Different about 
The United Methodist Church?” by the 
former Oklahoma Conference bishop, Bruce 
Blake.  It came out twenty years ago in 1997 
when I was still fairly new to pastoral ministry 
and many churches across our conference 
used it in preaching and teaching.

It is an idea with which I agree and would 
say effectively categorizes the identity of our 
denomination.  My early childhood years 
were spent in the Assemblies of God which 
emphasized holiness to a different degree than 
most current United Methodist churches. By holiness, 
I mean seeking right living (righteousness) as a part of 
being a follower of Jesus Christ.  This is different from 
self-righteousness which is a separate issue (but a 
danger or temptation to all who seek right living).  

The particular Assembly of God church where we 
attended was fairly judgmental in nature which was 
designed to keep people from sin.  I can remember 
various times from my childhood when I went home 
from church afraid for my salvation rather than assured. 
This is not the healthiest spiritual state for a five-year-
old.  I’m not sure the fear increased my faith but it did 
increase my anxiety.  In comparison, the Assemblies have 
just as many problems with sin as United Methodists 
in my experience (or any other denomination for that 
matter).  Both of us have our share of stout disciples 
and our share of back-sliders.

I write this to let you know that sometimes my 
perspective may be reactive to my negative encounters 
of a judgmental church.  I often err on the side of grace.  
I do this so that people may experience the welcome 
invitation that Jesus Christ offers for the journey of faith 
we all undertake.  

But one of the real problems of leaning so heavily on 
grace is oftentimes a lack of commitment.  If there 
are no real expectations or if the lack of commitment 
can be easily overlooked or forgiven without any 

consequences, then real problems begin to develop.

Sometimes the churches that emphasize grace turn 
Jesus into this nice man who just loves you and doesn’t 
really ask for much in return.  He’s going to pick you 
up and brush you off and offer an encouraging word.  
There are many times I need this and you likely do as 
well.  But if there is no direction for our life of faith and 
if we place our commitment level somewhere beneath 
our other pursuits in life, it shouldn’t surprise us when 
people fall away from the church.  

Sometimes we remove all accountability to get away from 
being too judgmental. Conversely, sometimes we become 
too judgmental in the guise of accountability.  This becomes 
difficult as we seek to share God’s grace with others.  We 
want to meet people where they are.  But at the same 
time, we encourage people to put away their sins.

This Sunday, I’ll be discussing this particular tightrope as 
we continue the series, “Full: Finding God’s Abundance 
in our Lives.”  I hope you’ll join us if you don’t have 
something better to do (okay, that last line was 
sarcastically judgy)!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com
Photo by Wally Gobetz via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license. 

This is not the kind of accountability I need!



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Youth Family fun night 
September 24th.  |  3-5pm 
*Bring your family for an evening of fun! We ask that you 
bring a snack to share and your favorite board game. 
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, September 14 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, September 15 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

UMW REGIONAL MEETING
Saturday, September 16  | 7:30 am - 1:00 pm
Edmond United Methodist is hosting 50-60 ladies for 
the regional meeting for UMW.  Volunteers are needed 
to donate breakfast casseroles, fruit or fruit salad and 
bakery items.  If you are willing to volunteer, contact 
Beth Everett at 590-6320.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Wednesday, September 20  |  1:00 PM  |  Room 108B
The UMW Unit meeting will be on Wednesday, Sept. 20 
at 1 pm in room 118B. Ellen Lyons will be our speaker 
for the Pledge Service. We will have refreshments and 
everyone is invited. Please come join us as we start afresh 
with our new agenda. There will be an executive meeting 
at 11:30  am in the library.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
Thanks to all the gifts we have received for relief efforts for 
Hurricane Harvey.  Right now, we are only collecting monetary 
donations.  Although some churches are collecting flood 
buckets, we believe that the immediate need is cash and that 
the money you would spend on items for the buckets would 
be more efficiently used by United Methodists currently on 
the scene.  You may continue to give to this throughout the 
fall by writing a check to the church with “Hurricane Relief” 
in the notes.  As the clean-up will take a long time, we will 
be taking a mission trip to do so in the future.  Interested 
people should contact info@fumcedmond.org and we will 
contact you when we have details.  Please continue to pray 
for the people on the Gulf Coast!

SUNSET ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
First United Methodist Church of Edmond is beginning 
our third year of service to children at Sunset Elementary, 
tutoring a child, one-on-one for 30 minutes each week in 
kindergarten through third grade. Tutors work with children 
during the school day at times specified by the school.  We 
provide materials and training for a structured time using 
strategies that impact growth.  

Tutor training will be on Tuesday, September 19, at 9:00 
AM at Sunset Elementary’s new library. Tutoring will 
begin the week of September 25.  Follow-up training with 
specific strategies by grade level will be offered as the year 
progresses.

Come join in this rewarding ministry.  For questions, or to 
volunteer, please contact Sherri Brown at sherribrown56@
me.com or 833-2583.  

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Sunday was a special day in the life of our church as we 
relaunched our 9:45 worship service with 76 in attendance! 
As our worship attendance continues to grow - often 
reaching 80% capacity at our 8:30 & 11:00 services - we pray 
that this new worship service will provide an opportunity 
for us to carry out our mission of connecting more people 
with God and neighbor. We invite you to try it out, noting 
that the service is identical in format to the 8:30 & 11:00 
sanctuary services.
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SIGN UP FOR DISCIPLE STUDY
This first Disciple Bible study serves as the basis for all other studies in the Disciple family 
that follow. Over the course of 34 weeks, Disciple covers the entire Bible, following the 
biblical story from Creation to the New Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays at 5:30 pm starting September 17.

To join in on this study, sign up on the website or outside the East Wing.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMAN
¬FAITH  -  HOPE  -  LOVE IN ACTION

The organized unit of United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of women whose purpose 
is: To know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ. To develop 
a creative supportive fellowship. To expand 
concepts to mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church.

Join us in the projects and events that our Local 
Circles are involved:
Reading program, Toole Tyme-Cookson Hills 
Center, Neighborhood Santa Operation/
Neighborhood Services Org., Mission U Studies 
(Spiritual Growth, Children and Youth in the 
U.S.), Wesley Foundation Lunches, Workshops 
and training for spiritual growth and mission 
projects.  Including: support to Exodus House, 
New Day Camp, Hope Center, Project 66, 
Skyline Ministries.  Each Circle also supports a 
United Methodist Missionary.

Edmond FUMC CIRCLES:
Friendship Circle:  
   2nd Wednesday/mo. – 1:00 p.m.
Mary-Martha Circle:  
   1st Wednesday/mo. – 10:00 a.m.
Mom’s Growing Together:  
   Monday – 9:45 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
Random Acts of Kindness:  
   1st Thursday/mo. – 6:00 p.m.
Seekers Circle:  
   4th Friday/mo. – 10:00 a.m.
Wesleyan Circle:  
   2nd Thursday/mo. – 1:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact:  Donna 
Alexander (Membership Chairman) at 405-
348-0571.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14                                                                        
10:00 am  “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16                                                                         
8:00 am  UMW District Breakfast, CAC
9:00 am  UMW Crossroads Annual Dist. Mtg, Wesley Hall

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:45 am Genesis Class Spaghetti Dinner, CAC
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  SPRC, M 316 
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee 
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 13
Taco Salad - UMM Fundraiser

SEPTEMBER 20
Lasagna, green beans, and bread
 - Children’s Ministry Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 10, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 157
Worship Service – 9:45 am 76
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 87
Worship Service – 11:00 am 163
Nursery 16
The Late Night Service 27

Total 526
Sunday School 218WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Phil & Francis Macy joined 
FUMC Edmond by 
profession of faith.

Laney Rasure was baptized 
during the 9:45 am worship 

service.


