
I DIDN’T SIGN UP FOR 
THIS!  
Lectionary Reading: Mark 
8:27-38 (NRSV)

I prefer to know what is 
expected of me in advance.  
When someone has a sales 
pitch, they often want to 
make small-talk first in order 
to soften me up.  Once we’ve 
established a friendship, 
it will be harder for me to 
turn them down (in theory).  
I’m not such an easy mark 
though.

Once, Sheryl and I somehow 
got signed up for a time-share pitch in Mexico.  We both went 
into the pitch adamant that we were not purchasing anything.  
They worked on us and showed us around.  They took us to a 
nice breakfast and they had comped us with tickets to various 
excursions.

They tried to get us to participate by writing down the things 
we were looking for in a vacation.  Since this was past the time 
limit they had originally given us, we were no longer playing 
around.  They even had two sales reps playing the “good 
cop, bad cop” routine with us.  We would not be coerced or 
shamed into buying!  The rep playing the role of the good cop 
mentioned to us when we were alone, “I’ve never seen anyone 
with a blank sheet of paper before!” indicating their inability to 
move us toward a purchase.

While this may be unethical to waste their time knowing that 
we were not going to go through with it, I will say that they 
were very pushy to get us into their resort to begin with!  We 
were very up front about our intentions so they shouldn’t have 
been surprised that we kept to our word.  So I guess, let the 
seller beware!

As we read today’s scripture, we see that Peter seems to have 
buyer’s remorse when he finally realizes what discipleship 

under Jesus is leading him 
toward.  I can hardly blame 
him.  If you were looking 
for glory, fame and honor 
tied to an earthly kingdom 
and then found out that 
you might end up dying, you 
might be a little disillusioned 
as well!  Peter may have 
been thinking, “This is more 
than I bargained for!” or “I 
didn’t sign up for this!”  Jesus 
is speaking a bit cryptically 
when he talks about saving 
and losing our lives.

It seems as if the spiritual life 
is not as straightforward as 

the material world.  Sometimes I wish it was.  In the material 
world, I can make a purchase and know what I’m buying before 
I get it.  I know how many hours I’ll have to work to earn the 
money for that purchase.  As far as my investment of time and 
work, I can estimate if it is worth the effort.

But how often do we really make these calculations?

What does it mean to follow Jesus?

What does it mean to follow Jesus today?  There is no physical 
manifestation and so it is much less tangible to us than it was 
for Peter.  What are the rewards?  More importantly, what are 
the costs?

I hope you’ll join us as we consider these questions together in 
worship on Sunday!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo used from Flickr.com via Creative Commons.
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 Sometimes the main thing gets diluted!
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MAKING PILLOW CASES
We are scheduled to make pillow cases for children in 
the cancer ward at OU Hospital on September 26 at 9:00 
a.m. If you are interested in helping, please call Carol 
Crisp at 341-4014. We need people to cut, fold, sew, 
iron and package. So there is something for everyone 
and we would love for you to join us.

UMW UNIT MEETING
Wednesday, September 19, 1:00 PM, Room 118B
Our speaker will be a State Trooper.  She will present 
a program on personal safety. We welcome anyone 
interested in their personal safety to attend.  Feel free 
to bring your husband, a friend or neighbor. Program:  
Mary Martha Circle.

SUNSET ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
First United Methodist Church of Edmond is beginning 
our fourth year of service to children at Sunset 
Elementary, tutoring a child, one-on-one for 30 minutes 
each week in kindergarten through third grade. Tutors 
work with children during the school day at times 
specified by the school. If you are interested in joining 
this ministry,  contact Sherri Brown at sherribrown56@
me.com.

CONDOLENCES
Prayers for the family of Robert (Bob) Wilson who 
passed away on September 10.  Services are pending.

Our condolences to Ken Bates regarding his wife, 
Carlene Bates, who passed away last week and 
graveside services were held.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     
(andrew@fumcedmond.org)

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS BEGIN TONIGHT! 
It is always an exciting time for me to welcome all the 
kids back to another season of choir!  As I’ve mentioned 
before, we offer this program not to entertain kids, or even 
necessarily to simply learn music.  Rather, we use this as 
an opportunity to teach them that they have a voice at our 
services and that worship is important to a life of faith.

Since registration is ongoing, it’s not too late to join in the 
fun!  Visit https://www.fumcedmond.org/music-ministry/ 
to see the fall line-up of children’s choir programming and 
to sign up.  Remember, participants need not be a member 
of our church to participate, so share this with grandkids, 
neighbors and friends in the community. As always, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions.

WESLEY AUCTION AND GALA
The Wesley Gala is an important fundraiser for our campus 
ministry.  As the host church, we are responsible for making 
sure they make their budget.  Over the past few years, 
funding sources have shifted and so this event is doubly 
important for reaching students!  If you haven’t gone, it is 
hosted on campus and we are looking to build up our list 
of United Methodist alumni.  If you know of someone who 
is United Methodist and went to UCO (or Central State), 
please email the name and any contact info to Michaela 
Drain at 301-6009.  We will send them an invitation.

Thanks for your help - we are excited about what is going on 
through this ministry!

2018 EDMOND CROP WALK
Sign-up packets are available in the lobby and outside the 
sanctuary in the East Wing during September.  Online reg-
istration is available at www.crophungerwalk.org/edmon-
dok. The event is for all ages. Donations are welcome.



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

The Messenger                            September 12, 2018

3

GET TO KNOW US! 
Wednesday, September 12th
Dinner @ 5:30 (Pizza in the CAC) 
Programming 6-7:30pm (3rd floor of the main building) 

The night will be full of get to know you games, stump the 
interns, quiz Erica, praying together, and hearing advice 
from our College Freshmen! See you this Wednesday! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT FUMC
Make plans to join us on Wednesday Nights as we 
share a delicious dinner and attend classes!  This fall, 
in addition to the two long term Bible Studies being 
offered, we will be offering two short term studies.  
A six-week Bible study on Wesleyan Studies will look 
at the roots of the United Methodist Theology will 
be led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers and Rev. Trey Witzel, 
along with a six week Love and Logic parenting class 
led by Megan Borum, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries.  To sign up for the Love and Logic class, visit 
www.fumcedmond.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
Wednesday Night programming begins next week, 
September 12th, and we are excited to announce 
a new partnership with UCO that will enhance our 
weekly meals!  We are partnering with the UCO Food 
and Nutrition Club to provide more nutritional and 
exciting dinners.  The Food and Nutrition Club helps 
UCO students learn about nutrition, food cultures, 
and food science in preparation for future vocations 
such as dietitians and chefs.

We hope you will join us on Wednesdays to eat, and to 
support these students!

ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT CANYON CAMP
It seemed like over the summer we were commissioning groups 
from our children and youth programs to go to camp every 
worship service.  Camping ministries is a huge part of our faith 
formation for our church—I have a colleague who likes to say 
that it is easier to grow closer with God in the five days at camp 
than any other time.  The removal of distractions, the dedication 
to spiritual disciplines, the simple yet profound impact of just 
having fun, it’s what makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold an all-
church retreat at Canyon Camp November 3-4th.  We will all arrive 
down in the Canyon Saturday morning and depart following our 
own worship service Sunday morning.  The focus for the retreat 
will be connecting to God through nature and growing closer 
with your fellow Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, and 
we have a few different sleeping options ranging from the 
beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, or, for our more 
adventurous folk, tent camping!  The break down of costs per 
person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) 
     $5 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Bunk in Cabin
     $30 per person (ages 1-7 $20) (plus $30 per person for meals)

Single in Hardt Lodge
     $60 (plus $30 per person for meals)

Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Triple in Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Quad in Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church retreat.  
Registration can be found on the church website at www.
fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, please email me 
at trey@fumcedmond.org.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13                                                                          
9:30 pm  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15                                                                          
10:00 am District Mission Day, Canyon Camp

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
11:00 am Genesis Spaghetti Dinner, CAC
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

SEPTEMBER 12
Pizza, salad and dessert- Youth Fundraiser

SEPTEMBER 19 
Whole-wheat penne with veggie tomato sauce
Baked meatballs, tossed salad and green beans

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 9, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 162
Worship Service – 9:45 am 42
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 117
Worship Service – 11:00 am 190
Nursery 18

Total 529
Sunday School 250

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Tony and Jessica Spradlin 
joined FUMC on Sunday.  

Tony was baptized 
and Jessica joined by 
profession of Faith.

5099422

Gary and Donna Balch 
FUMC on Sunday by 
profession of Faith.


