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The Messenger

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
2 Corinthians 9:8-9 (NRSV) reads:

And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough 
of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work.

As it is written,

“He scatters abroad, he gives to 
the poor; his righteousness (or 
benevolence) endures forever.”

This Sunday, we will have a “Blessing 
of the Backpacks” in worship.  We 
are getting ready to start with a 
lot of educational endeavors in 
Edmond following Sunday’s service 
and it is appropriate to recognize God’s 
partnership in this.

Because Wesleyans believe in Sanctifying Grace, we 
believe that God wants us to further ourselves in 
knowledge.  By equipping ourselves in this way, we are 
better able to help those we encounter.  This allows each 
of us to become more Christlike.  And so, we do this not by 
ourselves.  We are not isolated in our efforts to improve.  
We don’t see ourselves competing with one another 
educationally.  As the Body of Christ, we believe that all 
people should pursue and receive education.  In this, we 
see God working with us, helping us along our way.

This Sunday, the Blessing of the Backpacks will remind us 
of the spiritual help available to us throughout the school 
year.  Education is sometimes difficult and we often need 
strength and courage and endurance.  Sometimes we 
need to relax amidst the pressure to remember what 
we know.  God helps us with these tasks and we want to 

recognize this on Sunday.

If you live in the Edmond area and will have a student (any 
age or level) in your household, I would encourage you to 
bring them and their backpacks to worship with us this 
Sunday (8:30, 10:50 or 11:00 am) and we will begin their 
year with a blessing!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/
Photo by Jillian Kern via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

Lots of stuff goes into these school backpacks!
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Did you know that the Congregational Care committee 
visit shut-ins, send cards and make phone calls?  The 
committee loves to give encouragement or just let 
people know we haven’t forgotten them. Sometimes 
when people get out of the hospital, they might 
appreciate being contacted.  If you know of anyone in 
need of some sort of contact from our church, please 
let the office or Carol Crisp at 341-4014 know.  One 
call, card or visit could make a difference to someone.

FRUIT FOR BACKPACKS PROGRAM - HELP 
NEEDED
FUMC Edmond supplements the Regional Food Bank 
weekend backpack program for the most food insecure 
children attending Sunset and Ovis Risner schools.  We 
need additional volunteers to join our team.  Volunteers 
need only bring fresh fruit to FUMC once every 9-10 
weeks during the school year.    Please consider this 
opportunity & e-mail Don Vaught (Don@fumcedmond.
org) or Lauri Smithee (OKSmithees@yahoo.com) to 
help.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, August 10 | 10 - 11 am | Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, August 18 | 10 - 11 am | Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you  have a church and a cancer support group that 
is  there for you! Items discussed will be confiden-
tial.  Come find out more about fellowship, increased  
awareness, healing, optimism, strength, understand-
ing and growing together.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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SIGN UP FOR STUDY STARTING 
SEPTEMBER 10

This first Disciple Bible study serves 
as the basis for all other studies 
in the Disciple family that follow. 
Over the course of 34 weeks, 
Disciple covers the entire Bible, 
following the biblical story from 
Creation to the New Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays at 
5:30 pm starting September 10.

To join in on this study, sign up on the website or outside 
the East Wing.  

ST. YOOTZ DAY @FRONTIER CITY 
August 12th | 3pm-?
*We will meet at front gate at 3pm to enter the park as a 
group. You will need to find a ride to and from the park. 
If you wish to go please RSVP to Erica by August 11th. It is 
$25 to attend and you can pay at the gate for a ticket, no 
dinner included. There is a concert that evening featuring 
Newsboys. The concert usually starts at dark so the con-
cert usually ends around 11:30pm. Please let Erica know if 
you have any questions.
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 12  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men for a delicious breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker.

This month’s speaker is Robert Bost.  He was born in New Mexico and family moved to 
Texas while he was young.  His parents were school teachers most of the time, farmers all 
the time, and parents of 3 sons full-time. Both parents encouraged the sons to get as much 
education as they could.

Robert attended public schools in Georgetown, Texas.  He started college at Southwestern 
University and then transferred to The University of Texas, in Austin, to complete his BS 
degree.  He enrolled in graduate studies at UT and completed a MA degree then moved to 
Houston and finished a Ph.D. at the University of Houston.

Although he wanted to teach, jobs were not easily available, so he took related jobs (lab tech, analytical support tech, 
etc) which kept him within an academic environment.  These included a support tech for the department of chemistry at 
the Louisiana State University in New Orleans and then a research assistant at the VA Hospital and the Tulane University 
School of Medicine in New Orleans.  In 1975, he took a job with the Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and was introduced to the science of “toxicology”.  He continued to work in the field of forensic toxicology for 
the rest of his career.  After Cleveland, he worked in toxicology in Dallas, Texas, and then Edmond, Oklahoma.  And in 
Edmond, he finally got a teaching position, in the chemistry department at the University of Central Oklahoma. After 14 
years, he retired and  for the last 2 years has enjoyed retirement. 

Robert is married to Kay Turner and celebrated 50 years of marriage last December.  One of the first and most significant 
decisions was that they would attend church together.  They have been members of FUMC Edmond since 2002.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

After months of planning, it is with great joy that 
I introduce the semi-professional instrumental 
ensemble that will be playing at the new 9:45 
service:

Lauren Hampton, flute
Lauren is a life-long member of our church and 
holds a B.Mus and a M.Mus in Flute Performance. 
She’s frequently contributed to our services either 
by playing flute or substituting in the handbell 
choir.

Eleanor Little, viola
Eleanor is Episcopalian by background and has 
been studying viola for 6 years. This fall, she’ll 
matriculate at Oklahoma Christian University.

Preston Drain, horn
Preston has been a choral scholar at FUMC for 
nearly 4 years and is wrapping up a degree at UCO. 
He is married to Michaela, who also sings in our 
adult choir.

Eli Bigler, ‘cello
Eli is active in the Oklahoma Youth Orchestra and 
was confirmed here at FUMC back in 2014.

Even though this group will be playing exclusively at 
the new 9:45 service when it starts on September 
10, if you come to worship this Sunday at either the 
8:30 or 11:00 services, you’ll get a chance to hear 
this great new ensemble for the first time! I hope 
you’ll join us as we explore this fresh expression of 
worship!

LEONARDS RECEIVE SKYLINE LEADERSHIP AWARD
On Friday, August 4, 2017, Skyline Urban Ministry held its annual 
fundraiser at the Devon Boathouse on Oklahoma River.  Major 
Skyline supporters and volunteers, including 32 FUMC folks,  
gathered to celebrate the many accomplishments over the past year 
and to support this significant United Methodist urban ministry.  
Rev. Deborah Ingraham, Executive Director of Skyline, awarded Dr. 
Joe C. Leonard and Karen Leonard the Skyline Leadership Award.

Dr. Joe C. Leonard and Karen Leonard received the Skyline Leadership 
Award for their excellent leadership of Skyline that spans decades…
back to the early 70’s.  The Leonards have been leaders for Skyline 
in several areas including volunteering, advocacy, financial support, 
presence, participation, cheer-leading, and vision.  Karen’s care and 
concern for those on the margin led her to lead Skyline to become 
the first “patron-choice” pantry not only in Oklahoma City, but 
also the state, which has made Skyline a model for Food Resource 
Centers and Food pantries alike.  Joe’s enthusiastic support has led 
countless others to give their time, and gifts to Skyline.  For their 
untiring leadership and support, we thank them. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship- 6th -12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10                                                                         
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym
3:00 pm  Youth Week Event- St. Yootz Day, Frontier City

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
8:00 pm  Youth Week Event- Ready, Set, Glow, 3rd Floor

MONDAY, AUGUST 14                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
6:00 pm  Youth Week Event- Mission & Magic, CAC
7:00 pm  Children’s Ministry
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
8:00 pm  Youth Week Event- Floaties & Flix, Big Field

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 6, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 200
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 57
Worship Service – 11:00 am 140
Nursery 12

Total 409
Sunday School 225

Wheel you help us replace our tired bus?

help us raise $60,000 by September 15   |   Designate your offering or give online

With a new bus
our ministries could expand including:

Wednesday bus ministry    
Family Mission Trips
Sunday Morning Transportation     
Children Ministry Day trips

250
families in total

in the last year, 
our bus served

Help us reach our goal of $60,000

$34,060
raised!

$25,940
to go!


