
YOU CAN LEAD A HORSE TO WATER...
but you can’t make him drink!

Scripture reading for Sunday: Proverbs 9:1-6 
(NRSV)

This saying is a proverb – it relates wisdom – but 
it is not biblical from the Book of Proverbs.

Of course, it refers to the difficulty of teaching 
someone.  Sometimes we maintain our ignorance 
through sheer stubbornness!  It is similar to the 
story of the man who resented the lessons his 
English teacher tried to instill.  He stated later in 
life, “She tried to get me to read all those classics.  
I showed her – I haven’t picked up a book since!”

One of the stories I remember my pastor (Dr. Mouzon 
Biggs) telling was when he came upon a radio preacher 
while he was traveling in his car (this preacher was not 
Methodist).  The preacher was telling his audience that the 
trouble with people today is that they are getting ahead 
of themselves through education.  When referencing 
a pastor’s continuing education, he mockingly sneered, 
“I’m working on another degree!”  He said this as if this 
were something to despise.  Then he stated, “I thank God 
I’m ignorant!  And I pray to God every day that I’ll get 
ignoranter still!”

I remember Dr. Biggs saying something along the lines of, 
“I bet he gets his prayer answered!”

When I worked on my doctorate, I felt that it had as much 
to do with endurance as it did the acquisition of wisdom.  
But there was something to be learned in the midst of 
all that reading and writing that was beyond words on 
a page.  The innate lessons one learns from study are 
sometimes as important as the lessons themselves.

This week’s scripture reading comes a little early (it is taken 

from August 19’s reading) but we do so because we are 
featuring the blessing of the backpacks for students and 
teachers in worship this Sunday.  Wisdom is personified 
in this reading and we imagine coming to her table as to 
a feast!  I didn’t always think about learning in this way 
while growing up, but there were certainly times when 
that imagery was apropos. 

Proverbs allows us to understand the sacred nature of 
learning.  Knowledge is life-giving.  It is often associated 
with light (as the light bulb representing an idea).  Just as 
grace is available to all, wisdom is also seen as universally 
achievable if one is willing to come to the table.

As we begin a new school year, we are inviting all people 
to see wisdom in this unique light – as a gift from God for 
those willing to seek understanding!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by “las - initially” via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.
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SENIOR CONNECTION NEEDS HELP!
Do you have any experience cooking large dinners?  Or 
do you know anyone that does?  Senior Connection is 
looking for someone to be our main cook and there 
would be plenty of helpers to help. Just need someone 
with experience to oversee the cooking. Please call 
Carol Crisp at 341-4014 if interested. 

SAVVY CAREGIVER SERIES SEMINAR
Aug. 10, 17, 24 & 31 | 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Free seminar at Mercy Hospital of Logan County 
includes how dementia affects thinking skills, effective 
ways to respond to changes in behavior, strategies 
to manage activities of daily living, and much more. 
Reservation can be made to 609-8939 or tmilburn@
sunbeamfamilyservices.org.

UCO WESLEY OPEN HOUSE - AUGUST 12
The UCO Wesley Campus Ministry will host an Open 
House on Sunday, August 12 from 11:30 am to 2 pm.  
It’s your chance to see the house, pray over the ministry 
for the year to come and meet the new director and 
interns.  If you’re an alumni, we’d love to hear your 
stories and memories!

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
August 15 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers is held the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month. This is a wonderful opportunity to talk 
with and listen to other caregivers. Sign up by calling 
Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at Sunbeam, 
609-8939. 

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 11  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, 
and a fantastic speaker, Michaela Drain. 

Michaela, the new UCO Wesley Director, will discuss college ministry and how the UMM can help. Her 
speech will include information on learning from the past, living for today, and looking for tomorrow.

Youth Week 2018 is happening! All 6th-12th grade youth 
are invited to a week full of fun events, mission, and 
devotion. We will stay on site for most and venture off 
site occasionally. It is a great way for our new 6th graders 
to continue to get to know the rest of the youth group, 
build lasting memories, give back to the community, 
and just have plain old fun to end the summer! So, bring 
a friend or five and join us through Friday! 

LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 12—SIGN UP NOW!  
Disciple 1- DISCIPLE: BECOMING DISCIPLES 
THROUGH BIBLE STUDY, 34 week overview 
of the entire Bible, emphasizing the 
wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of 
God. 3 1/2 hours of independent study 
each week (30 minutes daily) in preparation 
for weekly group meetings. Attendance at 
weekly 2.5 hour meetings.

Disciple Fast Track provides comprehensive 
engagement with the entire biblical text. We 
meet for 24 weeks, devoting 12 weeks each 
to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in 
preparation for the weekly meetings, which 
last 1.5 hours.

Christian Believer, KNOWING GOD WITH HEART AND 
MIND
Focus is on classical teachings of the 
Christian faith—presenting, explaining and 
interpreting them in a way that participants 
can understand, through the use of words, 
symbols and hymns.  Over 30 weeks, 
we examine the writings of ancient and 
modern Christian commentators and view 
video presentations by leading Bible scholars.  (Must have 
completed one previous Disciple class to take Christian 
Believer.)

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer 
or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions 
about one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don 
Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.



BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all three Edmond High 
Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a ministry of volunteers who “adopted” the 
school 11 years ago. The group has grown over the years from 6 to 68 current 
volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides support to the students and staff 
with regularly planned activities and addresses specific needs as they arise.

Our church-wide ministry to Boulevard Academy expanded last year by having 
a School Supply Drive to aid the students and staff.  This was in response to 
learning that very few of the Boulevard families are able to provide basic 
school supplies. Following last year’s drive, it was decided to make this a 
permanent addition to our outreach ministry.   

Our goal is to provide school 
supplies for 50 students.   
New enrollments are 
accepted every six weeks at 
Boulevard Academy.  Extra 
supplies will be reserved 
to meet the needs of new 
students throughout the 
school year. Collection will 
begin Sunday, August 5th and 
continue through Sunday, 
August 12th.   

If you are interested in joining 
the Boulevard Buddies 
efforts on a regular basis, 
would like more information 
about this ministry,  or have 
any questions contact Ellen 
Lyons at lyonsden5@cox.net, 
or 405-820-7729.
**Donate $40 to this project 
and someone else will shop 
for you!!!  Checks may 
be made out to “FUMC, Edmond”.  Please include a note on the check 
“Boulevard School Supplies”.

BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES PROJECT

Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled 
     Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers
     -core colors ($3.50)
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music 
Ministries     (andrew@fumcedmond.org)

4th ANNUAL ALL—CHURCH TALENT 
SHOW
I hope you’re planning on attending our 
fourth annual all-congregational talent 
show on August 19 at 3:00 in Wesley Hall!  
An old-fashioned ice cream social will 
follow in the gym.  At the moment, we 
have quite a diverse program, including 
poetry, dancing, soloists and, yes, even 
magic!  This will be an engaging program 
for people of all ages. 

LAST CHANCE!
While the talent show roster is really 
shaping up, I have one or two spots 
still available.  Don’t hide your God-
given talents!  If you’re interested 
in participating, please contact me 
(andrew@fumcedmond.org) or call me at 
the church office.

SHARE YOUR ICE CREAM!
If your talent happens to involve making 
ice cream at home or the ability to walk 
into a Braums, I want to know!  I’m looking 
for people to make/purchase various 
flavors of ice cream.  If you’re interested, 
contact me at the above e-mail address or 
call the church office.

WORSHIP ON HURD UPCOMING CHANGES
Perhaps my favorite scene from TV comes from the 
sixteenth episode of the fifth season of Friends.  Ross asks 
Rachel and Chandler to help him move his new couch into 
his apartment in New York City.  If you’ve ever had to move 
a couch up stairs, particularly stairs with a tight turn radius, 
you know how impossible it can feel.  Ross gets increasingly 
frustrated trying to guide Rachel and Chandler in moving 
his new couch that he just starts screaming “Pivot. Pivot! 
PIVOT!”

Being flexible and patient when it comes to newness and 
growth is important in every aspect of life; it’s no different 
in the church.  On Sunday members from Worship on Hurd 
gathered together for lunch to talk about the future of the 
service, and at this lunch we announced that in September 
I would start preaching at Worship on Hurd each Sunday, 
which I’m incredibly excited for!

Worship on Hurd has become my purview since I’ve been 
at Edmond First.  The grant that has funded my position 
in fact was primarily concerned with growing Worship on 
Hurd.  Once the college year begins, we are anticipating that 

we will begin to average around 100 each Sunday.  We’ve 
reached the size of other large churches who have two 
preachers preach each Sunday.

Sam and I both believe that it’s important that we are both 
seen as pastors for the whole church, so once a month 
we will be switching pulpits—Sam will preach Worship on 
Hurd and I’ll preach our three Sanctuary services.  I’ve said 
this before but will say it again, I’m eternally grateful to be 
working with a Senior Pastor who trusts me and is willing 
to share the pulpit.  It’s not uncommon for Senior Pastors 
to want to do all the preaching, and this transition speaks 
loudly about Sam’s character.

September 9th will be the first Sunday under this new 
structure.  Worship on Hurd’s order of worship will slightly 
change, moving the sermon back in a more “traditional” 
location in the bulletin.  Again, I am very excited for this sign 
of growth, and I give thanks every day to be one of your 
Associate Pastors.

Pastor Trey
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8                                                                      
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
3:00 pm  Youth week Skyline & Bricktown
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9                                                                          
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
5:00 am  Youth Week- Lake Arcadia

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10                                                                          
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Youth Week- Mini Olympics

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11                                                                          
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Wesley Open House
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
1:30 pm  Archives Committee
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, AUGUST 13                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 29, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 182
Worship Service – 9:45 am 62
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 83
Worship Service – 11:00 am 140
Nursery 18

Total 485
Sunday School 201

September  8   |   3-5  pm

Save the Date

5099422


