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The Messenger

JESUS IS COMING! LOOK 
BUSY!
Lectionary Reading: Luke 
12:32-40 (NRSV)

The difficulty of end times 
theology is that it creates 
an anxiety over the need 
for change.  There is an 
expectation that with the 
return of Jesus there will be 
a system reset and this life 
will be over.

This may work for people 
who are suffering or facing a 
difficult future. 

But for the average person, 
this may not be the case.  
When a loved one dies, we 
grieve at the loss of life even 
if we believe that the person 
went to heaven.  We grieve 
our loss of time with them.  
We grieve the future that 
we had planned that will no 
longer be possible.  

When we think about Jesus 
returning and disrupting our lives, there is some natural 
anxiety over the loss of our plans and dreams.  Then there 
may be some guilt over the fact that we know that we are 
supposed to really be happy about Jesus returning!

So this passage for Sunday has some baggage attached to it if 
we are honest with ourselves.

I have come to believe that our ideas about the return of 
Jesus may not be as literal as we have interpreted them.  If 
we are to interpret them literally, what does this do for the 
generations of Christians that preceded us?  If the end times 
will occur in a moment in history (and preachers always 
seem to predict that it will not only be within our lifetime but 
very soon), then it means that the book of Revelation is only 

relevant for the particular 
generation in which these 
predictions will occur.  Did all 
of the Christians who came 
before us waste their time in 
reading it?

I don’t think so.

So maybe we need to 
interpret this week’s reading 
differently.

What if the return of Jesus is 
more akin to how we treat 
the least of these as featured 
in Matthew 25?  Certainly, we 
encounter the least of these 
unexpectedly.  Most of us 
do not calendar encounters 
with the outsiders among 
us.  Could these encounters 
be life-changing? 

They can certainly be life-
challenging.

They may also cause us to 
question the living of our lives 
as we know it.

As far as our peace of mind goes, I’m not sure this 
interpretation is any easier!  In fact, if it is all about a more 
literal encounter with Jesus, then at least I’m off the hook if 
he doesn’t show!  But maybe he’s been hanging around for 
longer than I’ve thought.

I look forward to being back from vacation and preaching on 
this passage this Sunday as we explore it together!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by Olivier 

Deveault via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.

 The sense of always being “ready”
may bring more anxiety than peace!
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NEW VETERANS GROUP FORMING
Calling all Veterans! We are starting a Veterans 
group at Edmond First, and are looking for you!  The 
group will talk about current Veteran’s benefits, and 
other issues.  To learn more email Larry McClure at 
larry.mcclure42@yahoo.com or Don Baker at don@
grumpypawpaw.com.

NEW HANDBELL CHOIR COMING SEPTEMBER 
OF 2019!  
Have you ever wished to be a part of handbells at First 
UMC?  Have you ever seen the bells play and think 
it would be fun to do that?  Perhaps what has held 
you back is that you may not have music experience 
or may think you wouldn’t catch on to how to play 
them.  This fall, beginning on Wednesday September 4 
and running with the Wednesday night programming 
schedule, there will be a new handbell choir forming!  
This group requires no musical experience whatsoever, 
no handbell experience whatsoever, as we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 
5:00 to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can 
enjoy the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  
Please let Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@
fumcedmond.org or 405-423-3383. Please consider 
joining us!
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ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
August 10  |  8 am 
Join us for an all church work day and breakfast on Saturday, 
August 10 at 8 am.  There will be painting, cleaning, fixing 
and building jobs.  Everyone will be able to find a job they 
can do, so come with your work clothes on and be ready for 
a fun morning! The breakfast is provided by UMM.

SAVE THE DATE- ALL CHURCH RETREAT
As summer is coming to an end, the talk of camp still 
reverberates throughout the church.  Talk of friendships 
made and faith deepened.  Camping ministries is a huge part 
of our faith formation for our church—I have a colleague 
who likes to say that it is easier to grow closer with God in 
the five days at camp than any other time.  The removal 
of distractions, the dedication to spiritual disciplines, the 
simple yet profound impact of just having fun, it’s what 
makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold 
an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 16-17th.  
We will all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning and 
depart following our own worship service Sunday morning.  

We have a lot of lodge options ranging from the beautiful 
Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, or, for our more 
adventurous folk, tent camping!  The break down of costs 
per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) – $35 per person
Bunk in Cabin – $60 per person (ages 1-7 $50)
Single in Hardt Lodge – $90
Double in Hardt Lodge – $70 per person
Triple in Hardt Lodge – $65 per person
Quad in Hardt Lodge – $62 per person

All of our meals will be included in the cost.  I pray that you 
would consider coming to the all-church retreat.  To reserve 
your spot NOW, email Trey at trey@fumcedmond.org.

LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 4—SIGN UP NOW!  
Disciple Fast Track 1 provides comprehensive engagement 
with the entire biblical text. We meet for 24 weeks, devoting 
12 weeks each to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible 
to read each day. This class will be led by Rev. Trey Witzel on 
Wednesday evenings at 6 pm.

Disciple Fast Track 3 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, 
studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed 
to Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, 
with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. This study 
examines the connection between memory and identity 
as the people of God by looking at the Prophets and Paul. 
This class will be led by Rev. Don Vaught and David Lee on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:15 pm.

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer or 
on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions about 
one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don Vaught 
at don@fumcedmond.org.
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GUTHRIE FIRST UMC UPDATE- FROM PASTOR TREY
We’ve officially been partnered and worshiping with our sister 
congregation Guthrie First UMC for an entire month, and I 
wanted to take a moment to share an update on how things 
are going.  Eagerly accepting such a partnership is exciting but 
can also prompt some anxiety between both congregations.  Yet 
from both churches I have encountered nothing but enthusiasm 
and inquisitiveness!

For the month of July, Guthrie FUMC has averaged 57 in worship—
an almost doubling from the previously reported 30.  This kind 
of response way surpasses any preconceived assumptions I had!  
When you factor in all the changes—particularly earlier worship 
time and new music styles—this kind of worship growth tells 
me two things.  First, the Guthrie congregation has shown me 
exceptional spiritual maturity in being open to how the Holy Spirit 
is moving in this partnership.  The kind of faith it takes to not 
only agree to this partnership, but to also dedicate themselves to 
faithfully attending is incredibly inspiring and humbling.

The second thing I’ve learned in this partnership is how blessed 
we are at Edmond First!  From the entire worship team to our 
members who have been praying for this Guthrie ministry to 
bloom, I thank God every night for my appointment.  We have 
families who attend Guthrie every Sunday, and I am consistently 
surprised at who from church decides to “drop in” to support.  
Each Sunday it seems there is a friendly face from church who 
decided to wake up early and make the drive to worship with 
our sister congregation.  You cannot know the energy it gives me 
when I see your faces while I’m up there preaching.

Our youth are continuing to partner in programming; Guthrie 
youth meet on Sunday night, led by Rev. Kevin Tankerson, and 
we’ve been joining together for monthly fellowship activities.  
This week both youth groups went bowling at Guthrie’s 89er 
Bowl to kick off Youth Week 2019, and yesterday we explored 
Downtown OKC.

I ask that you continue to pray for this partnership.  Please keep 
asking me how it is going because I have so many stories to tell 
from just one month!  If you are interested in further supporting 
Guthrie, you can join us for a concert at Guthrie FUMC to hear 
Kyle Dillingham & Horseshoe Road fresh from the Grand Ole 
Opry! Stop by the church office to buy your tickets for $15!

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all 
three Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a 
ministry of volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 
years ago. The group has grown over the years from 6 
to 60 current volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides 
support to the students and staff with regularly 
planned activities and addresses specific needs as 
they arise.
 
This is the third year for our church wide ministry to 
Boulevard Academy to include a School Supply Drive 
to aid the students and staff.  This was in response to 
learning that very few of the Boulevard families are 
able to provide basic school supplies.   
 
Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.  
Collection will begin Sunday, August 4th and continue 
thru Wednesday, August 14th.  School begins August 
16th.  If you are interested in joining the Boulevard 
Buddies efforts on a regular basis or would like more 
information about this ministry, please contact Ellen 
Lyons by email, lyonsden5@cox.net, or  405-820-
7729.
 
**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will 
shop for you!  Checks may be made out to “First 
UMC, Edmond” include “Boulevard School Supplies”.
 
Boulevard Academy School Supplies Project
Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  7                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8                                                                      
9:00 am  Wesley Intern Training

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10                                                        _                 
9:00 am  Trustee Work Day

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Day Camp Preview Day, Parking Lot outside CAC
12:00 pm Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, AUGUST 12                                                                        
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13                                                                        
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  14                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 4, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 167
Worship Service – 9:45 am 30
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 82
Worship Service – 11:00 am 133
Nursery 6

Total 418
Sunday School 222

5099422

BACKPACK BLESSING
Start the school year off with a Backpack Blessing in one of our 
services on August 11! After our 11 am service, we will have a 
Mobile Day Camp preview from noon to 3 pm featuring some 
of the great games they have: archery, a water slide, obstacle 
course, bubble soccer and more!  Hot dogs and drinks will be 
for sale so you won’t be hungry.  The event is free and open 
to the public, so invite a friend or two to bring with you!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Barrett Tener joined 
on Sunday by transfer 
from Grace UMC in 
Oklahoma City.


