
WHAT IS THE BIGGER 
PICTURE?
Lectionary Reading: Mark 7:1-8, 
14-15, 21-23 (NRSV)

We hear a lot of frustration 
with our political system being 
ineffective.  It is difficult to 
pass legislation that is clean.  
In order to get this vote or that 
vote, you must agree to certain 
riders that benefit individual 
states rather than the country 
as a whole.  I was more vocal in 
my dissatisfaction until I started 
attending The United Methodist 
Church’s General Conference as 
a delegate.

In 2012, I was astounded at 
the amount of time we spent 
amending the rules.  It seemed to go on all evening.  We finally 
adjourned and the next day we would begin to vote on all of 
these amendments.  These were not changes to our Discipline 
which would move us forward as a global church.  These were 
debates over how we would treat each other in the limited 
time we were conferencing.  In my past experiences, we never 
had time to finish all of the work proposed and so I felt the 
clock ticking.

The next morning, I went to the microphone and proposed that 
we postpone indefinitely all of the amendments to the rules 
that were before us.  This would effectively make them go away 
and so we could simply vote on all the rules as presented by 
the committee.  I was actually in favor of many of the changes 
that were proposed but I was willing to go with the presented 
rules in order to have more time for the important work of 
dealing with all of the legislation written by United Methodists 
from around the world.  I felt that as a delegate, I must be a 
good steward with the time allotted.  These members had paid 
our way to serve on their behalf and so it seems that we should 

attend to as much legislation as 
we possibly could.
Some trees are so interesting,
they prevent us from seeing the
overall forest.

One of the arguments was 
that we should not just rubber 
stamp what the committee 
has approved.  I agree when 
it comes to legislation for the 
church.  However, I felt that the 
rules committee had overall 
developed a good way for us 
to conference together.  My 
proposal passed 491 to 367.

Sometimes we need to look at 
the bigger picture.  We need to 

prioritize.  All human beings get 
caught up in this - we see it reflected 

in our Gospel reading.  Jesus seems to recognize this as the 
Pharisees were so concerned about purity laws that it was 
leaving people in the dust.  Many of the common daily laborers 
would not have been able to observe all of the cleanliness 
laws.  In an effort to distinguish themselves from the Roman 
occupiers, the Pharisees cut out a wide swath of society who 
would like to be faithful but unable to comply on a daily basis.  

When the law of purity supersedes the law of love, Jesus seems 
to remind us that what God really wants us to pay attention to 
is how well we interact with one another.

I’ll be looking at this passage on Sunday.  If you are out for 
Labor Day weekend, we’ll have a video archive online for you 
to check out!
In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
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CROP WALK SAVE THE DATE
2018 Edmond Crop Walk is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 14 at Mitch Park. More information and sign up 
packets will be available soon!

SAVVY CAREGIVER SERIES SEMINAR
Aug. 31 | 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Free seminar at Mercy Hospital of Logan County 
includes how dementia affects thinking skills, effective 
ways to respond to changes in behavior, strategies 
to manage activities of daily living, and much more. 
Reservation can be made to 609-8939 or tmilburn@
sunbeamfamilyservices.org.

THANK YOU
I can’t say thank you enough for all of the phone calls, 
cards & food.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciat-
ed for everything & most of all your love.  This church 
is my second family and I love you all.     ~Carol Crisp

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
Reminder:  Random Acts of Kindness next meeting will 
be on Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 6 pm at John-
nies (in their meeting room) on 33rd street between 
Boulevard and Broadway .
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LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN 
WEDNESDAYS AT 6 PM STARTING SEPT. 12

Disciple Fast Track 
Led by Rev John Corbin and Rev Joe 
Davis as co-leaders
This course provides comprehensive 
engagement with the entire biblical 
text. We meet for 24 weeks, 
devoting 12 weeks each to the Old 
Testament & New Testament. Read 
3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in 

preparation for the weekly meetings, which last 1.5 hours.

Christian Believer, KNOWING GOD 
WITH HEART AND MIND
Led by Don Vaught
Focus is on classical teachings of 
the Christian faith—presenting, 
explaining and interpreting them 
in a way that participants can 
understand, through the use of words, symbols and 
hymns.  Over 30 weeks, we examine the writings of 
ancient and modern Christian commentators and view 
video presentations by leading Bible scholars.  (Must have 
completed one previous Disciple class to take Christian 
Believer.)

These classes are already half full, so sign up today so you have a spot and we can order your book.
Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions about 
one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.

MOMS GROWING TOGETHER- SIGN UP TODAY!
Imagine…a place that meets you right where you’re at as a 
mom, a woman, and a friend.

Imagine…Learning how to be better equipped as a parent 
through speakers and discussion.  Growing through a 
supportive network of moms who “get” it — from newborns 
to teens. 

Our Moms Group strives to build a community of moms 
who learn and grow together. Members meet together in a 
larger group setting, but are connected with a small group 
of moms. The calendar follows the MDO school calendar 
year. Meetings run about two hours in length to enjoy food 
and fellowship, speakers, and group discussion. 

Registration is $30. For more information, please email 
megan@fumcedmond.org.  Two groups are available- 
Monday mornings at 9:15 am or evenings at 6:30 pm. Free 
childcare is available.



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@
fumcedmond.org)

CHILDREN’S CHOIR SIGNUPS ARE LIVE!
Visit https://www.fumcedmond.org/music-ministry/ to see 
the fall line-up of children’s choir programming and to sign up.  
Remember, participants need not be a member of our church to 
participate, so share this with grandkids, neighbors and friends 
in the community.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH VOLUNTEERING
The youth every year serve in mission for the Children’s 
Back to School Bash. This is an event that is to welcome all 
the children and preschool families back from the summer. 
We will be helping set up and run carnival style games on 
September 8th. Please sign your child up on the website 
under the youth tab if they are going to be able to help 
serve that day. (https://www.fumcedmond.org/youth/) 

BOULEVARD ACADEMY THANK YOU
Thank you for your support of the Boulevard Academy 
School Supplies Drive held earlier this month.  Supplies 
were delivered that the church gathered prior to the 
first week of school and the cash/check donation was 
delivered last Wednesday.

It is difficult to estimate the number of students we 
helped with actual supplies but it is estimated that 
close to 20 students benefited from our donations!  
The checks made out to Boulevard Academy totaled 
$1915... which helped an additional 50 students.  
Our goal was to provide supplies for 50 students so 
our church community far exceeded that goal which 
is a tremendous gift to the students and staff of our 
neighbor school, Boulevard Academy. 

September  8   |   3-5  pm

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT FUMC
Make plans to join us on Wednesday Nights as we 
share a delicious dinner and attend classes!  This 
fall, in addition to the two long term Bible Studies 
being offered, we will also be offering a short-
term Bible study being led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers 
and Rev. Trey Witzel, along with a six week Love 
and Logic parenting class led by Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries.  To 
sign up for the Love and Logic class, visit www.
fumcedmond.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Youth Parent Meeting, M 303
7:00 pm  Preschool Parent Orientation, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30                                                                          
9:00 am  Preschool Meet the Teacher, CAC

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Evangelism Committee
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 26, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 185
Worship Service – 9:45 am 43
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 97
Worship Service – 11:00 am 204
Nursery 116

Total 545
Sunday School 261

September  8   |   3-5  pm
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