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The Messenger

BUT I’VE GOT 
SOME VERY GOOD 
REASONS...
Scripture Reading: 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
(NRSV)

The sheer scope of 
history in examining 
the prophet Jeremiah 
boggles my mind.  
When I think about 
the time frame, 
we know that he is 
preaching to a specific 
moment in history - 
likely here at the end 
of the 7th century 
BCE.  This is a little 
over 600 years before 
the birth of Jesus.  

The southern kingdom of Judah was facing a threat from the 
Babylonian empire.  Unfortunately for God’s people, they 
occupied land that was the preferred route between Egypt 
and Mesopotamia.  While this might allow for prosperous 
trade to flourish during certain points in Israelite history, the 
land often becomes coveted by whichever larger nation or 
empire becomes greedy for expansion.

In today’s reading, we see Jeremiah berate his people for 
turning away from God.

This seems to be a common theme with humanity and it still 
rings true all of these centuries later.  While in Jeremiah’s 
day, there were tempting idols from other exotic cultures 
to worship.  We may scoff at them out of our own sense of 
superior knowledge.  We know as in verse 11 that idols “are 
no gods” and our temptation is not to worship anything else.

We might want to belay our scorn for a moment.  

While we aren’t tempted after literal alternate deity worship, 
there are many things that capture our attention, time and 
resources.  

Many people today are 
looking for meaning in 
life.  We seek it out in 
many ways.  It may be 
similar to the journey 
of the person looking 
for themselves only to 
find their identity after 
they return home.  

The largest idol that we 
have ever worshipped 
is the self.  We elevate 
our own desires above 
the will of God and 
then we remake God 
into our image so 
that our will coincides 
perfectly with God’s 
will.

Giving in to the self will not refresh or quench our souls.  It is 
not living water.  Rather, we find that it is more like a cracked 
cistern that leaks.  We may find that we are empty more 
often than not.

These are difficult words to hear and they would have been 
no easier for Jeremiah’s original audience all of those years 
ago.  Self-examination is never easy but it may be profitable 
if we are willing to pursue it in earnest.

If you have come this far, maybe you’ll come a little farther.  
We’ll explore this more in depth on Sunday.  I know it is Labor 
Day weekend here in the United States, and so if you can’t be 
here in person, join us online for worship!
In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by mliu92 

via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.

 Sometimes we seek what is not ours
to our eventual detriment!
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NEW HANDBELL CHOIR COMING IN SEPTEMBER!  
Have you ever wished to be a part of handbells at First 
UMC?  Have you ever seen the bells play and think 
it would be fun to do that?  Perhaps what has held 
you back is that you may not have music experience 
or may think you wouldn’t catch on to how to play 
them.  This fall, beginning on Wednesday September 4 
and running with the Wednesday night programming 
schedule, there will be a new handbell choir forming!  
This group requires no musical experience whatsoever, 
no handbell experience whatsoever, as we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 
5:00 to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can 
enjoy the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  
Please let Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@
fumcedmond.org or 405-423-3383.

HOPE CENTER NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Hope Center, one of Edmond FUMC’s designated 
projects, needs volunteers to work at the reception 
desk, in the resell shop, in the food pantry, and in the 
clothing room. The Center also needs staples for the 
pantry, and personal care supplies. 

If you are interested in volunteering at Hope Center or 
in donating some of the needed supplies, please call 
405-348-1340.

PRESCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Do you like baby snuggles and rocking chairs?? The 
Preschool and Mother’s Day Out program looking 
for volunteer Baby Rockers and Back-Patters for our 
infant and 1 year old classes during our first 2 weeks of 
school. If you would like to volunteer from 12:00-2:00, 
Monday-Thursday from September 4 - 18th, any or 
all of those days, please contact Laura at preschool@
fumcedmond.org or 341-1230.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
September 5, 2019 at 6 pm at Interurban Restaurant 
on Danforth.  Any questions feel free to call Marie L. 
Gately 249-1107
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FIRST KIDS TUTORING MINISTRY – SUNSET 
ELEMENTARY
This FUMC Edmond ministry assists children from 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade that are struggling in 
reading at Sunset Elementary.  Tutors work with children 
one-on-one, for 30 minutes, one time per week.  Tutors are 
provided materials and training specific to the grade level 
they will tutor.  

Training for this year will be held on Monday, September 
23:
     • 9:00-11:00 – Kindergarten
     • 11:30-1:30 – 1st Grade
     • 1:30-3:30 – 2nd/3rd Grade

We would love to have you join us in this very rewarding 
ministry.  For more information you may call Sherri Brown, 
405 833-2583 or email her at sherribrown56@me.com.  If 
you are ready to volunteer, you may sign-up here: www.
fumcedmond.org/news.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH- SEPTEMBER 14
Looking for a fun way to spend your Saturday afternoon? 
Join us for the annual Back to School Bash!  We will have 
games, sno cones, petting zoo and inflatables!  It is a fun 
community event, so invite your friends and family for a 
great afternoon of fun to celebrate the return of the school 
year!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING BEGINS SEPTEMBER 4
Wednesday nights are full of programming options for you and your family at Edmond FUMC!  We have a variety of op-
tions of classes for the old and young alike!  Here is a complete list of classes and studies you might want to be a part of 
following dinner at 5:15 pm:

SHORT-TERM BIBLE STUDY- EVERYBODY ALWAYS:
Join in for a 4 week study by Bob Goff on becoming love in 
a world full of setbacks and difficult people!  A study guide 
is helpful for the course, but not required. 

LONG-TERM DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES:
Disciple Fast Track 1 provides comprehensive engagement 
with the entire biblical text. We meet for 24 weeks, devoting 
12 weeks each to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible 
to read each day. This class will be led by Rev. Trey Witzel 
and Madison Waller on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. 

Disciple Fast Track 3 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, 
studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed 
to Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, 
with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. This study 
examines the connection between memory and identity 
as the people of God by looking at the Prophets and Paul. 
This class will be led by Rev. Don Vaught and David Lee on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:15 pm.

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer 
or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions 
about one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don 
Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.

CHOIRS AND MUSIC:
Beginning Handbells- 5 pm
A new handbell choir is forming!  This group requires no 
musical experience, no handbell experience, we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 5:00 
to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can enjoy 
the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  Please let 
Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@fumcedmond.
org or 405-423-3383.

Cherub Choir (Preschool)- 6 pm
Kids in the Cherub Choir learn how to sing accurately, develop 
their singing voices for use in worship and begin to learn the 
basics of rhythm and pitch through age-appropriate games 
and activities.  Members of the Cherub Choir participate in 
worship approximately four times a year.

Chorister and Junior Choirs- 6:30 pm
Children in these choirs learn the fundamentals of music 
reading through a variety of exercises and games based 
on the Kodály method.  They also spend time learning 
about the seasons of the church year while learning age-
appropriate anthems for presentation in worship.  They sing 
for worship about once every 5-6 weeks.

Chancel Choir- 7:15 pm
Our church is blessed to have a 50-voice adult choir that 
enhances our worship.  The ensemble rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:30 and Sundays from 
5:00-6:15 in the choir room (Main Building, Room 100B), 
and they sing nearly every Sunday at the 8:30 & 11:00a.m. 
worship services.  It is important to note that members 
need only commit to one rehearsal and one service per 
week.  Twice a year, the choir presents a larger choral work, 
such as a cantata or small oratorio. 

All voice parts are needed and new members are always 
welcome.  If you are interested, please contact music@
fumcedmond.org or 405.341.0107 ext. 113.

YOUTH PROGRAMMING- 6:00 pm
Youth members come and learn with peers about the 
teachings of Christ through mission, fellowship and Bible 
study. The Youth meet on the 3rd floor of the main building.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  28                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:00 pm  Preschool Parent Orientation, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29                                                                      
9:00 am  Preschool Meet the Teacher, CAC
11:00 am Wesley Lunch, Wesley Hall

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy, Reception Room
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2                                                                        
LABOR DAY OFFICE CLOSED 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3                                                                        
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, SETPEMBER 4                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies, Various
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 25, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 160
Worship Service – 9:45 am 43
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 77
Worship Service – 11:00 am 146
Nursery 12

Total 438
Sunday School ?


