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The Messenger

THE GATES OF HELL
Lectionary Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 
(NRSV)

Back in the 90’s, I was working on curriculum 
writing for our conference.  We incorporated 
video clips into some of the worship and 
this involved the use of VHS tapes. Editing 
was a lot more time-intensive!

One scene in particular that we used 
was from the 1992 Francis Ford Coppola 
film, Bram Stroker’s Dracula.  It involved 
the vampire hunter Van Helsing (played 
wonderfully by Anthony Hopkins) backing a 
vampire back into a coffin using a cross and 
shouting “We are strong in the Lord and the 
power of his might!”

The idea we used from this clip was the obvious 
nature of evil in this film.  If we could simply 
stand overtly against an easily identifiable evil, we 
would do it.  Yet evil is rarely so obvious.  It is often 
more subtle.  It comes in the guise of something that 
will placate our fears or desires.

Evil replaces God on our priority list without us even 
realizing it.

In the scripture reading, Jesus tells Peter that the 
Church will overcome evil with the imagery of the gates 
of Hades or Hell.  We have been given the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven.  We have authority to bind and 
loose.

Okay, this last piece seems a little vague.  What does 
it mean to bind and loose?  If Jesus is speaking of evil, 
when would there ever be a good time to loose it on 
the world?

Binding and loosing is likely referring to the binding and 
loosing of scripture in the world. Rabbinical tradition 
would bind specific scriptures to modern day situations 
such as when Jesus told us to turn the other cheek 
rather than take an eye for an eye.  Scripture was bound 

to how we respond to violence.  In last week’s lectionary 
reading, Jesus loosens scripture when he spoke of our 
words defiling us more than the unclean foods that we 
might consume.

So our responsibility as the Church is to determine how 
we apply God’s Word to the world and specifically how 
we stand against the evils of this world.

The litmus test I always use is “Does this application 
of scripture to this situation increase the love of God 
and love of neighbor in the world?”  Of course, this 
is from Jesus who gave these as the greatest of the 
commandments.

As we gather as the Church, we remind one another 
that “We are strong in the Lord and the power of his 
might!”

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com
Photo by patterned via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons 
license.

The movie Dracula was a lot more intimidating! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
August 23rd  |  5:30-7:30 pm 
No Dinner 

August 30th  |  5:30-7:30 pm
No Dinner 

Fall Programming begins September 6th
Dinner 5:30-6:00pm  |  Youth 6:00-7:30pm 
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, August 25 | 6 pm | CAC
Join the Senior Connection for a fun evening of music 
as they hear The Mustang Ramblers play!  As always, 
there will be great food and fellowship! 

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, August 24 | 10 - 11 am | Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
We hope you make plans to join us for the Back to School 
Bash on September 9 from 3-5 pm!  We will have free fun 
and food for the whole family with qctivities including a 
bouncy house, balloon artist, face painting and carnival 
games. Everyone is invited to attend! Come play and get to 
know other families in our church and preschool. Questions? 
Contact Megan Borum, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries at megan@fumcedmond.org.

ICE ANGELS
Let me start off by saying what a blessing it is to be 
appointed to Edmond First!  Last week I offered an invitation 
to not just read about feeding the hungry and serving God’s 
most vulnerable children, but to take a step in faith and do 
something about it, and the congregational response was 
tremendous!  Last Wednesday I drove six members down to 
SW 11th and Walker and we fed and handed out clothing to 
sixty individuals.  Quail Springs UMC and Mosaic UMC were 
thrilled to see us, and they will be using our kitchen this 
week as they prepare the next meal.

I’ve had countless individuals from church approach me 
since asking about more information and how they can help.  
My invitation from the pulpit still stands: each Wednesday 
I will be in the foyer outside Wesley Hall at 11 am to meet 
whoever wants to go feed the homeless.  We’ll go to lunch 
ourselves, then head downtown to answer Christ’s call, 
returning to church by 2 pm.  

As this ministry grows, I will be compiling a volunteer list 
as we partner with Quail Springs UMC and Mosaic UMC.  
Volunteers will sign-up to help organize and cook one meal a 
month, and we will be having sporadic gatherings to collect 
clothing, books, and learn how to weave sleeping mats out 
of plastic bags.  This project will be something that every 
member at Edmond First can participate in, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing how the Spirit moves through us!

Wheel you help us replace our tired bus?

help us raise $60,000 by September 15   |   Designate your offering or give online

With a new bus
our ministries could expand including:

Wednesday bus ministry    
Family Mission Trips
Sunday Morning Transportation     
Children Ministry Day trips

250
families in total

in the last year, 
our bus served

Help us reach our goal of $60,000

$55,000
raised!

$5,000
to go!

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 6

Class list coming soon!
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SIGN UP FOR 
DISCIPLE STUDY
This first Disciple Bible 
study serves as the basis 
for all other studies in 
the Disciple family that 
follow. Over the course 
of 34 weeks, Disciple 
covers the entire Bible, 
following the biblical 
story from Creation to 
the New Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays at 5:30 pm 
starting September 17.

To join in on this study, sign up on the website 
or outside the East Wing.  

SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRIES REACHES MANY FROM YOUR GENEROSITY- CONTINUED
Throughout the year, you will find that Edmond FUMC 
has many opportunities to provide food, clothing or other 
donations to benefit Skyline Urban Ministry.  Below is a list 
of ways that your generosity has benefitted Skyline and the 
many people they served last year:

• 60 Cinderella’s dressed for the ball through Prom Event: 
Used Prom dresses make it possible for young women  
attend prom and have dreams come true.

• 512 children supplied for school: Skyline’s Back to School 
Carnival fills back packs as children play carnival games and 
interact with caring adults.

• 777 pounds of clothing to Homeless Outreach: Partnerships 
with other groups connect those on the streets with needed 
items to weather the Oklahoma weather.

• 9733 pounds of groceries to Homeless Outreach: 
Groceries are turned into hot meals delivered to the streets 
and camps to those unable to care for themselves.

• 12,015 meals to the Prime Timers—Skyline’s seniors have 

an average income of $700 and receive SNAP benefits of 
about $15. They cannot survive without your generosity.

• 19,267 volunteer hours logged: Skyline has a staff of 12 
excellent workers—but even the best and most hardworking 
staff cannot meet the need alone

• $102,000 of grants received: Skyline connects with 
foundations and grantors and, through due diligence, shows 
itself worthy of being entrusted with using gifts wisely.

• 32 percent of total revenue provided by funders like you: While 
Skyline seeks grants from a wide variety of foundations and 
organizations, Skyline’s financial foundation is individual giving.

• 93 percent of revenue is spent on programming: Skyline’s 
focus is on providing those in the shadows with the assistance 
needed and keeping overhead costs as low as possible.

• 651 unique donors—you could make it 652! Donors 
provided Skyline with $425,417 in revenue. Through our 
partnership with the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, 
Skyline turns every $1 into 4 meals.

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR
Want to learn more about First United 
Methodist Church?  Join us for Pizza 
with the Pastor on August 27 following 
the 11 am service.  Lunch is FREE and 
childcare is provided! To RSVP, email 
info@fumcedmond.org with the number 
attending and if childcare will be needed 
by August 24.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God” Colossians 3:16

John Wesley believed that the Book of Psalms was one of the “choicest 
parts of the Old Testament, wherein there is so much of Christ and his 
gospel, as well as of God and his law, that it has been called the summary 
of both Testaments.”* It’s hard to argue with Wesley (well, both in this 
assessment and in general!) Indeed, the Psalms speak to many situations 
and eliciting a wide range of human responses such as joy, sorrow, hope 
and impatience.

When any church gathers, regardless of size, there’s bound to be people 
bringing the same variety of emotions to worship. Therefore, it’s no 
surprise that the reading and singing of psalms have been central to 
corporate worship across denominations and centuries.

Starting this Sunday, we’ll be taking the Apostle Paul’s advice above: we 
as a congregation will pray one of these psalms for the call to worship 
at least once a month at the traditional worship services. It is our prayer 
that no matter where you are on life’s journey, no matter what joy or 
sorrow you may bring to worship with you, that we will all be united by 
the timeless words of these great psalms.
*from John Wesley’s Notes on the Bible

CHILDREN’S CHOIR REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
This year, we are proud to expand our children’s choir offerings to three 
ensembles that will not only accommodate our growing ministry, but 
will offer the children more age-appropriate musical education.

Rehearsals will begin on September 6 and all children are welcome, 
regardless of church membership. To sign up your child, visit 
fumcedmond.org/music-ministry, or contact Andrew Schaeffer 
(andrew@fumcedmond.org) with any questions.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  Friendship Circle, M 118B 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24                                                                         
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116 B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Pizza with the Pastor, M 313-314
1:30 pm  Visioning
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, AUGUST 28                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee 
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care,  118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Parent Orientation, CAC

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 20, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 201
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 97
Worship Service – 11:00 am 237
Nursery 14

Total 549
Sunday School 233

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Liz and Wayne McMullan 
joined FUMC Edmond 
on Sunday by transfer of 
membership from First 
United Methodist Church 
in Ada.


