
UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO 
GOD
Lectionary Reading: 1 Kings 
8:22-30, 41-43 (NRSV)

King Solomon is particularly 
gracious in today’s reading.  
Within the last few verses, he 
names Gentiles (foreigners not 
of Israel) and implores God to 
hear their prayers.

It is done for a missional purpose 
- so that all people may come to 
know God.  If other people see 
the power of God, they, too, will 
want to revere God.

Even though it is more 
comfortable for Solomon - if all 
worshipped God, there would be 
less trouble for Jews in the world 
- there is a graciousness that would make friends of strangers 
rather than see them as enemies to be destroyed.  

This goes against the territorialism that was rampant among 
humanity at the time.  Each geographic region had its own 
gods and deference was given to the gods of a conquering 
country over those of a defeated country.  This is as simple as 
liking the winning team.

Solomon understands the blessings that God has bestowed 
upon his country and wants to extend these blessings 
throughout the world so that the worship of God may spread 
across this same world.  The remarkable movement in this 
logic is that he doesn’t ask God to smite his enemies but rather 
convert them.

It is similar to the quote from Abraham Lincoln: “Am I not 
destroying my enemies when I make friends of them?”

Territorialism usually occurs when we are afraid of losing what 
we have.  It comes when we are fearful of the stranger and 
it sometimes turns ugly when we perceive that someone or 
some group is going to usurp our way of life.  One can look at 
the post-Civil War lynching of African Americans as an example 
of a dominant group refusing to allow another group to gain 

economic or social traction in their 
region.  

Sometimes territorialism is 
religious.  In 1980, Dr. Bailey 
Smith, of Del City, Oklahoma and 
President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, set off a firestorm 
when he declared to the SBC that 
God did not hear the prayers of 
Jews.  This set up quite a debate 
at the time with many Southern 
Baptists disagreeing with Dr. 
Smith.  HIs claim was that if a 
prayer was not in the name of 
Jesus, it was ineffective.

More recently, a similar 
controversy among Christianity 

and Islam occurred when Wheaton 
College professor Dr. Larycia 
Hawkins was suspended because 
she made a public claim that 

Muslims and Christians worship the same God.  Her wearing of 
the hijab during Advent in support of unity likely contributed to 
the suspension.  Interestingly enough, Dr. Hawkins also has an 
Oklahoma connection in that she received her Ph.D. from the 
University of Oklahoma.  

What does it mean for us today to pray in the spirit of Solomon 
that those who are dislike us in so many ways would have their 
prayers answered?  Is there a perceived danger in this?  If my 
enemy prospers, will I then be diminished?  

It is hard to be gracious in this matter.  If it were easy, I suppose, 
world peace would already be at hand.  And yet, I do pray for 
world peace so maybe this is a good subject to examine.  I hope 
you’ll join us for worship this Sunday either in Edmond or on 
the web!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Essam Saad via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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The Messenger

 At times, even the seemingly harmless practice
of using prayer beads has come under critique.
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CROP WALK SAVE THE DATE
2018 Edmond Crop Walk is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 14 at Mitch Park. More information and sign up 
packets will be available soon!

SAVVY CAREGIVER SERIES SEMINAR
Aug. 24 & 31 | 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Free seminar at Mercy Hospital of Logan County 
includes how dementia affects thinking skills, effective 
ways to respond to changes in behavior, strategies 
to manage activities of daily living, and much more. 
Reservation can be made to 609-8939 or tmilburn@
sunbeamfamilyservices.org.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, August 24  |  6 pm  |  CAC
The Senior Connection will present the G3 Gospel 
Singers on Friday, August 24 at 6 pm in the CAC. Dinner, 
friendship and fun will be provided!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  August  23 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbinand 
Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.
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LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN 
WEDNESDAYS AT 6 PM STARTING SEPT. 12

Disciple Fast Track 
Led by Rev John Corbin and Rev Joe 
Davis as co-leaders
This course provides comprehensive 
engagement with the entire biblical 
text. We meet for 24 weeks, 
devoting 12 weeks each to the Old 
Testament & New Testament. Read 
3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in 

preparation for the weekly meetings, which last 1.5 hours.

Christian Believer, KNOWING GOD 
WITH HEART AND MIND
Led by Don Vaught
Focus is on classical teachings of 
the Christian faith—presenting, 
explaining and interpreting them 
in a way that participants can 
understand, through the use of words, symbols and 
hymns.  Over 30 weeks, we examine the writings of 
ancient and modern Christian commentators and view 
video presentations by leading Bible scholars.  (Must have 
completed one previous Disciple class to take Christian 
Believer.)

These classes are already half full, so sign up today so you have a spot and we can order your book.
Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions about 
one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.

UNITED WAY KICKOFF AND SKYLINE
It’s fall, which means that United way will do their kickoff 
soon.  Did you know that Skyline, one of the Methodist 
Ministries in Oklahoma, is a recipient of United Way dollars?  
Here are a few fun facts about Skyline:
• 1,414,763 pounds of groceries have been distributed.
• 9,485 unique households were served in the Food Re
     source Center.
• 74% of households shopped three times or less.
• 6% increase in households served.
• 138,081 pounds of clothing distributed
• 2,620 eyeballs examined last year
• 1,304 persons seeing more clearly through new glasses
• 548 health screenings
• 614 shoes filled for school
• 1,113 visits from Santa
• 52 Cinderella’s dressed for the ball through the Prom 
     Event
If you are signing up for United Way, make sure to use the 
number 7071.



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@fumcedmond.org)

4th ANNUAL ALL—CHURCH TALENT SHOW
Thank you to everyone who helped make our 4th annual talent show & ice cream social a rousing success!  All the 
performers presented their act with poise and it was clear that everyone enjoyed themselves.

I also wanted to give a shout out to those who purchased or made ice cream for the social, and special thanks go to those 
of you who diligently worked in the kitchen cleaning all those bowls and spoons!

Sunday proved that once again, FUMC is not only a very talented church, but one full of folks who generously give of their 
time as well.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR SIGNUPS ARE LIVE!
Visit https://www.fumcedmond.org/music-ministry/ to see the fall line-up of children’s choir programming and to sign 
up.  Remember, participants need not be a member of our church to participate, so share this with grandkids, neighbors 
and friends in the community. 

CCYM SUMMIT
Our youth group every year participates on many levels of 
the Conference. I encourage many youth to attend leadership 
camp in Middle School and continue that journey through high 
school. As a conference, we have a state wide youth ministry 
council. Kyla Powers is our youth Co-chair for the state CCYM 
(Conference Council Youth Ministry). It is a great honor to watch 
her lead the youth of our state through her actions and example 
of the love she has for Christ. 

This year we will be having a youth summit on August 25th in 
Yukon at Church of the Good Shepherd from 9am-3pm. There 
will be lunch provided. We will leave from the church as a group 
at 9:15am. At the summit this year, we will elect new officers 
and hear from a guest speaker on Native American ministry. 

There is an opportunity to serve on an executive team for any 
9th-12th grade. Youth who are willing to give up 4-6 Saturdays 
a year to help plan state wide mission experiences and assist 
in planning Senior High LEAD camp are eligible to serve on 
this team. There will be elections for new officers. If your child 
would like to run for an office on the executive team please let 
me know. It is a simple speech at the Summit. I encourage all 
youth who have attended Mid-High LEAD and Senior High LEAD 
to attend on the 25th. All youth can participate but only Senior 
High can run for an office. Please RSVP to me by the end of the 
day on August 23rd. 

HEALING SERVICE
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds. Psalm 147:3
On Sunday, August 26 at 12:15p.m. we will 
offer a brief Healing Service in the Sanctuary.  
All those who are suffering in body, mind, 
or spirit are encouraged to attend, be 
anointed with oil, and pray with a member 
of our clergy.  Individual prayers will be held 
in confidence.  If you have any questions, 
please contact one of the Pastors.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23                                                                          
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25                                                                          
9:00 am  CCYM Summit, Good Shepherd UMC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Healing Service, Sanctuary
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, AUGUST 27                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Youth Parent Meeting, M 303
7:00 pm  Preschool Parent Orientation
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 19, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 167
Worship Service – 9:45 am 53
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 82
Worship Service – 11:00 am 176
Nursery 12

Total 490

September  8   |   3-5  pm

Save the Date

5099422


