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The Messenger

IS RESPECT A RIGHT OR A 
BENEFIT?
Lectionary Reading: Jeremiah 
1:4-10 (NRSV)

Jeremiah is called at a very 
young age.  He is worried that 
he will not be taken seriously.

I know how he feels.

When I started out as a 
pastor, I grew a beard before 
taking my first appointment.  
After being there for a while, 
I shaved it off.  One of our 
parishioners smiled at me 
and exclaimed, “Oh, you look 
just like a little boy!”

I heard lots of comments from 
people I met outside of our 
church along the lines of “You’re 
too young to be a pastor.”

It may be that they believed 
that old pastors were just hatched and came out of the egg 
with wrinkles, grey hair and life experience!

It has been my experience in life (and my guess is that this is your 
experience too) that some people have automatically afforded 
me respect and others have waited until I proved myself.

There are many in the world with the attitude, “You’ve got to 
earn my respect.”

This is likely the world in which Jeremiah lived and the reason 
for his trepidation.  Who is going to listen to me?

I understand the view of earning respect and have done 
things to prove myself in the eyes of others so that my voice 
will be heard.  After all, a preacher that no one pays attention 
to is doing a lot of preparation for nothing!

But as I think about this idea of earned respect, it makes 
me realize that we may often be telling the world that I will 
disrespect you until you deserve otherwise.

This is not a healthy way for us to love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves.

As I mentioned that I have experienced those that have given 
respect and those from whom I had to earn it, I can tell you 

with which I prefer to deal!

Respect for others should be 
a fundamental thing that is 
our starting place.  What if 
we adopted the attitude that 
people are to be respected 
until they prove otherwise?  
And even then, it may be that 
we disrespect behavior rather 
than people.

One argument for earned 
respect is that it sharpens us.  
Would I have been as effective 
if I didn’t have to prove myself?  
This may be important for 
positions of authority that 
don’t have prior certifications.  
Leadership is often this way 
in that we want to follow 
someone who is going to be 
effective.

So while I may reserve judgment 
on a leader based on his or her 

ability and track record, I will still fundamentally respect 
them as a person.  This means allowing them a voice until 
they do or say something that would be harmful to those 
they encounter.  Fortunately, I live in a country that is set up 
to allow the people being governed to have a voice through 
our representative democracy.  This country fundamentally 
respects its citizens through the Bill of Rights.

This philosophy was not shaped in a vacuum and comes out of 
the Christian idea that all people are deserving of respect and 
love simply because they exist.  As I mentioned, our behavior 
is not always to be commended but we continue to respect 
human beings.  This is why we treat prisoners humanely.

So as we explore this passage from Jeremiah, we’ll discover 
that the message God gives him to relate is not one that will 
be popular or well-received.  No wonder he was nervous!  
Are you sure you want me to do this God?  I hope you’ll 
join us for worship as we reflect upon Jeremiah’s call story 
together!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by 
Thomas Halfmann via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons 
license.

 Both donning and removing your
hat is a sign of respect depending

on your culture!
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NEW HANDBELL CHOIR COMING IN SEPTEMBER!  
Have you ever wished to be a part of handbells at First 
UMC?  Have you ever seen the bells play and think 
it would be fun to do that?  Perhaps what has held 
you back is that you may not have music experience 
or may think you wouldn’t catch on to how to play 
them.  This fall, beginning on Wednesday September 4 
and running with the Wednesday night programming 
schedule, there will be a new handbell choir forming!  
This group requires no musical experience whatsoever, 
no handbell experience whatsoever, as we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 
5:00 to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can 
enjoy the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  
Please let Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@
fumcedmond.org or 405-423-3383.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
May 16 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014. 

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  September  28 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Rev. Don Vaught, 
sharing will be kept confidential.
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KYLE DILLINGHAM AND HORSESHOE ROAD 
CONCERT
This is an event you don’t want to miss!  Straight off of 
the stage at the Grand Ole Opry, Kyle Dillingham and 
Horseshoe Road will be performing at Guthrie First UMC 
on Sunday, August 25 at 7 pm.  Tickets to see the award 
winning performer and band are only $15 when bought 
in advance and $20 at the door.  Tickets can be purchased 
at either church or online at www.guthriefirstumc.org or 
on the Guthrie FUMC Facebook page. Tickets will also be 
available at the Senior Connection event this Friday!  Invite 
your friends and family for a wonderful evening!

We will be taking the bus and carpooling to the concert on 
Sunday.  If you would like to be part of the carpool, or ride 
the bus, we will be leaving at 6 pm, so make sure to arrive 
early to get your seat or find a ride!

LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 4—SIGN UP NOW!  
Disciple Fast Track 1 provides comprehensive engagement 
with the entire biblical text. We meet for 24 weeks, devoting 
12 weeks each to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible 
to read each day. This class will be led by Rev. Trey Witzel 
and Madison Waller on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm.

Disciple Fast Track 3 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, 
studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed 
to Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, 
with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. This study 
examines the connection between memory and identity 
as the people of God by looking at the Prophets and Paul. 
This class will be led by Rev. Don Vaught and David Lee on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:15 pm.

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer or 
on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions about 
one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don Vaught 
at don@fumcedmond.org.

FIRST KIDS TUTORING MINISTRY – SUNSET 
ELEMENTARY
This FUMC Edmond ministry assists children from 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade that are struggling in 
reading at Sunset Elementary.  Tutors work with children 
one-on-one, for 30 minutes, one time per week.  Tutors are 
provided materials and training specific to the grade level 
they will tutor.  

Training for this year will be held on Monday, September 
23:
     • 9:00-11:00 – Kindergarten
     • 11:30-1:30 – 1st Grade
     • 1:30-3:30 – 2nd/3rd Grade

We would love to have you join us in this very rewarding 
ministry.  For more information you may call Sherri Brown, 
405 833-2583 or email her at sherribrown56@me.com.  If 
you are ready to volunteer, you may sign-up here: www.
fumcedmond.org/news.



The Messenger                           August 21, 2019

3

BOULEVARD BUDDIES
Boulevard Buddies is a community ministry that 
acts as a support group for Boulevard Academy, our 
church’s neighbor school.  Boulevard Academy is 
part of Edmond Public Schools and serves primarily 
high school students in need of a specialized learning 
environment that helps them earn the high school 
credits they need for graduation.  Boulevard Buddies 
began more than 10 years ago as a Sunday School class 
project in response to one of John Wesley’s simple 
rules “Do Good”.  It has grown to a volunteer support 
group of 60 plus that includes people in the community 
outside of our church.  Besides the yearly planning 
meeting between the Boulevard Buddies planning 
team and the school staff, all the organization is done 
by email.  Volunteers are sent an email of a need or 
event and have the choice to participate.  Boulevard 
Buddies acts as the school’s staff appreciation group 
similar to how a PTO or PTA functions.  In addition, we 
organize an annual church-wide school supplies drive, 
we host 2 school-wide luncheons – a Thanksgiving 
meal and another meal during the 2nd semester, 
we stock a small food/toiletries pantry on site, we 
meet particular needs of students and their families 
as identified and brought to our attention by the 
counselors and/or principal, ie. provided a bicycle for 
a student in need of transportation to school, a bed 
and bedding for a student who was sleeping on the 
floor of a relative’s apartment, maternity clothes and 
a stroller, gift cards and groceries for families dealing 
with a housefire and loss of job. 
 
Joining this group is easy….call, email, or text Ellen 
Lyons (lyonsden5@cox.net, 405-820-7729) and ask 
that your name be added to the Boulevard Buddies 
group email list.  You can help when you are able with 
absolutely no pressure to help all the time.  Please 
consider joining this caring community ministry.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday,  August 23, 2019 |  6:00 pm  |   CAC. 
Join us for the August Senior Connection! Entertainment is Paul 
Purifoy, a highly recommended piano player and singer. Dinner 
will be hot dogs, baked beans, and all the trimmings and, of 
course, desserts.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Sunday, we celebrated the Disciple Bible Study graduates 
during our worship services! The long-term studies led 
participants on a Biblical journey that they used to grow 
and learn as Christians.

We will be beginning a new session of Disciple Bible Studies 
in September. If you would like to learn more or sign up, 
visit the website or the table in the East Wing.

Left to RIght: David Lee, 
Shannon Boyer, Wilma 
Hamilton, Susie Lute, Rev. 
Don Vaught, Rex Friend, 
Leroy Coffman.

Left to RIght: Rev. Don 
Vaught, Alan Herndon, Eli-
sha Herndon, Jaime Burns, 
Jimmy Burns.

Left to RIght: Rev. Dr. Sam 
Powers, Carter Wilson.

PRESCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Do you like baby snuggles and rocking chairs?? The 
Preschool and Mother’s Day Out program looking 
for volunteer Baby Rockers and Back-Patters for our 
infant and 1 year old classes during our first 2 weeks of 
school. If you would like to volunteer from 12:00-2:00, 
Monday-Thursday from September 4 - 18th, any or all 
of those days, please contact Laura at preschool@
fumcedmond.org or 341-1230.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  21                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22                                                                      
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
6:30 pm  Love in Action, M 316

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23                                                                      
10:00 am UMW Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Visioning Committee, M 314
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, AUGUST 26                                                                        
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27                                                                        
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  28                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 18, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 177
Worship Service – 9:45 am 60
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 85
Worship Service – 11:00 am 157
Nursery 11

Total 490
Sunday School 263

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Roger Nichols joined 
the church on Sunday 
through transfer of 
membership from 
another Church.


