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The Messenger

WALKING IN FAITH  
Scripture Passage: Matthew 14:22-
33 (NRSV)

In 2013, I was leading a small group 
of seniors at church camp.  The 
curriculum called for a trust walk 
where half of the campers were 
blindfolded and the other half were 
sighted.  Normally, the sighted 
campers lead the others around on 
a flat surface and the blindfolded 
campers trust that their guides 
won’t lead them into a ditch or a 
tree or cause them to stumble in 
some way.

Since these were all experienced, 
savvy campers, I recognized that 
they had all done trust walks at 
camp or in youth group before.  In 
order to convey the point of trust, I 
challenged them to take the activity 
to a new level.  The blindfolded were led up a 
difficult trail up the side of the hill to the cross.  If 
you have been to Canyon Camp, this was not the normal 
path that the majority takes to get there.

We came to a chasm that requires you to hug the side 
of the cliff and to step across. I gave the blind an out and 
told them that they could take off their bandannas for 
this part but all of them chose to trust their guides.

Each one of them made it across and eventually took 
off their bandannas at the cross and felt good about the 
accomplishment!  The guides took pride in helping them 
up such a difficult path.  The blind took pride in the trust 
they put in their guides and in themselves.

This Sunday’s passage is the famous passage of Jesus 
walking on water.  Peter wants to walk out to Jesus and 
quickly begins to sink.  There is something universal 
about his experience if we look at facing difficulties.  
There are times we have stepped out in faith and felt 

good about what we’ve accomplished.  There are also 
times when we have failed or been insecure and needed 
God’s reassurance and help.  Sometimes they occur 
simultaneously like they did for Peter!

As we think about the trust walk I mentioned above, this 
may be a good metaphor for the church.  We all have a 
need to help one another along life’s path.  Sometimes 
we are the guides and sometimes we are the blind.  But 
we need each other along the way.  In the midst of all the 
changes we face, this is one truth that stays constant.  For 
Christians, we seek to recognize how God is present in 
this trust walk we are on together.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/

They hadn’t made it to the hard part yet!
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 12  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men for a delicious breakfast 
with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Did you know that the Congregational Care committee 
visit shut-ins, send cards and make phone calls?  The 
committee loves to give encouragement or just let 
people know we haven’t forgotten them. Sometimes 
when people get out of the hospital, they might 
appreciate being contacted.  If you know of anyone in 
need of some sort of contact from our church, please 
let the office or Carol Crisp at 341-4014 know.  One 
call, card or visit could make a difference to someone.

SERMONS NOW ON PODCAST
You can now listen to the weekly sermons via podcast!  
Just visit, https://www.fumcedmond.org/video/ to hear 
the sermon or watch the recorded live stream.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st
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SIGN UP TODAY FOR STUDIES STARTING SEPTEMBER

This first Disciple Bible study 
serves as the basis for all other 
studies in the Disciple family that 
follow. Over the course of 34 
weeks, Disciple covers the entire 
Bible, following the biblical 
story from Creation to the New 
Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays 
at 5:30 pm starting in September.

The overarching aim is to deepen 
discipleship through better 
understanding of the biblical 
texts and their message.  The 
study helps group members 
understand that Jesus is rooted 
in Judaism and the Scriptures of 
Judaism and that Christianity and 
the New Testament are rooted in 
the Scriptures of Judaism—our 
Old Testament.

This class will meet on 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm starting in September.

To join in on one of these insightful studies, sign up on the 
website or outside the East Wing.  
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ADOPT-A-STREET- SUMMER  CLEAN-UP A SUCCESS!
Twelve FUMC volunteers  were joined by 15 Boy Scouts and 
5 Scout leaders from Troop 77 in picking up over 12 bags of 
litter plus several large trash items along our adopted street, 
Sooner Road, from Danforth to Coffee Creek on Saturday, July 
29th.  A big THANK YOU to all the volunteers and the Scouts 
for helping us make a difference in our community!  Our last 
clean-up for 2017 is tentatively scheduled for Oct. 28th.  
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Wheel you help us replace our tired bus?

help us raise $60,000 by September 15   |   Designate your offering or give online

With a new bus
our ministries could expand including:
Wednesday bus ministry   Family Mission Trips
Sunday Morning Transportation  Children Ministry Day trips

250
families in total

ISAIAH 41:10 PROCLAIMS, “DO NOT FEAR, FOR I AM WITH YOU; DO NOT BE DISMAYED, FOR I AM YOUR 
GOD.  I WILL STRENGTHEN YOU AND HELP YOU; I WILL UPHOLD YOU WITH MY RIGHTEOUS RIGHT HANDS.”

On Friday July 28th, the Neff family arrived home from dinner, 
and to their utter shock, found their brand new home on fire.  
Though the entire family had been at dinner, they tragically 
lost their five pets.  With their entire kitchen destroyed and 
much of the rest of the house damaged by fire, smoke, and 
soot, they reached out to their family, friends, and church 
for help and care in the immediate hours that followed.  
Following the insurance inspection, they were told that they 
will hopefully be back in their home around Christmas.  In 
the immediacy the family will be staying with Charles’s 
family with the hope of moving into the guest house on their 
property by the time school starts.

Between Edmond First UMC, Grace UMC, Oklahoma City 
University, the Oklahoma Annual Conference, and the 
Shakeology communities, there has been an outpouring 
of prayer and support.  Countless people have asked how 
they can help the family either by volunteering or providing  
financial assistance.  Edmond First is currently setting up a 

process to help organize support for the Neff Family, with 
Rev. Trey Witzel acting as the point person.  If you would 
like to be notified for work days at the Neff house or 
other volunteer opportunities, please email him at trey@
fumcedmond.org.  If you would like to provide financial 
assistance, gift cards to Walmart or Target as well as local 
restaurants would be tremendously appreciated.  Edmond 
First is setting aside marked donations to the Neff family 
through our Share the Grace Fund as well.  Another way you 
can help the family is by signing up at https://mealtrain.com/
yl8r0k to bring dinner to the family.  Charles’s mother is having 
surgery this week and meals would be a wonderful help.

If there is any way you would like to help, please email Rev. 
Witzel at trey@fumcedmond.org as he will be organizing and 
funneling all help in a way to best help care for the Neff family.  
Please continue to keep the Neff family in your prayers.

in the last 
year, our bus 

served

Help us reach our goal of $60,000

$27,635
raised!

$32,365
to go!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
5:30 pm  Evangelism Committee Meeting, M Library
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship- 6th -12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3                                                                         
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  Youth Family Night Event, Boulevard Lot

MONDAY, AUGUST 7                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeting, M 316

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

If you have news or events to share in the Messenger, 
contact Jamie Davis at jdavis@fumcedmond.org.

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 30, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 169
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 92
Worship Service – 11:00 am 154
Nursery 8

Total 423

WELCOME TO THE BODY OF CHRIST

Those present on Sunday 
were excited to be a part 
of the Holy Baptism of 
Samantha and Utibe Udoh!  
Congratulations Samantha 
and Utibe. 


