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The Messenger

GOD OF GRACE OR JUDGMENT? 
Lectionary reading for Sunday: Matthew 15:10-28 (NRSV)

When I saw the video of the car plowing through the crowd 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, it immediately brought to mind 
the automobile assault my family experienced in Stillwater 
almost two years ago.  The commonality for these horrific 
incidents seems to be a loathing of life.

Adacia Chambers was suicidal when she drove her car 
through the police barriers and into the crowd during the 
parade in 2015.  Unfortunately, this loathing for life seemed 
to cast its shadow upon her neighbors as well.

Now, the nation has been witness to another driver with 
lethal intent.  The motivation for suspect James Fields, Jr. 
seems to be racial as he has ties to white supremacy and was 
ramming a counter-protest of those protesting the removal 
of the statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee.

Rather than seemingly random, this loathing of life is more 
focused toward neighbors with differing ideals on race 
relations.  The hate toward the other becomes stirred up 
so much inside that you would seek to engage in terrorist 
tactics and throw your own life away to make a statement.

As we see the nation look to race relations once more, we 
find Christians on both sides of the argument.  Many white 
supremacists claim to be Christian.  I know many congregants 
who have wondered how someone can claim to follow Jesus 
and hate other people so vehemently.

I believe it is a matter of how one views God.  Is God primarily 
a God of grace who loves all people?  Wesleyans believe in 
God’s preceding or prevenient grace which reaches out to all 
humankind regardless of skin color or even cultural ideals.  
To embrace this grace is a realization of our own deficiencies 
and allows us to connect with our brothers and sisters around 
the globe.  We see that we are all alike.

But if one has the primary view of God as the God of 
judgment who is measuring each person’s worth by their 
actions, this seems to make one live in a state of fearfulness.  
The realization of human deficiency in this equation doesn’t 
lead to a common dignity but rather a sense of worthlessness 
with regards to people in general.  So instead of responding 
with a generosity toward our fellow humans, we have no 
respect for those we deem as worthless.

When you mix racism which is taught and not innate into 
the mix, you still may hold a faith in God but now you judge 
others with a fierceness that stems from self-judgment and 
ultimately self-loathing.

The lectionary reading for the Gospel this week is timely.  

Jesus deals with race issues 
as Jews and Canaanites 
clash.  Surprisingly, some 
interpretation may seem 
to favor the tribalism so 
associated with white 
supremacy until we read 
it in its context with the 
preceding verses.  As we 
witness all of the anger 
and hatred being spewed 
on the national scene, we 
realize the truth in what 
Jesus says, “it is what 
comes out of the mouth 
that defiles.”

It is important for us 
to worship and remind 
ourselves that we worship a 
God of grace. This ultimately 
shapes our lives into generous 
lives that seek to love all our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.

I leave you with the hymn lyrics from Harry Emerson 
Fosdick’s hymn, “God of Grace and God of Glory.”  As the 
pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, Fosdick was a 
chaplain during World War I and penned the lyrics for this 
hymn during the Great Depression.

Here is the second stanza:
Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.

May God grant us wisdom and courage indeed!

In Christ,
Sam

*Words from the Jefferson Memorial:
“God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation 
be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties 
are the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect 
that God is just, that his justice cannot sleep forever. Commerce 
between master and slave is despotism. Nothing is more certainly 
written in the book of fate than that these people are to be free. 
Establish a law for educating the common people. This it is the 
business of the state and on a general plan.”

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com

I took this picture of the Jefferson 
Memorial during our recent 

vacation. His words* are especially 
important today. 
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FRUIT FOR BACKPACKS PROGRAM - HELP 
NEEDED
FUMC Edmond supplements the Regional Food Bank 
weekend backpack program for the most food insecure 
children attending Sunset and Ovis Risner schools.  We 
need additional volunteers to join our team.  Volun-
teers need only bring fresh fruit to FUMC once every 
9-10 weeks during the school year.    Please consider 
this opportunity & e-mail Don Vaught (Don@fumced-
mond.org) or Lauri Smithee (OKSmithees@yahoo.com) 
to help.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, August 18 | 10 - 11 am | Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and grow-
ing together.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, August 25 | 6 pm | CAC
Join the Senior Connection for a fun evening of music 
as they hear The Mustang Ramblers play!  As always, 
there will be great food and fellowship! 

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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2

SIGN UP FOR STUDY STARTING 
SEPTEMBER 17

This first Disciple Bible study serves 
as the basis for all other studies 
in the Disciple family that follow. 
Over the course of 34 weeks, 
Disciple covers the entire Bible, 
following the biblical story from 
Creation to the New Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays at 
5:30 pm starting September 17.

To join in on this study, sign up on the website or outside 
the East Wing.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Colorfest @ Yukon Church of the Good Shepherd 
August 20  |  2:15-6:30pm
6th-12th grade
$5 
RSVP by August 16th 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
We hope you make plans to join us for the Back 
to School Bash on September 9 from 3-5 pm!  We 
will have free fun and food for the whole family 
with qctivities including a bouncy house, balloon 
artist, face painting and carnival games. Everyone 
is invited to attend! Come play and get to know 
other families in our church and preschool. Ques-
tions? Contact Megan Borum, Director of Children 
and Family Ministries at megan@fumcedmond.
org.
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LATE NIGHT SERVICE LAUNCHES AUGUST 27TH
It is a season of growth at Edmond First!  Soon we will be having four 
services on Sunday mornings.  Yet Joshua 1:8 says that we should 
meditate on it day and night, so in honor of such hopes, we will be 
launching August 27th The Late Night Service, a 7pm contemporary 
worship service! The Late Night Service will be led liturgically by Rev. 
Trey Witzel and UCO Wesley Campus Minister Matt Borum.  Our Late 
Night Band will be led by our own Maya Cook, and the band will be 
providing music for both Worship on Hurd and The Late Night Service.  
The Late Night Service will be geared towards college students and 
young adults, but we won’t ask for I.D. at the door!  Psalm 34:1 says, 
“I will praise the Lord at all times,” and we are excited to see the way 
the Holy Spirit will continue to work through our congegration.

SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRIES REACHES MANY FROM YOUR GENEROSITY
Throughout the year, you will find that Edmond FUMC 
has many opportunities to provide food, clothing or other 
donations to benefit Skyline Urban Ministry.  Below is a list 
of ways that your generosity has benefitted Skyline and the 
many people they served last year:

• 1,266,563 pounds of groceries distributed: Every pound 
of groceries is equivalent to about 4 meals. Your gifts to 
Skyline provided 5,066,252 meals feeding 1,688,750 people 
for a day.

• 8,975 unique households served in the FRC: a 
misconception is that each household shops every month 
(patrons are invited to shop once every 30 days). In 2016, 
only 29 households (less than 1%) shopped 12 times—and 
those were all households headed by senior citizens.

• 78 percent of households shopped less than 3 times: Skyline 
is a “gap” ministry. Our patrons work at minimum wage jobs 
and when difficulty strikes, they can’t make ends meet. 

• 63 percent increase in households served: As our 
communities have faced economic crises, the needs has 
increased dramatically.

• 67,773 pounds of clothing distributed: While it might be 
outdated to you, your used clothing is a treasure!

• 2752 eyeballs examined: over 2 dozen eye-care 
professionals give their time every week so that those living 
in the shadows can see the light. There were 1262 persons 
seeing more clearly through new glasses!

• 464 health screenings—a high percentage of the 
population living below the poverty line suffers from 
diabetes and hypertension—early screening is a first step, 
introducing exercise and nutritional changes is next and 
both are part of Skyline’s new Wellness Program.

• 1256 shoes filled for school: the Clothes 4 Kids program, 
through your giving, helps school children dress for success 
as they begin a new school year.

• 2175 visits from Santa: Your gifts enabled Christmas Grace 
and the Christmas Store to bring Christmas morning smiles 
to over 2000 children—and their grateful parents.

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR
Want to learn more about First United Methodist 
Church?  Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on 
August 27 following the 11 am service.  Lunch is 
FREE and childcare is provided! 

To RSVP, email info@fumcedmond.org with the 
number attending and if childcare will be needed 
by August 23.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B 
6:00 pm  Youth Week Event- Mini Olympics, Big Field
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17                                                                         
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 114B

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Missions Committee
3:00 pm  UMW Leadership Meeting, M 314 M
4:00 pm  Instrumental Ensemble, Sanctuary
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, AUGUST 21                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care,  118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  Friendship Circle, M 118B 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 13, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 193
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 117
Worship Service – 11:00 am 210
Nursery 12

Total 532
Sunday School 277

Wheel you help us replace our tired bus?

help us raise $60,000 by September 15   |   Designate your offering or give online

With a new bus
our ministries could expand including:

Wednesday bus ministry    
Family Mission Trips
Sunday Morning Transportation     
Children Ministry Day trips

250
families in total

in the last year, 
our bus served

Help us reach our goal of $60,000

$51,715
raised!

$8,285
to go!


