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The Messenger

JESUS CHRIST, PRINCE 
OF DIVISION?? 
Lectionary Scripture: Luke 12:49-
56 (NRSV)

What was your family 
like growing up?  Did 
you experience an easy 
childhood where everyone 
got along with one 
another?  Or was it more 
difficult?  Was there a lot of 
conflict and chaos?

Likely it was somewhere in 
the middle.

Family systems operate on cycles.  They achieve a type of balance 
(theorists call this homeostasis) that may or may not be healthy.  
Sometimes there are larger family gatherings that upset the 
applecart.  Old systems that have been escaped through family 
members moving out or moving away sometimes rear their 
ugly heads and you have heated arguments arise.

I’ve heard people tell me as a pastor, “I’m never going back 
to Thanksgiving dinner as long as it’s at so-and-so’s house.”  
I’ve also heard of people cutting off their relatives from 
communication because their relationship is unhealthy or 
emotionally abusive.  Yet at the same time we mourn the 
loss of contact with people with whom we’ve grown up.  We 
may even feel somewhat guilty about making a specific stand 
with relatives even if we believe it is for the best.

I grew up in a home that included a family business when I 
was a teenager.  All of us worked the business - both parents, 
my older siblings and me.  Money was tight and the stress of 
making ends meet was always present.  Harsh words were 
often spoken between my father and brother on a cyclical 
basis.  I often felt the need to play peacemaker between 
them.  The words said in anger did not help relieve the stress 
all of us felt.  Eventually, they would make up and we would 
continue to work together.  This lasted for years until my 
parents retired.

When I received my psychological evaluation as a part of my 
preparation for ministry (all candidates go through this!), I 
was labeled as a peacemaker as a large part of my identity.

So when I read today’s text, I am at a loss.  It doesn’t sound 
like what Jesus would say!  We more readily identify Jesus 

as the Prince of Peace rather 
than a cause of division.  
When we identify Jesus 
with service and love, our 
reading for Sunday seems 
to run contrary to those 
characteristics.

Before preaching my last 
sermon, I mentioned that 
our scripture was a part of 
the genre of eschatology or 
end times theology.  We see 
that continue in this reading.  
Luke in particular relayed the 
words and deeds of Jesus in 

an orderly fashion to share specific theological points.  Luke 
wrote these things in the aftermath of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Rome which directly affected the leadership 
within the early church.

In a way, I believe that Luke is trying to normalize the stress 
and conditions that the early church would have been under.  
The violence and upheaval that they experienced were seen 
in the light of the Gospel as something to be expected.

This may actually be comforting when we are going through 
difficulty.  If we experience family conflict and then find out 
that most families go through this, it can actually help relieve 
the stress we are under.

We do know that our relationship with Jesus when taken 
seriously changes our lives.  We also know that changes are 
disrupting to the balance and patterns we already regularly 
experience.  So in a very legitimate way, Jesus does cause 
division for those who would like for us to remain unchanged!

This Sunday, we will explore this passage further in worship.  
As I read it again, my first instinct was to say “let’s choose an 
easier passage to work with!”  But I find that the greater fruit 
may lie with tackling the tougher scriptures.  Luke included 
these for our benefit after all!  I hope you’ll join us as we 
discover what that may be!

In Christ,
Sam
Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by 
Thomas Halfmann via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons 
license.

Who is the witness to how we disagree?
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NEW HANDBELL CHOIR COMING SEPTEMBER 
OF 2019!  
Have you ever wished to be a part of handbells at First 
UMC?  Have you ever seen the bells play and think 
it would be fun to do that?  Perhaps what has held 
you back is that you may not have music experience 
or may think you wouldn’t catch on to how to play 
them.  This fall, beginning on Wednesday September 4 
and running with the Wednesday night programming 
schedule, there will be a new handbell choir forming!  
This group requires no musical experience whatsoever, 
no handbell experience whatsoever, as we will start at 
the very beginning!  The bell choir will rehearse from 
5:00 to 5:30, immediately before dinner so then you can 
enjoy the rest of your Wednesday evening activities!  
Please let Tim Navis know if you are interested, tim@
fumcedmond.org or 405-423-3383. Please consider 
joining us!

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, August 16 | 10 am  |  Foyer 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

PROJECT 66  AUCTION RESULTS
The auction held Saturday for Project 66 to purchase 
food and school supplies for needy Edmonites was 
extremely successful. It brought in about $3,400. This 
is thanks to anyone who played a part. Maybe next 
year we can do even better.
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ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
Thanks to all who came to help with the all-church work 
day!  More than thirty people came to help fix, beautify and 
clean the buildings and campus.  

SAVE THE DATE- ALL CHURCH RETREAT
As summer is coming to an end, the talk of camp still 
reverberates throughout the church.  Talk of friendships 
made and faith deepened.  Camping ministries is a huge part 
of our faith formation for our church—I have a colleague 
who likes to say that it is easier to grow closer with God in 
the five days at camp than any other time.  The removal 
of distractions, the dedication to spiritual disciplines, the 
simple yet profound impact of just having fun, it’s what 
makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold 
an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 16-17th.  
We will all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning and 
depart following our own worship service Sunday morning.  

We have a lot of lodge options ranging from the beautiful 
Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, or, for our more 
adventurous folk, tent camping!  The break down of costs 
per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) – $35 per person
Bunk in Cabin – $60 per person (ages 1-7 $50)
Single in Hardt Lodge – $90
Double in Hardt Lodge – $70 per person
Triple in Hardt Lodge – $65 per person
Quad in Hardt Lodge – $62 per person

All of our meals will be included in the cost.  I pray that you 
would consider coming to the all-church retreat.  To reserve 
your spot NOW, email Trey at trey@fumcedmond.org.

LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 4—SIGN UP NOW!  
Disciple Fast Track 1 provides comprehensive engagement 
with the entire biblical text. We meet for 24 weeks, devoting 
12 weeks each to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible 
to read each day. This class will be led by Rev. Trey Witzel 
and Madison Waller on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm.

Disciple Fast Track 3 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, 
studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed 
to Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, 
with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. This study 
examines the connection between memory and identity 
as the people of God by looking at the Prophets and Paul. 
This class will be led by Rev. Don Vaught and David Lee on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:15 pm.

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer or 
on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions about 
one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don Vaught 
at don@fumcedmond.org.
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE- EXTENDED TO 
AUGUST 20TH
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all 
three Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a 
ministry of volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 
years ago. The group has grown over the years from 6 
to 60 current volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides 
support to the students and staff with regularly 
planned activities and addresses specific needs as 
they arise.
 
This is the third year for our church wide ministry to 
Boulevard Academy to include a School Supply Drive 
to aid the students and staff.  This was in response to 
learning that very few of the Boulevard families are 
able to provide basic school supplies.   
 
Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.  
Collection will begin Sunday, August 4th and continue 
thru Wednesday, August 14th.  School begins August 
16th.  If you are interested in joining the Boulevard 
Buddies efforts on a regular basis or would like more 
information about this ministry, please contact Ellen 
Lyons by email, lyonsden5@cox.net, or  405-820-7729.
 
**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will 
shop for you!  Checks may be made out to “First 
UMC, Edmond” include “Boulevard School Supplies”.
 
Boulevard Academy School Supplies Project
Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)

GLORY GIRLS VISIT EPWORTH VILLA
Our southern gospel singing quartet, a.k.a. the “Glory Girls,” 
visited Epworth Villa to sing God’s praises with the residents their 
on Sunday August 11.  The residents loved hearing them and a 
great time of worship was had by all!

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday,  August 23, 2019 |  6:00 pm  |   CAC. 
Join us for the August Senior Connection! Entertainment is Paul 
Purifoy, a highly recommended piano player and singer. Dinner 
will be hot dogs, baked beans, and all the trimmings and, of 
course, desserts.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  14                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16                                                                      
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M Foyer

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Trustees, M 116B
1:30 pm  Church & Society, M 114B
4:00 pm  Worship Committee
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, AUGUST 19                                                                        
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20                                                                        
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  21                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (August 11, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 187
Worship Service – 9:45 am 45
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 88
Worship Service – 11:00 am 202
Nursery 8

Total 530
Sunday School 237
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Beth Peck joined the 
church on Sunday 
through transfer of 
membership from 
Southern Hills Christian 
Church.


