
I’M REALLY TRYING TO SEE BETTER
Lectionary Reading: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13 
(NRSV)

     Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
     that saved a wretch like me 
     I once was lost but now am found 
     was blind but now I see

John Newton penned these famous lyrics in the 
18th century.  He eventually was ordained as a 
minister in the Church of England at the age of 
39 which was no spring chicken in the 1700’s.  
Before he was converted, he worked on a slave 
ship.  After his conversion he fought to abolish 
slavery.

The last line, “was blind but now I see” refers to his 
enlightenment in Christ.  We are often blind to the plight 
of our neighbor until grace sets us free to see it.

Jesus heals the blind many times in the gospels.  One of 
my favorites comes from the 8th chapter of Mark:

They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a 
blind man to him and begged him to touch him. He 
took the blind man by the hand and led him out of 
the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes 
and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you 
see anything?”  And the man looked up and said, “I 
can see people, but they look like trees, walking.”  
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he 
looked intently and his sight was restored, and he 
saw everything clearly. 

Mark 8:22-25 (NRSV)

The man starts to see but needs more exposure to Jesus 
to really see clearly.  The saliva is an earthy quality of 
healing that connects him to Jesus in an intimate way.  
Interestingly, this passage directly precedes Peter’s 
declaration of Jesus as the Messiah.  Peter starts to 

understand what that means but then immediately gets 
it wrong when he corrects Jesus about the need to suffer 
and die.  He will need more exposure to Jesus (possibly 
the resurrection) before he can truly understand.

We don’t always get it.  Sometimes we have to be shown.  
In today’s passage, David needs the prophet Nathan to 
tell him a story to ignite his compassion.  When Nathan 
deftly draws the comparison to David, the veil is lifted.  He 
then understands his own actions clearly.

We are not so different.  Many times, we may need a story 
to draw us in.  A testimony of someone’s need may fuel 
our own sense of compassion and cause us to respond.  I 
am trying to see my neighbor more clearly - maybe more 
like Jesus sees them.  Sometimes they still look like trees 
walking but I’m starting to see with more focus.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Yuval Y via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.
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Sometimes we need a little aid to help us see better!
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Thursday, August 2  |  6 pm  |  Interurban Restaurant
Random Acts of Kindness Ladies will meet on Thurs-
day, August 2, 2018 at 6 pm at Interurban Restaurant 
located at 1301 E Danforth in Edmond.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PROJECT 66 BACK 
TO SCHOOL EVENT
Saturday, August 4  |  8 am - 10 am 
Volunteers are needed to pass out school supplies at 
the Project 66 Back to School Event on August 4. Call 
405.341.1353 or e-mail project66foodpantry@gmail.
com to volunteer.

SENIOR CONNECTION NEEDS HELP!
Do you have any experience cooking large dinners?  Or 
do you know anyone that does?  Senior Connection is 
looking for someone to be our main cook and there 
would be plenty of helpers to help. Just need someone 
with experience to oversee the cooking Please call 
Carol Crisp at 341-4014 if interested. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU
Thank you to our Edmond church family for your 
love, prayers, kindness, thoughts, cards and support 
during our difficult time with Joan Hardin’s passing.  A 
special thank you to Rev. Don Vaught for a beautiful 
and meaningful service and to Shelby, Ken and Bonnie 
et al for the lovely refreshments.  We love you all so 
much.  Sammy and Karen Dowds

SAVVY CAREGIVER SERIES SEMINAR
Aug. 10, 17, 24 & 31 | 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Mercy Hospital of Logan County, 200 Academy Rd, 
Guthrie, presented by Alzheimer Assoc.’s Educator, 
Carla Scull.  Free seminar includes how dementia 
affects thinking skills, effective ways to respond to 
changes in behavior, strategies to manage activities 
of daily living, and much more. Reservation should be 
made to 405-609-8939 or tmilburn@sunbeamfamily-
services.org.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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Youth Week 2018 is a week away. All 6th-12th grade 
youth are invited to a week full of fun events, mission, 
and devotion. We will stay on site for most and venture 
off site occasionally. It is a great way for our new 6th 
graders to continue to get to know the rest of the 
youth group, build lasting memories, give back to the 
community, and just have plain old fun to end the 
summer! So, bring a friend or five and join us next 
Tuesday-Friday! 

LONG-TERM BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 12—SIGN UP NOW!  
Disciple 1- DISCIPLE: BECOMING DISCIPLES 
THROUGH BIBLE STUDY, 34 week overview 
of the entire Bible, emphasizing the 
wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of 
God. 3 1/2 hours of independent study 
each week (30 minutes daily) in preparation 
for weekly group meetings. Attendance at 
weekly 2.5 hour meetings.

Disciple Fast Track provides comprehensive 
engagement with the entire biblical text. We 
meet for 24 weeks, devoting 12 weeks each 
to the Old Testament & New Testament. 
Read 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in 
preparation for the weekly meetings, which 
last 1.5 hours.

Christian Believer, KNOWING GOD WITH HEART AND 
MIND
Focus is on classical teachings of the 
Christian faith—presenting, explaining and 
interpreting them in a way that participants 
can understand, through the use of words, 
symbols and hymns.  Over 30 weeks, we 
examine the writings of ancient and modern 
Christian commentators and view video 
presentations by leading Bible scholars.  
(Must have completed one previous Disciple class to take 
Christian Believer.)

Sign-ups are located at the welcome desk in the foyer 
or on the website at www.fumcedmond.org. Questions 
about one of these studies?  Contact Associate Pastor Don 
Vaught at don@fumcedmond.org.

UCO WESLEY OPEN HOUSE - AUGUST 12
The UCO Wesley Campus Ministry will host an Open House 
on Sunday, August 12 from 11:30 am to 2 pm.  It’s your 
chance to see the house, pray over the ministry for the year 
to come and meet the new director and interns.  If you’re 
an alumni, we’d love to hear your stories and memories!



BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROJECT
Student Supply List:

1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 11  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, 
and a fantastic speaker, Michaela Drain. 

Michaela, the new UCO Wesley Director, will discuss college ministry and how the UMM can help. Her 
speech will include information on learning from the past, living for today, and looking for tomorrow.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     
(andrew@fumcedmond.org)

ADULT CHOIR RETURNING THIS SUNDAY
The Adult Choir will return to the loft this Sunday at the 
8:30 & 11:00 services.  Of course, we’re always looking for 
more singers and you are most certainly welcome!  While 
some may see the choir singing every week and conclude 
that they either aren’t of that skill level or can’t devote that 
much time, I’d like to dispel both of those myths.  Some 
of our current members have been singing for decades, 
while others have picked it up just in the last year or two.  
In terms of commitment, some folks make it to every 
rehearsal and every worship service, while others attend 
when they can in the midst of juggling work, vacation and 
family commitments.  Since we’re starting a fresh season, 
now would be a great time to try us out.  Simply come to 
a Wednesday rehearsal at 7:15 in the choir room, or drop 
me a note (andrew@fumcedmond.org) if you have any 
other questions.

4th ANNUAL ALL—CHURCH TALENT SHOW
I hope you’re planning on attending our fourth annual all-
congregational concert and talent show on August 19 at 
3:00 in Wesley Hall!  An old-fashioned ice cream social will 
follow in the gym.
Since this event will take place outside of worship, pretty 
much everything is on the table—from songs (sacred or 
secular), to juggling or magic.  We’ll be limited only by 
your imagination (and our space)!  My roster is a bit sparse 
at the moment—don’t make me hunt you down!  If you’re 
interested in participating, please contact me (andrew@
fumcedmond.org) or call me at the church office.

SHARE YOUR ICE CREAM!
I bet some of you were reading the paragraph above and 
thought you didn’t have a talent to offer.  However, if your 
talent is making great homemade ice cream, you’ll have 
something to contribute after all!  If you’re interested in 
making some to share, or picking up some from the store, 
please let me know.  Thanks!  

JULY INTROITS
Finally, thank you all for indulging me with those multi-
cultural, call & response Introits.  It was a joy to stand at 
the lectern and see many of you slowly but confidently 
learning those fun songs.  Though the choir will be back, 
we may revisit some of those from time to time.

BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all three 
Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a ministry of 
volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 years ago. The 
group has grown over the years from 6 to 68 current 
volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides support to the 
students and staff with regularly planned activities and 
addresses specific needs as they arise.

Our church-wide ministry to Boulevard Academy expanded 
last year by having a School Supply Drive to aid the students 
and staff.  This was in response to learning that very few 
of the Boulevard families are able to provide basic school 
supplies. Following last year’s drive, it was decided to make 
this a permanent addition to our outreach ministry.   

Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.   New 
enrollments are accepted every six weeks at Boulevard 
Academy.  Extra supplies will be reserved to meet the 
needs of new students throughout the school year. 
Collection will begin Sunday, August 5th and continue 
through Sunday, August 12th.   

If you are interested in joining the Boulevard Buddies 
efforts on a regular basis, would like more information 
about this ministry,  or have any questions contact Ellen 
Lyons at lyonsden5@cox.net, or 405-820-7729.

**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will shop 
for you!!!  Checks may be made out to “FUMC, Edmond”.  
Please include a note on the check “Boulevard School 
Supplies”.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2                                                                          
6:00 am  UMW- Random Acts of Kindness

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5                                                                              
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Worship on Hurd Lunch, CAC Gym
1:00 pm  SPRC, M 316
5:oo pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, AUGUST 6                                                                              
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
YOUTH WEEK
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7                                                                         
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
YOUTH WEEK 
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316
6:30 pm  Preschool Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8                                                                      
MISSION TRIP TO HOUSTON
YOUTH WEEK 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 29, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 154
Worship Service – 9:45 am 55
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 81
Worship Service – 11:00 am 143

Total 433
Sunday School 221

September  8   |   3-5  pm

Save the Date


