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The Messenger

ONE STEP FORWARD...
Lectionary Reading for Sunday: Romans 7:15-
25 (NRSV)

A lot of television sitcoms revolve around 
miscommunication.  Marital conflict seems 
to be a staple of humor to which most people 
can relate.  Even single people had parents 
that argued now and then.

As I was typing pre-marital counseling in 
preparation for this blog, I mis-keyed “pre-
martial” instead of “pre-marital.”  For some 
marriages, “pre-martial” might be a better 
fit!  Although we prescribe several sessions 
of pre-marital counseling before the wedding 
ceremony, it has been mentioned that it 
might be even more helpful to require a 
check-in after a year.

After living together for a year, most couples 
begin to discover their irritabilities.  Usually there has been a 
fight that has resulted in hurt feelings on both sides.  No one 
ever plans on repeating this if they can help it!  However, we 
do end up fighting again even though this is not our preferred 
way of sharing life together.

And while conflict is inevitable between two people in close 
quarters, how one handles that conflict is entirely manageable.  
I try to lay out ground rules for couples such as keeping their 
discussion centered around the issue at hand.  Most of us live 
by the rule that “the best defense is a good offense.”  This may 
work in sports but in a marriage, this is highly unproductive.

If a couple can agree to this rule and keep it, they will find their 
conflict easier to resolve.

In today’s reading, the apostle Paul speaks of doing other than 
what he truly desires to do.  We have all been in situations 
where we should have kept our tongues but we let them 
loose.  How do we retain control of ourselves if our behavior is 
destructive?

Why do we do that which we know will harm us?

If Paul continues to have difficulties in Christ with his own 
behavior, what hope do we have?

Paul ends this reading with thanks to Jesus Christ even as he 
remains mixed in his allegiances.  It seems that our hope lies in 
the forgiveness we receive but it also may lie in the strength we 
can have in Christ to change.  It likely won’t come in an instant 
but will take discipline.

And maybe this is why we have difficulty making substantial 
changes in our lives!  It is easier to revert back to what we know.

At the very least, we can look back and laugh at ourselves as 
we move forward in this life of faith!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.
com/

Photo by Mark and Allegra Jaroski-B. via Flickr.com.  Used 
under the Creative Commons license.

For some couples, this is the appropriate
designation.  But we can learn how to defuse ourselves.
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SERMONS NOW ON PODCAST
You can now listen to the weekly sermons via podcast!  
Just visit, https://www.fumcedmond.org/video/ to hear 
the sermon or watch the recorded live stream.

SAVE THE DATE
Summer Adopt-A-Street will be Saturday, July 29 from 
7-9 am.  Check the Messenger for more details in the 
coming weeks.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, July 6, 
2017 at 6 pm at Johnnies Charcoal Broiler located at 33 
East 33rd Street, Edmond.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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Thank you for all the prayers while we were at Camp 
Spark. It was a great week that was filled with great 
friends, amazing worship, and thought filled small groups. 

CALLING ALL MOMS
Imagine…a place that meets you right where you’re at 
as a mom, a woman, and a friend.

Beginning September 11 or 12 of 2017 you are invited 
to join our brand new Mom’s group.  We will strive 
to build a community of moms who learn, grow, and 
serve together. Members meet together in a larger 
group setting, but are connected with a small group of 
moms with whom they share a table at each meeting 
throughout the year. The calendar follows the school 
calendar year, beginning in September and concluding 
in May. The schedule is set to align as much as possible 
with area school and holiday schedules. Meetings run 
about two hours in length and each group meets once 
a month to enjoy food and fellowship, speakers, and 
group discussion. All groups also participate in mission 
projects supported by First United Methodist Church 
and occasional social events outside of the meeting 
schedule.

Imagine…Learning how to be better equipped as a 
parent through speakers and discussion.  Growing 
through a supportive network of moms who “get” 
it — from newborns to teens. Serving not only your 
family, but also your community through outreach 
opportunities.

Childcare is available!  Only $30 to join for the year.  
Sign up now, as space is limited!  Two groups are 
available- Monday evenings at 6:30 pm or Tuesday 
mornings at 9:15 am.

JEM Camp Campers
Pictured left to right: Caden Grinsteiner, Elizabeth Sughrue, 
Augie Friend, David Powers, Carter North, Sam Powers, 
Drake Schick.

Camp Spark Campers
We had a great turnout for Camp Spark at Canyon Camp!

BREAKFAST ON BOULEVARD
Since 1993 BOB has provided free breakfasts and sack 
lunches five days a week, nearly 30,000 meals so far 
this year. First Christian Church started the ministry 
and provides the site, while people of all denomina-
tions serve as cooks and sandwich makers. Hours are 
from approximately 5:30am-7:30am once or twice a 
month. If you can serve in this vital ministry call Judy 
Griffis, 348-1443, or Joe Leonard, 341-5895.
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, July 8  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker. 

MICHAEL PORTER is a lifelong resident of Oklahoma City and 
surrounding suburbs. Michael earned his Bachelor of Science 
in Geography from Oklahoma State University in 1977. After 
graduating, he went to work in the Bridge Division for the 
Oklahoma Department of Transportation. He then went to 
work for the Central Oklahoma Transportation and Parking 
Authority in the mass transit division known then as MassTrans 
(now Metro) for ten years. While employed there he attended 
Oklahoma City University Law School where he earned his Juris 
Doctor in 1983. After a brief stint at Will Rogers International 
Airport as Director of Ground Transportation, he began his 
fifteen year career as a prosecutor in the Municipal Court of 
Record for the City of Oklahoma City. Ultimately he became 
the head of the Prosecution Division. 

Seeking a different challenge he began his current employment with the Corporation Commission in 2016 as a 
Senior Oil and Gas Administrative Law Judge in the Western Regional Service Office in Oklahoma City. Michael 
conducts hearings in the areas of oil and gas conservation, petroleum storage tank regulatory enforcement, 
pollution abatement/environmental remediation. He is also involved in matters regarding railroad crossings, 
taxis, wreckers, and trucking regulations.

In addition, he retired as a Senior Chief Petty Officer of the United States Navy Reserve after 25 years of service. 
He is a veteran of Desert Shield and Desert Storm in the first Gulf War. His duties took him to the Middle East, 
Europe and various coastal locations in the continental United States during his career.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

At Boston Avenue United Methodist Church in Tulsa, they hold a popular “July Revival” every year. Every Sun-
day during the month, their services are filled with music almost exclusively taken from the Cokesbury Hymnal. 
For those who may be unfamiliar with the Cokesbury, it’s a hymnal that was used in many United Methodist 
Churches (including ours) from around 1938 until 1964. It contains almost exclusively 19th century hymns of 
the faith, such as “In the Garden”, “Bringing in the Sheaves”, and “When They Ring the Golden Bells”.

Our current hymnals are very diverse, and draw upon hundreds of years of United Methodist hymns in addition 
to the great hymns of other denominations. Yet, while we won’t take the idea of a July Revival as far as Boston 
Avenue does, it’s important that we occasionally visit this beloved part of our past. To that end, Abby Boatman 
and I will be presenting some beautiful renditions of these Cokesbury hymns this Sunday at the 8:30 & 11:00 
services. If you grew up singing out of the Cokesbury, you’ll no doubt appreciate the memories they will trigger, 
and if you didn’t grow up with the hymnal, you’ll want to come and hear some new favorites!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, July 5                                                                       
All Day  CYME Camp
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 

Thursday, July 6                                                                         
All Day  CYME Camp

Friday, July 7                                                                         
All Day  CYME Camp
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC

Saturday, July 8                                                                         
All Day  Exodus House Workday
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

Sunday, July 9                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Youth 6th - 8th, M 3rd Floor

Monday, July 10                                                                               
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, July 11                                                                           
9:00 am  Summer Camp
9:00 am  Archives Committee
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Bolleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, July 12                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE July 2, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 164
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 76
Worship Service – 11:00 am 156

Total 396

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Darlene and Larry McClure 
joined Edmond FUMC on 
Sunday.  


