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The Messenger

WORDS FROM THE 
OPEN TABLE
Our minister of music will 
be finishing his seminary 
education this summer.  
He has been working 
online at Duke Divinity 
School – you may not 
have realized that Duke 
was a United Methodist 
institution!  Tim’s goal 
is to seek ordination 
as a Deacon within our 
denomination which is 
the same order in which 
Rev. Don Vaught is a part.  
Other deacons related to 
our congregation include Kathy Coit, Beverly Powell 
and Marilyn Williams.  A Deacon’s work is to connect 
the church to the world – usually in a specialized sense.  
Tim’s is through the ministry of music.  Deacons do not 
itinerate like Elders do and while they are appointed by 
the bishop to a local setting like a church or a hospital, 
they seek to find their own employment.

A part of Tim’s review process as he seeks to be 
ordained is to preach, record and present a sermon 
to the Board of Ordained Ministry for the Oklahoma 
Conference.  This Sunday, Tim will be preaching on the 
text of 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.  This passage was one 
of several assigned to him as a possibility to interpret 
by the Board of Ordained Ministry.  It deals with the 
sacrament of Holy Communion and the title of Tim’s 
sermon is “Am I Worthy?”

The sacrament of Holy Communion is not entirely 
understood.  Our United Methodist document about 
this sacrament is entitled, “This Holy Mystery” so that 
tells us that it is not so black and white.  While many 
churches don’t allow you to receive the Lord’s Supper 
unless you are a member of that church, we celebrate 
the open table which allows anyone to partake.  One of 

the criticisms of this action by other denominations is 
that if someone receives it in an unworthy manner (as 
mentioned in the Corinthian passage for Sunday), they 
may unintentionally bring judgment upon themselves.  
This doesn’t sound like something we would want to 
risk, does it?

However, Paul’s message to the church at Corinth is 
pretty specific on their violations.  It is doubtful that we 
would get drunk (especially since we use grape juice 
which they didn’t have available) or allow others to go 
hungry (our meal is more ritualistic than theirs).  Our 
own sense of whether we deserve to receive or not may 
be more to the point of our concern.  What does it mean 
to be given the meal regardless of our worthiness?  

I hope you’ll join us for worship on Sunday morning.  
We’ll also be online if you can’t be there in person!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by jenni_
froedrick via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.
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NEW VETERANS GROUP FORMING
Calling all Veterans! We are starting a Veterans 
group at Edmond First, and are looking for you!  The 
group will talk about current Veteran’s benefits, and 
other issues.  To learn more email Larry McClure at 
larry.mcclure42@yahoo.com or Don Baker at don@
grumpypawpaw.com.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Join us for the August Random Acts of Kindness 
Meeting on Thursday, August 1, 2019 at 6 pm at 
Johnnies’s Charcoal Broiler located at 33 E. 33rd Street 
in Edmond. Any questions call Marie 249-1107.

ALL CHURCH RETREAT
Save the date for November 16 and 17!  We will be 
hosting another All Church Retreat at Canyon Camp.  
More details to come.
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SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY GALA
Join Skyline for An Evening with Ron Hall: Workin’ Our 
Way Home at The National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum on Friday, August 9. Skyline is delighted for Ron 
Hall to be our speaker at this event. Ron is a screenwriter 
and producer of the movie version of his first book, Same 
Kind of Different as Me. 

Pre-event, VIP “Meet the Author” and book signing begins 
at 5:30. Registration and cash bar open at 6:30 pm. Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 pm. with program beginning at 7:45.

The proceeds from this evening will go toward providing 
clothing, food and eye care to those who live in the shadows 
of Oklahoma City’s skyline. Our goal for this event is to raise 
$100,000, 50% of all proceeds above that amount will be 
dedicated for Outreach to the Homeless.

You can learn more about Skyline and the services they 
provide by visiting www.skylineurbanministry.org.

To purchase tickets, contact Karen Hudgens at 918-906-
4977, or Joe Leonard at 341-5895, or visit the Skyline 
website.  Tickets are only available until August 7. 

ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
August 10  |  8 am 
Join us for an all church work day and breakfast on Saturday, 
August 10 at 8 am.  There will be painting, cleaning, fixing 
and building jobs.  Everyone will be able to find a job they 
can do, so come with your work clothes on and be ready for 
a fun morning!

YOUTH WEEK 2019 IS NEXT WEEK!
Join us at Youth Week 2019 August 4th-7th!  Summer may 
be ending, but the fun at youth group never stops!  
The Youth Week 2019 schedule is:

Sunday August 4th – Bowling at 89er Lane in Guthrie
Meet at Church @ 530pm, Pick Up @ 8:30pm  |  Cost: $20

Monday August 5th – Downtown OKC Day
Meet at Church @ 9am, Pick Up @ 5pm  |  Cost: $20

Tuesday August 6th – Late Nite Games at Church
630pm-9pm  |  Cost: Free!

Wednesday August 7th – Mission Day at Guthrie FUMC
Meet at Church @ 9am, Pick up @ 3pm  |  Cost: $5
 
If you’re child is planning on attending, please let Trey 
know at trey@fumcedmond.org



The Messenger                           July 31, 2019

3

MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: PROJECT 66 FOOD 
AND RESOURCE CENTER AND AUCTION FUNDRAISER
Project 66 Food and Resource Center is a nonprofit, faith-based 
ministry providing food to families in need. Their mission is to 
satisfiy their neighbors’ physical hunger and feed their spiritual 
hunger through kindness, prayer and the love of Jesus. 

Each month, the Project 66 serves approximately 500 families in the 
Edmond area. The client-choice pantry mimics a grocery store where 
they can select from shelf stable foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, 
meat, dairy products and breads. Food is sourced through a 
partnership with the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, local grocery 
store donations, local food drives and individual donations.  In 2018, 
5,844 families and 17,944 individuals were served!

It takes many volunteers to make Project 66 run.  On average, 
18 volunteers serve during each of their four service times each 
week. If you are interested in volunteering, you can contact 
Project 66 directly or contact FUMC’s Project 66 volunteer, Jim 
Brungardt at jfbrun1@cox.net.

As part of Edmond FUMC’s partnership with Project 66, we will 
be hosting a Project 66 Benefit Auction on Saturday, August 3 at 
10 am.  The event will feature an auction of used goods as well 
as a silent auction of baked goods and pies. The money raised 
from the event will go to back to school packs and Thanksgiving 
meals at Project 66.  

You can help make the Benefit Auction a success by either 
donating items (no clothing please) for the auction, or baking 
goods for the silent auction.  If you are interested in donating, 
contact Jim at jfbrun1@cox.net.  

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all 
three Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a 
ministry of volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 
years ago. The group has grown over the years from 6 
to 60 current volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides 
support to the students and staff with regularly 
planned activities and addresses specific needs as 
they arise.
 
This is the third year for our church wide ministry to 
Boulevard Academy to include a School Supply Drive 
to aid the students and staff.  This was in response to 
learning that very few of the Boulevard families are 
able to provide basic school supplies.   
 
Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.  
Collection will begin Sunday, August 4th and continue 
thru Wednesday, August 14th.  School begins August 
16th.  If you are interested in joining the Boulevard 
Buddies efforts on a regular basis or would like more 
information about this ministry, please contact Ellen 
Lyons by email, lyonsden5@cox.net, or  405-820-
7729.
 
**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will 
shop for you!  Checks may be made out to “First 
UMC, Edmond” include “Boulevard School Supplies”.
 
Boulevard Academy School Supplies Project
Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Jim & Marilyn Marusa 
joined in Sunday by 
profession of faith.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 31                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1                                                                      
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3                                                        _                 
10:00 am Project 66 Benefit Auction

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with Clergy, Reception Room
12:15 pm Children’s Ministry, CAC 107
1:30 pm  SPRC, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, AUGUST 5                                                                        
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 111B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6                                                                        
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  7                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 28, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 152
Worship Service – 9:45 am 44
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 76
Worship Service – 11:00 am 131
Nursery 4

Total 407
Sunday School 220
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BACKPACK BLESSING
Start the school year off with a Backpack Blessing in one of our 
services on August 11! After our 11 am service, we will have a 
Mobile Day Camp preview from noon to 3 pm featuring some 
of the great games they have: archery, a water slide, obstacle 
course, bubble soccer and more!  Hot dogs and drinks will be 
for sale so you won’t be hungry.  The event is free and open 
to the public, so invite a friend or two to bring with you!


