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The Messenger

SNAKES AND SCORPIONS
Lectionary Reading: Luke 10:1-
11; 16-20 (NRSV)

Ever been to a snake handling?  
They were more prevalent 
in the 20th century in some 
holiness churches where 
some of the church members 
would prove their faith in 
God’s protection by handling 
venomous snakes.

While this may seem 
ludicrous, those with a more 
literal interpretation may 
have looked at this Sunday’s 
reading for justification.

Luke speaks in verse 19 of Jesus giving his disciples the 
“authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you.”

Likewise, Mark’s Gospel states something similar in 16:18 
when Jesus refers to future disciples being able to “pick up 
snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
will not hurt them.”

Snakes often represent evil in the Bible starting with Adam 
and Eve in Genesis.  While God’s people were on the move to 
the Promised Land, their own complaining caused venomous 
serpents to attack them in the desert as recorded in Numbers 
21:4-9.  John’s Gospel refers to this in chapter 3 just prior to 
verse 16 which may be one of the most famous passages in 
the Bible. 

The apostle Paul suffers no ill effects after being bitten by a 
snake in Acts 28:3-6.  They name the reptile as a viper which 
is venomous. 

As we go back to Luke’s account, we see snakes associated 
with the “power of the enemy”.  What does it mean for God’s 
people to have authority over evil?  I do not think that it 
means that we should participate in flashes of “faith” where 
we make a show of our belief in God’s protection. 

As interpreters of the Bible, we conclude that handling 
venomous snakes in worship would not be in accordance with 

God’s will as Jesus reminds us 
not to put God to the test in 
multiple Gospel accounts.  
Rather the venomous snake is 
a metaphor of evil.  As we are 
in Christ, evil has no sway over 
us.  This doesn’t mean that 
we won’t suffer on account of 
evil.  The passion of our Lord 
quickly sets this thought aside.  
Rather, it may mean that as 
we remain in Christ, we are 
able to vanquish the sway of 
evil.  We do not fear that evil 
will unduly influence us in our 
actions.  In this way, we trod 
on the serpents and scorpions 
that we encounter in life.  We 
put them under foot and our 

ankles remain unscathed.

After two solid weeks of church camp, I’m looking forward to 
being back in the pulpit on Sunday.  One of the best things 
about having this emersion in youth culture is that I’m able to 
stay young (at heart) and to share this indirectly with the rest 
of the congregation.  It is important for us to remain aware 
of what is happening with the next generations so that we 
might better communicate the Good News with them.  This 
hopefully helps us to hear it in a fresh way as well which 
keeps us all young (at heart). 

I hope you’ll join us this Sunday in Edmond.  Trey and our 
Worship on Hurd band will be starting in Guthrie this Sunday 
at 8:30 as well before heading back here for the 10:50 service.  
Please keep this new venture in your prayers and send us 
names of any people in Guthrie that you know that do not 
regularly attend worship anywhere.  We are excited for this 
new chapter in ministry together!
In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.
com. Photo by Russell Lee (Public Domain) via Wikimedia 
Commons. 

 Handling serpents at the  Pentecostal Church of God. 
Lejunior, Kentucky, 15 September 1946.
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CHOIR CONCERT THANK YOU
Thank you to the choir and all who participated in 
the scholarship fundraiser this past Sunday.  The 
concert was a big success as we raised about $1600!  
This money will be used to grow and enhance the 
choir scholarship program!  We are excited about the 
ministry we can offer to students in the Edmond and 
Oklahoma City area!
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MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: PROJECT 66 
FOOD AND RESOURCE CENTER AND AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER
Project 66 Food and Resource Center is a nonprofit, faith-
based ministry providing food to families in need. Their 
mission is to satisfiy their neighbors’ physical hunger and 
feed their spiritual hunger through kindness, prayer and the 
love of Jesus. 

Each month, the Project 66 serves approximately 500 
families in the Edmond area. The client-choice pantry 
mimics a grocery store where they can select from shelf 
stable foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, dairy 
products and breads. Food is sourced through a partnership 
with the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, local grocery 
store donations, local food drives and individual donations.  
In 2018, 5,844 families and 17,944 individuals were served!

It takes many volunteers to make Project 66 run.  On average, 
18 volunteers serve during each of their four service times 
each week. If you are interested in volunteering, you can 
contact Project 66 directly or contact FUMC’s Project 66 
volunteer, Jim Brungardt at jfbrun1@cox.net.

As part of Edmond FUMC’s partnership with Project 66, we 
will be hosting a Project 66 Benefit Auction on Saturday, 
August 3 at 10 am.  The event will feature an auction of 
goods as well as a silent auction of baked goods and pies. 
The money raised from the event will go to back to school 
packs and Thanksgiving meals at Project 66.  

You can help make the Benefit Auction a success by either 
donating items (no clothing please) for the auction, or 
baking goods for the silent auction.  If you are interested in 
donating, contact Jim at jfbrun1@cox.net.  

SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY GALA
Join Skyline for An Evening with Ron Hall: Workin’ Our Way 
Home at The National Cowboy and Western Heritage Mu-
seum on Friday, August 9. Skyline is delighted for Ron Hall 
to be our speaker at this event. Ron is a screenwriter and 
producer of the movie version of his first book, Same Kind 
of Different as Me. 

Pre-event, VIP “Meet the Author” and book signing begin at 
5:30. Registration and cash bar open at 6:30 pm. Dinner will 
be served at 7:00 pm. with program beginning at 7:45.

The proceeds from this evening will go toward providing 
clothing, food and eye care to those who live in the shad-
ows of Oklahoma City’s skyline. Our goal for this event is to 
raise $100,000, 50% of all proceeds above that amount will 
be dedicated for Outreach to the Homeless.

You can learn more about Skyline and the services they pro-
vide by visiting www.skylineurbanministry.org.

To purchase tickets, contact Karen Hudgens at 918-906-
4977, or Joe Leonard at 341-5895, or visit the Skyline web-
site.  Tickets are only available until August 7. 
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YOUTH GROUP RETURNS FROM CAMP
WHAT A CREW! More than 60 people from Youth Groups from Edmond and Guthrie left last week for Camp Spark! Thank 
you for praying for these youth and adults as they traveled and grew!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3                                                                      
LEAD Youth Camp
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JULY 4                                                                      
LEAD Youth Camp

FRIDAY, JULY 5                                                         _                 
LEAD Youth Camp

SUNDAY, JULY 7                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JULY 8                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 9                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 30, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 180
Worship Service – 9:45 am 64
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 61
Worship Service – 11:00 am 144
Nursery 8

Total 457
Sunday School 192
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