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The Messenger

HOPE FOR A GLASS HALF-FULL 
Lectionary Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
(NRSV)

“We know that all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose.”

We review these famous words from the 
Apostle Paul in Romans 8:28.  They can 
be daunting when one considers all of the 
awful things that human beings endure.

We know that all things change and 
sometimes it is for the better but many 
times our perception tells us otherwise.

Our human bodies begin to degrade and 
we spend billions on products to halt this 
process.  Eventually time wins out and our bodies 
fail us.  From a Christian perspective, one could 
take the balcony view on human life and point toward life 
after death in order to claim that the good would be the 
heavenly reward.

But getting there can be problematic.  Dementia 
sometimes takes hold of us along the way from point A to 
point B and we may rightly critique this statement to ask, 
“How in the world does Alzheimer’s work for anyone’s 
good?”

In order to preserve the integrity of the Biblical statement, 
some then claim that the problem lies with the afflicted.  
Either some unconfessed sin or lack of faith is trotted out 
as the culprit for the dementia. What might be a better 
solution is to admit that Paul is talking in generalities.  We 
know that when we go with an absolute, we can usually 
find loopholes in the logic.

I look at Paul’s statement and believe that God can work 
with any awful situation and cause some good to arise.  
This is the crux of the crucifixion and the resurrection for 
me.  I don’t believe that God caused the suffering and 
death of Jesus.  Rather, human stubbornness called for 

this.  Yet, in spite of humanity’s work against God’s love in 
Christ, God shows us that suffering and death do not get 
the last word.

We are people of the resurrection and this statement of 
Paul’s reminds us to see God at work even in the midst of 
suffering.  God may grant us the strength and courage to 
endure hardship and troubles when they come our way.  
We see God at work through suffering not as the author 
but as the rock in the midst of the storm.

This important perspective is one in which we gather 
together when we worship to remind ourselves of the 
strength that we have available.  In this, we are working 
together for good in all circumstances and for all peoples.  
Thanks be to God!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/
Photo by Janet Hughes via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.   

It is difficult to see the good in many of the annoyances that life 
throws at us.  Maybe the good comes in how we handle them.
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SERMONS NOW ON PODCAST
You can now listen to the weekly sermons via podcast!  
Just visit, https://www.fumcedmond.org/video/ to hear 
the sermon or watch the recorded live stream.

SENIOR CONNECTION
The July Senior Connection is July 28 at 6 pm in the 
CAC.  This month’s entertainment will be “And She 
was One”, the story of Jane Wallis Burrell and her 
adventures in the U.S. Intelligence Agencies. Pizza, 
salad and dessert will be served. 
 
“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, July 27 | 10 - 11 am | Main Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

BREAKFAST ON BOULEVARD
Since 1993 BOB has provided free breakfasts and sack 
lunches five days a week, nearly 30,000 meals so far 
this year. First Christian Church started the ministry and 
provides the site, while people of all denominations 
serve as cooks and sandwich makers. Hours are from 
approximately 5:30am-7:30am once or twice a month. 
If you can serve in this vital ministry call Judy Griffis, 
348-1443, or Joe Leonard, 341-5895.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st
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NEW SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE BEING ADDED!
Excitement is building for our new 9:45 service that will 
launch on September 10! This service will be identical 
to the 8:30 & 11:00 services but will also include a small 
instrumental ensemble that will help lift our spirits in song. 
If you’re interested in “seeding” this service (attending 
twice a month), please contact Rev. Sam Powers (sam@
fumcedmond.org) or Andrew Schaeffer (andrew@
fumcedmond.org).

ADOPT-A-STREET
Sat. July 29th | 7:00 a.m.– 9:00 a.m.
We will be picking up litter along our adopted street, Sooner 
Road, between Danforth and Coffee Creek.  Safety vests, 
bags and water will be provided. We meet in the church 
west parking lot at 7 am, and car pool to the site.

Please let us know if you plan to participate. Contact Phyllis 
Ward, call or text: 816-0161 or e-mail: vpward@gmail.com

SIGN UP TODAY FOR STUDIES STARTING SEPTEMBER

This first Disciple Bible study 
serves as the basis for all other 
studies in the Disciple family that 
follow. Over the course of 34 
weeks, Disciple covers the entire 
Bible, following the biblical 
story from Creation to the New 
Jerusalem.

This class will meet on Sundays 
at 5:30 pm starting in September.

The overarching aim is to deepen 
discipleship through better 
understanding of the biblical 
texts and their message.  The 
study helps group members 
understand that Jesus is rooted 
in Judaism and the Scriptures of 
Judaism and that Christianity and 
the New Testament are rooted in 
the Scriptures of Judaism—our 
Old Testament.

This class will meet on 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm starting in September.

To join in on one of these insightful studies, sign up on the 
website or outside the East Wing.  
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CALLING ALL MOMS
Imagine…a place that meets you right where you’re at as a mom, a 
woman, and a friend.

Beginning September 11 of 2017 you are invited to join our brand new 
Mom’s group.  We will strive to build a community of moms who learn, 
grow, and serve together. Members meet together in a larger group 
setting, but are connected with a small group of moms with whom they 
share a table at each meeting throughout the year. The calendar follows 
the school calendar year, beginning in September and concluding in May. 
The schedule is set to align as much as possible with area school and 

holiday schedules. Meetings run about two hours in length and each group meets once a month to enjoy food and fellowship, 
speakers, and group discussion. All groups also participate in mission projects supported by First United Methodist Church 
and occasional social events outside of the meeting schedule.

Imagine…Learning how to be better equipped as a parent through speakers and discussion. Growing through a supportive 
network of moms who “get” it — from newborns to teens. Serving not only your family, but also your community through 
outreach opportunities.

Childcare is available!  Only $30 to join for the year.  Sign up now, as space is limited!  Two groups are available- Monday  
mornings at 9:15 am or evenings at 6:30 pm.

Wheel you help us replace our tired bus?
in the last year, our bus served the following:

wesley
campus ministry
mission trips
district events
fellowship activities

20
students

75
families

youth
Mission Trips
Confirmation Trips
3 Summer Camps
Fellowship Activities
District Events

30
families

children
VBS
2 summer camps
Eagle Lake Camp

95
families

missions
El Paso Trip to Lydia Patterson
Travel to Dallas Airport for Bolivia
Monthly for Project 66 Food Pantry
Whiz KIds
New Day Camp

senior
connection
monthly meals
day trips

50
people

help us raise $60,000 by September 15   |   Designate your offering or give online

With a new bus
our ministries could expand including:
Wednesday bus ministry   Family Mission Trips
Sunday Morning Transportation  Children Ministry Day trips

250
families in total
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship- 6th -12th, M 3rd Floor

THURSDAY, JULY 27                                                                         
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JULY 28                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW- Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JULY 30                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Youth 6th - 8th, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, JULY 31                                                                               
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC
7:00 pm  Boy Scout Court of Honor, Sanctuary

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1                                                                           
9:00 am  Summer Camp
9:00 am  Archives Committee
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

If you have news or events to share in the Messenger, 
contact Jamie Davis at jdavis@fumcedmond.org.

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE July 23, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 181
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 72
Worship Service – 11:00 am 153
Nursery 14

Total 406
Sunday School 189


