
NOT FLATTERING AT ALL
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 (NRSV)
David is the king by which all other kings of Israel 
or Judah take their measure.  He is the great 
uniting force of Israel following Saul and pulls more 
territory into the kingdom after his conquest of the 
Philistines.  He bested a giant in his youth and was 
an accomplished poet and musician.  He was so 
renowned that the book of Psalms was attributed 
to him (although most scholars believe the majority 
were written at a later date).  

After the kingdom split into Israel in the north and 
Judah in the south, citizens of both realms looked 
to when David ruled as a golden era.  After each of 
the kingdoms lost their independence to foreign 
powers, the surviving remnants began to look toward a 
time when God would send a Messiah that would reunite 
the people and free them from Gentile occupation.  Of 
course, this Messiah would be in the line of David - born 
in Bethlehem which was where David called home.

So in all of this good will and remembrance, how did this week’s 
lectionary reading survive the editor’s cut when the Bible was 
copied again and again?  The story of Bathsheba does not paint 
David in a good light at all.  The story begins with David staying 
at home, letting others do his fighting for him.  He gets up 
long after the crack of noon.  He is a voyeur and then uses his 
position to sleep with the woman who is married to one of the 
soldiers fighting for him.

After she becomes pregnant, David schemes to have her 
husband Uriah to take credit for the baby.  When this fails, 
he coordinates a military move where Uriah would be killed.  
The hasty retreat might also cost the lives of other innocent 
soldiers.

David is not to be admired in this story.  

It is not a show of his great leadership.   

This story reminds us that the Bible does not feature heroes 
in the regular sense.  While David may be heroic at times, he 
is also flawed.  We see that David has become the very king 
that Samuel was warning the people about just a few weeks 
ago (according to lectionary time).  It is a reminder that while 

we do put our trust in our leaders, they also have moments of 
weakness.

God remains the one faithful constant in the Bible.  This is 
helpful for us to remember.

As we live in a time of partisan politics, we often find ourselves 
defending behavior that shouldn’t be defended.  Supposedly, 
we do so for the sake of the greater good - if our side wins 
the day, we believe the country will be better off.  We must 
be careful when going down this road.  Today’s story reminds 
us that no one is beyond reproach.  Of course, in the days of 
partisanship, each side looks at the other and thinks, “Yes, this 
is exactly what they do!”

I’m looking forward to being back in the pulpit on Sunday.  I will 
be preaching on this text and my sermon title will be, “Why Did 
They Include This Story About David?”
In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by katesheets via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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The Messenger

 Even dogs can show remorse.  This is 
a positive attribute in human beings too.



On behalf of the Preschool Board and Search Committee, 
we would like to welcome our new and returning families.   
I am pleased to introduce Mrs. Laura Neff as Director of 
our Preschool at First United Methodist Church.  Mrs. 
Neff has a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, 
and has served as a leader in the education field for the 

last 15 years, most recently as 
the preschool Director at another 
United Methodist Church.  With 
her selection, we look forward to 
a new generation of continued 
excellence in early childhood 
education as we build on a decades 
long tradition at First United 
Methodist Church.  Please join us 
in welcoming Mrs. Neff to our staff 
as we look forward to a great year.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  July 26 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. The group is facilitated by Revs. John Corbin and 
Don Vaught, and all sharing will be kept confidential.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, July 27 | 6:00 pm |  CAC
The Senior Connection presents: TALK OF THE TOWN!
The 17-member orchestra plays the most popular 
swing tunes from the golden era of the “big bands” 
including swing, jitterbug, ballads, everything. Fried 
chicken, baked beans, cole slaw, and desserts will be 
served for dinner. 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Thursday, August 2  |  6 pm  |  Interurban Restaurant
Random Acts of Kindness Ladies will meet on Thurs-
day, August 2, 2018 at 6 pm at Interurban Restaurant 
located at 1301 E Danforth in Edmond.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PROJECT 66 BACK 
TO SCHOOL EVENT
Saturday, August 4  |  8 am - 10 am 
Volunteers are needed to pass out school supplies at 
the Project 66 Back to School Event on August 4. Call 
405.341.1353 or e-mail project66foodpantry@gmail.
com to volunteer.

SPECIAL THANK YOU
I want to thank all of my church family and my UMW 
ladies for the cards, phone calls, good wishes and 
prayers as I recover from my broken knee. Everyone’s 
thoughtfulness and caring is very much appreciated.
Love and blessings to all,   Carolyn Childers

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

The youth would just like to say a big THANK 
YOU to everyone who helped make our summer 
programmingpossible. We would not have been able to 
get to and from camp without all our wonderful drivers/
riders. We appreciate all the prayers, goodie bags, cards, 
texts, and calls from everyone. We ended the summer 
with a grand total of 55 youth and 11 adults attending 
one of the four camps offered this summer. It has been 
a busy but ever so fruitful summer. We are home and 
will see everyone on August 1st from 6-7:30pm on the 
youth floor for a wonderful night of youth! Also, be sure 
to mark your calendars for Youth Week, August 7th-
10th. 



BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROJECT
Student Supply List:

1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     
(andrew@fumcedmond.org)

ADULT CHOIR RETURNING
The Adult Choir will soon be back in action after a well-
deserved summer break.  Needless to say, we’re always 
looking for more singers and you are most certainly 
welcome!  While some may see the choir singing every week 
and conclude that they either aren’t of that skill level or 
can’t devote that much time, I’d like to dispel both of those 
myths.  Some of our current members have been singing for 
decades, while others have picked it up just in the last year 
or two.  In terms of commitment, some folks make it to every 
rehearsal and every worship service, while others attend 
when they can in the midst of juggling work, vacation and 
family commitments.  Since we’re starting a fresh season, 
now would be a great time to try us out.  Simply come to our 
first rehearsal on Wednesday, August 1 at 7:15 in the choir 
room, or drop me a note (andrew@fumcedmond.org) if you 
have any other questions.

4th ANNUAL ALL—CHURCH TALENT SHOW
I hope you’re planning on attending our fourth annual all-
congregational concert and talent show on August 19 at 3:00 
in Wesley Hall!  An old-fashioned ice cream social will follow 
in the gym.

Since this event will take place outside of worship, pretty 
much everything is on the table—from songs (sacred or 
secular), to juggling or magic.  We’ll be limited only by your 
imagination (and our space)!  My roster is a bit sparse at 
the moment—don’t make me hunt you down!  If you’re 
interested in participating, please contact me (andrew@
fumcedmond.org) or call me at the church office.

SHARE YOUR ICE CREAM!
I bet some of you were reading the paragraph above and 
thought you didn’t have a talent to offer.  However, if your 
talent is making great homemade ice cream, you’ll have 
something to contribute after all!  If you’re interested in 
making some to share, or picking up some from the store, 
please let me know.  Thanks!  

9:45 SERVICE
As you prepare to gear up for the fall, don’t forget about our 
9:45 Sanctuary service!  It is virtually identical in content to 
the 8:30 & 11:00 services, with the main difference being that 
musical leadership is provided by a fabulous instrumental 
ensemble instead of a vocal choir.  Do give it a try!

BOULEVARD ACADEMY SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all three 
Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a ministry of 
volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 years ago. The 
group has grown over the years from 6 to 68 current 
volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides support to the 
students and staff with regularly planned activities and 
addresses specific needs as they arise.

Our church-wide ministry to Boulevard Academy expanded 
last year by having a School Supply Drive to aid the students 
and staff.  This was in response to learning that very few 
of the Boulevard families are able to provide basic school 
supplies. Following last year’s drive, it was decided to make 
this a permanent addition to our outreach ministry.   

Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.   New 
enrollments are accepted every six weeks at Boulevard 
Academy.  Extra supplies will be reserved to meet the 
needs of new students throughout the school year. 
Collection will begin Sunday, August 5th and continue 
through Sunday, August 12th.   

If you are interested in joining the Boulevard Buddies 
efforts on a regular basis, would like more information 
about this ministry,  or have any questions contact Ellen 
Lyons at lyonsden5@cox.net, or 405-820-7729.

**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will shop 
for you!!!  Checks may be made out to “FUMC, Edmond”.  
Please include a note on the check “Boulevard School 
Supplies”.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, Texas for 
hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th after the 11 am service and will return home on August 11th in the evening. 

Our work will include sheet-rocking, trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we have been asked to bring our own 
tools. For safety and liability issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 years of age and up! 

The cost for each person to go is $300. We welcome any contribution you may feel moved to make to help scholarship some 
of our young mission team members who are passionate about mission yet lack resources. If you have any questions or would 
like to sign up feel free to email nellie@fumcedmond.org. This trip will be led by Mission Team Leader Nellie Koeblin and 
Associate Pastor Don Vaught.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor

THURSDAY, JULY 26                                                                          
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JULY 27                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JULY 29                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, JULY 30                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 31                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 22, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 161
Worship Service – 9:45 am 50
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 60
Worship Service – 11:00 am 144
Nursery 14

Total 429
Sunday School 209

September  8   |   3-5  pm

Save the Date


