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The Messenger

LECTIONARY READING: 
LUKE 11:1-13 (NRSV)

My earliest years of religious 
life were in Assembly of God 
churches.  I remember in 
Sunday school memorizing the 
23rd Psalm.  It was the King 
James Version and that remains 
my preferred reading for this 
passage regardless of the better 
scholarship available in newer 
translations.

My experience must be shared 
by others because we have the KJV of this psalm available in 
the United Methodist Hymnal (#137) as a responsive reading.  
When I utilize Psalm 23 at funerals (often requested), I read 
from the King James.  Familiarity in religion is comforting.

As I became United Methodist, I memorized the Apostles’ 
Creed for my confirmation class.  I’m not sure I understood 
everything in it as a 6th grader but I could recite it to you easily 
(and still can to this day).  Other things I learned in worship 
were the Gloria Patri and the Doxology.  These were easier to 
memorize because we sang them.

As a youth, I memorized Numbers 6:24-26 through the UMYF 
(United Methodist Youth Fellowship) Benediction:

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make his 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you.  May the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  
Amen.

We would say this in an interlocking circle (right arm over left) 
and then spin out to depart.

As a college student, I solidified my memorization of a table 
blessing that we would sing together at the Wesley Foundation.  
It was to the Old 100th tune and we sang these words:

Be present at our table Lord; be here and everywhere adored; 
these mercies bless and grant that we may feast in fellowship 
with thee.  Amen.

I learned to enjoy harmonization as we sang this multiple times 
through the week before meals together!  I still smile as I hear 

John Rusco’s bass voice starting 
us out.

At some point, I learned the 
Lord’s Prayer.  I can’t remember 
when or specifically memorizing 
it - it likely came as an older 
elementary student after we 
joined Boston Avenue United 
Methodist Church.  Later, 
I learned that while I say 
“trespasses” that others say 
“debts” or “sins”.

Even later, I learned that this 
prayer is named for Jesus because he taught it to his disciples.  
The version that we utilize in worship comes from Matthew 
6:9-13.  Luke also has a version found in this week’s lectionary 
reading and it doesn’t have different material from Matthew’s 
version, just less of it.  Was Luke aware of Matthew’s version 
and just utilized what he considered important or essential?  
Or did he write about the tradition as his community prayed it?  

In Luke’s version, we praise God and look for the divine reign 
to actualize.  We pray for sustenance for our immediate needs.  
We ask for forgiveness that seems expectant based on our own 
merciful behavior.  And we ask that we could avoid any testing 
of our faith.  Maybe as we look at Matthew’s version, we can see 
that these are the essentials.  I do like the emphasis on God’s reign 
being earthly and spiritual in Matthew but maybe it is implied in 
Luke.  Was this so obvious, he felt it didn’t need inclusion?

Those spiritual things that we memorize can become precious 
to us.  They may pop up in our heads at just the moments 
we need them.  They can be a source of strength (“And God 
will raise you up on eagle’s wings...”) that give us courage and 
fortitude.  They allow us to drink more deeply from the well, 
refreshing our thirst.

This Sunday, we’ll be exploring this passage from Luke as it 
continues to not only apply to our lives but also lifts up God’s 
countenance upon us and gives us peace!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by jenni_
froedrick via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, July 26  |   6:00 pm  |   CAC
Join us for the July Senior Connection! Entertainment 
is the Bobby Bowen Family from Tennessee.  Dinner 
will be ham, salad and scalloped potatoes and, of 
course, dessert. 

LOVE IN ACTION MONTHLY MEETING 
Thursday, July 25th  |  6:30pm  |   Room 316
Join us Thursday, July 25th at 6:30pm in Room 316 for 
our monthly Love in Action Meeting.  Love in Action is 
a space for learning & action around supporting our 
family & friends in the LGBTQ+ community.  Whether 
you know & love someone or are simply looking for a 
place to learn & grow, you are invited to join with us!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  July 25 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come be 
a part of a group of  folks who care about you and how 
you have been coping with your loss/change in life. 
Support group, facilitated by Rev. Don Vaught, sharing 
will be kept confidential.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Join us for the August Random Acts of Kindness 
Meeting on Thursday, August 1, 2019 at 6 pm at 
Johnnies’s Charcoal Broiler located at 33 E. 33rd Street 
in Edmond. Any questions call Marie 249-1107.

ALL CHURCH RETREAT
Save the date for November 16 and 17!  We will be 
hosting another All Church Retreat at Canyon Camp.  
More details to come.
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SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY GALA
Join Skyline for An Evening with Ron Hall: Workin’ Our 
Way Home at The National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum on Friday, August 9. Skyline is delighted for Ron 
Hall to be our speaker at this event. Ron is a screenwriter 
and producer of the movie version of his first book, Same 
Kind of Different as Me. 

Pre-event, VIP “Meet the Author” and book signing begins 
at 5:30. Registration and cash bar open at 6:30 pm. Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 pm. with program beginning at 7:45.

The proceeds from this evening will go toward providing 
clothing, food and eye care to those who live in the shadows 
of Oklahoma City’s skyline. Our goal for this event is to raise 
$100,000, 50% of all proceeds above that amount will be 
dedicated for Outreach to the Homeless.

You can learn more about Skyline and the services they 
provide by visiting www.skylineurbanministry.org.

To purchase tickets, contact Karen Hudgens at 918-906-
4977, or Joe Leonard at 341-5895, or visit the Skyline 
website.  Tickets are only available until August 7. 

ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
August 10  |  8 am 
Join us for an all church work day and breakfast on Saturday, 
August 10 at 8 am.  There will be painting, cleaning, fixing 
and building jobs.  Everyone will be able to find a job they 
can do, so come with your work clothes on and be ready for 
a fun morning!
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MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: PROJECT 66 
FOOD AND RESOURCE CENTER AND AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER
Project 66 Food and Resource Center is a nonprofit, faith-
based ministry providing food to families in need. Their 
mission is to satisfiy their neighbors’ physical hunger and 
feed their spiritual hunger through kindness, prayer and the 
love of Jesus. 

Each month, the Project 66 serves approximately 500 
families in the Edmond area. The client-choice pantry mimics 
a grocery store where they can select from shelf stable foods, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, dairy products and breads. 
Food is sourced through a partnership with the Regional 
Food Bank of Oklahoma, local grocery store donations, local 
food drives and individual donations.  In 2018, 5,844 families 
and 17,944 individuals were served!

It takes many volunteers to make Project 66 run.  On average, 
18 volunteers serve during each of their four service times 
each week. If you are interested in volunteering, you can 
contact Project 66 directly or contact FUMC’s Project 66 
volunteer, Jim Brungardt at jfbrun1@cox.net.

As part of Edmond FUMC’s partnership with Project 66, we 
will be hosting a Project 66 Benefit Auction on Saturday, 
August 3 at 10 am.  The event will feature an auction of used 
goods as well as a silent auction of baked goods and pies. The 
money raised from the event will go to back to school packs 
and Thanksgiving meals at Project 66.  

You can help make the Benefit Auction a success by either 
donating items (no clothing please) for the auction, or baking 
goods for the silent auction.  If you are interested in donating, 
contact Jim at jfbrun1@cox.net.  

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Boulevard Academy is made up of students from all three 
Edmond High Schools. Boulevard Buddies is a ministry of 
volunteers who “adopted” the school 11 years ago. The 
group has grown over the years from 6 to 60 current 
volunteers.  Boulevard Buddies provides support to the 
students and staff with regularly planned activities and 
addresses specific needs as they arise.
 
This is the third year for our church wide ministry to 
Boulevard Academy to include a School Supply Drive 
to aid the students and staff.  This was in response to 
learning that very few of the Boulevard families are able 
to provide basic school supplies.   
 
Our goal is to provide school supplies for 50 students.  
Collection will begin Sunday, August 4th and continue 
thru Wednesday, August 14th.  School begins August 
16th.  If you are interested in joining the Boulevard 
Buddies efforts on a regular basis or would like more 
information about this ministry, please contact Ellen 
Lyons by email, lyonsden5@cox.net, or  405-820-7729.
 
**Donate $40 to this project and someone else will 
shop for you!  Checks may be made out to “First UMC, 
Edmond”include “Boulevard School Supplies”.
 
Boulevard Academy School Supplies Project
Student Supply List:
1 - 8” Scissors ($5)
5 - 3 Prong Pocket Folders ($2.50)
2 - boxes facial tissues ($4)
1 - 19 oz. Lysol Spray ($4)
1 - 75 count Disinfectant Wipes ($3)
1 - 12 count Colored Pencils ($2)
1 - 10 count Colored Markers ($2.50)
1- 24 count crayons ($.50)
2 -  8-12 oz. Hand Sanitizer ($4)
2 - 175 count College Ruled Notebook Paper ($4)
3 -  1 inch black 3-ring binder ($5.50)
2 - 12 count # 2 Pencils ($2)
2 - 7.625 oz. Elmer’s Glue ($4)
1 - 12 count Glue Sticks ($5)
1 - 4 count Dry Erase Markers-core colors ($3.50)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 24                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor

THURSDAY, JULY 25                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
6:30 pm  Love in Action, M 316

FRIDAY, JULY 26                                                         _                 
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JULY 28                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
6:00 pm  High School Youth, M 3rd Floor

MONDAY, JULY 29                                                                        
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 30                                                                        
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31                                                                      
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 21, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 139
Worship Service – 9:45 am 47
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 86
Worship Service – 11:00 am 148
Nursery 4

Total 426
Sunday School 206

5099422

BACKPACK BLESSING
Start the school year off with a Backpack Blessing in one of our 
services on August 11! After our 11 am service, we will have a 
Mobile Day Camp preview from noon to 3 pm featuring some 
of the great games they have: archery, a water slide, obstacle 
course, bubble soccer and more!  Hot dogs and drinks will be 
for sale so you won’t be hungry.  The event is free and open 
to the public, so invite a friend or two to bring with you!


