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The Messenger

WHAT IS JESUS THINKING? 
Lectionary Reading: Luke 10:38-
42 (NRSV)

Leadership is a strange thing.  
You have to try it on before it 
actually fits.

Some people seem to have 
natural instincts for leadership 
but even they must hone their 
skills, making poor showings 
along the way.  If a person can 
learn from mistakes, they will 
find this a life-long teacher!

Church taught me valuable leadership skills.  We had a summer 
program when I was in Middle School where I was named an 
“L.I.T.” which stood for “Leader-In-Training”.  We helped out at 
various activities through our church’s children’s ministry such 
as Vacation Bible School, summer church programs at Camp 
Egan, and two weeks of day camps at the Naifeh Ranch.

The latter were times where we went out with small groups 
and had a home-in-the-woods each day.  We learned here to 
dig a pit for the fire where we cooked our food.  We learned 
to ring the pit with rocks - only the one tending the fire would 
be allowed inside this circle.  I can remember making all kinds 
of meals such as hobo dinners, banana boats and pudding in 
a cup.  This was the first place I ate super spuds.  I learned 
that you couldn’t get antsy with the cooking time of the potato 
unless you wanted a crunchy spud!  One of my favorites was 
when we made mini pizzas by placing foil across some hangers.  
We used English muffins topped with spaghetti sauce, grated 
cheese and pepperoni slices.  My older brother rigged foil on 
the hangers at a 45 degree angle so the heat reflected back on 
the top and really melted the cheese!

I learned when playing games like Capture the Flag that if the 
teams were not even, the game was not enjoyable for everyone.  
When a particular athlete was dominating a game like “Squirrel-
in-the-tree” you could switch the rules and reverse the person 
who was it so that the slower child could get off the hook.

I learned about leading a particular Psalm in worship through 
our small group’s particular interpretation.  This may have 
been my first foray into church liturgy!

I learned that the leaders of 
the camp took me seriously 
even though I was in middle 
school.  I was held to standards, 
given real responsibilities and 
expected to carry my weight.  
This was the camp where I 
brought my brother’s blow 
torch (with his permission) to 
help light the campfires after a 
downpour the previous night.  I 
had no temptations to misuse it 
because I realized that this was 
a big responsibility.  I also knew 
my brother’s reputation was on 
the line.  I desired to live up to 
the person the church thought I 

could be.

In today’s scripture reading, we may be wondering why 
Mary is slacking off.  This would definitely be a 21st century 
reading!  When Martha addresses Jesus about her sister, she 
may be concerned about the gender roles that were being 
bent.  The phrase “sat at the Lord’s feet” was a euphemism 
for discipleship.  If someone bothers to learn something, they 
would be expected to eventually teach it.  Women of that day 
would not be considered to teach and so Martha may have 
been trying to restore the order of things.

This example shows us that the church has long had a history of 
seeing the potential in people whether it was a woman being 
able to do things normally reserved for a man or a youth doing 
something normally reserved for adults.  I wonder at the image 
of Mary teaching people about Jesus (and being able to repeat 
lessons he taught) following the resurrection.  I bet that people 
came from all over to hear this marvelous woman.

To share God’s grace is a blessing.  When we do so whether 
it be in a Bible lesson or in helping someone else to learn fire 
safety while cooking, we may find that we have chosen the 
better part and it can’t be taken away from us!

We’ll be exploring this passage further this Sunday in worship!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by Dan 
Thibodeaux via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license.

  You learn when cooking on a fire that
the heat helps you keep a safe distance!
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SUMMER CAMPS
This week, we have three 6th graders and two leaders 
at 6th Grade camp, as well as two leaders at New Day 
Camp.  Please be praying for them as God works in 
their lives during camp. 

SENIOR CONNECTION
July 26  |   6:00 pm  |   CAC
Join us for the July Senior Connection! Entertainment 
is the Bobby Bowen Family from Tennessee.  Dinner 
will be ham, salad and scalloped potatoes and, of 
course, dessert. 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT
Save the date for November 16 and 17!  We will be 
hosting another All Church Retreat at Canyon Camp.  
More details to come.

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE CONCERT
First Edmond’s Instrumental Ensemble will be doing a 
concert next Sunday, July 21 at 4:00 PM at Epworth 
Villa.  The program will be in the Chapel.  All are 
welcome to attend this event as it will be informal 
and a fun time to join with our brothers and sisters 
at Epworth while our very own instrumental ensemble 
gives a concert. Special thanks to Dennis Neff for 
coordinating and preparing this event!
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SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY GALA
Join Skyline for An Evening with Ron Hall: Workin’ Our 
Way Home at The National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum on Friday, August 9. Skyline is delighted for Ron 
Hall to be our speaker at this event. Ron is a screenwriter 
and producer of the movie version of his first book, Same 
Kind of Different as Me. 

Pre-event, VIP “Meet the Author” and book signing begin 
at 5:30. Registration and cash bar open at 6:30 pm. Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 pm. with program beginning at 7:45.

The proceeds from this evening will go toward providing 
clothing, food and eye care to those who live in the shadows 
of Oklahoma City’s skyline. Our goal for this event is to raise 
$100,000, 50% of all proceeds above that amount will be 
dedicated for Outreach to the Homeless.

You can learn more about Skyline and the services they 
provide by visiting www.skylineurbanministry.org.

To purchase tickets, contact Karen Hudgens at 918-906-
4977, or Joe Leonard at 341-5895, or visit the Skyline 
website.  Tickets are only available until August 7. 

BACKPACK BLESSING
Start the school year off with a Backpack Blessing in one 
of our services on August 11! After our 11 am service, we 
will have a Mobile Day Camp preview from noon to 3 pm 
featuring some of the great games they have: archery, a 
water slide, obstacle course, bubble soccer and more!  Hot 
dogs and drinks will be for sale so you won’t be hungry.  The 
event is free and open to the public, so invite a friend or two 
to bring with you!

ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
August 10  |  8 am 
Join us for an all church work day and breakfast on Satur-
day, August 10 at 8 am.  There will be painting, cleaning, 
fixing and building jobs.  Everyone will be able to find a job 
they can do, so come with your work clothes on and be 
ready for a fun morning!
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MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: PROJECT 66 FOOD AND RESOURCE CENTER AND AUCTION FUNDRAISER
Project 66 Food and Resource Center is a nonprofit, faith-based ministry providing food to families in need. Their mission 
is to satisfiy their neighbors’ physical hunger and feed their spiritual hunger through kindness, prayer and the love of Jesus. 

Each month, the Project 66 serves approximately 500 families in the Edmond area. The client-choice pantry mimics a 
grocery store where they can select from shelf stable foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, dairy products and breads. 
Food is sourced through a partnership with the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, local grocery store donations, local food 
drives and individual donations.  In 2018, 5,844 families and 17,944 individuals were served!

It takes many volunteers to make Project 66 run.  On average, 18 volunteers serve during each of their four service times 
each week. If you are interested in volunteering, you can contact Project 66 directly or contact FUMC’s Project 66 volunteer, 
Jim Brungardt at jfbrun1@cox.net.

As part of Edmond FUMC’s partnership with Project 
66, we will be hosting a Project 66 Benefit Auction on 
Saturday, August 3 at 10 am.  The event will feature 
an auction of used goods as well as a silent auction 
of baked goods and pies. The money raised from the 
event will go to back to school packs and Thanksgiving 
meals at Project 66.  

You can help make the Benefit Auction a success by 
either donating items (no clothing please) for the 
auction, or baking goods for the silent auction.  If you 
are interested in donating, contact Jim at jfbrun1@cox.
net.  

DID YOU KNOW?
1 in 4 Oklahoma children go to bed 
hungry? At Project 66, they work to feed 
the local community not only with food 
to meet physical hunger, but also to 
feed spiritual hunger through kindness, 
prayer, and the love of Jesus Christ. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JULY 18                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
6:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, JULY 19                                                         _                 
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M Foyer

SUNDAY, JULY 21                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JULY 22                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 23                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 14, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 162
Worship Service – 9:45 am 48
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 80
Worship Service – 11:00 am 151
Nursery 11

Total 452
Sunday School 201
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