
RETREAT MINISTRY IS A PRIORITY

After spending the last two weeks at camp, there is 
sometimes a perception that pastors “graduate” from 
needing to be present in that setting.  When you get 
to a certain size of church, there is the sense that you 
have staff or volunteers in the church to take care of 
that.  I think this comes from the idea that camp is not 
always easy on the body.  Staying in a bunk bed for 
a week with a cabin filled with teenagers was easier 
twenty years ago.  There are late nights where the 
lights don’t go off until after midnight.  Then there are 
sunrise hikes to the cross and I seem to have a hard 
time saying “no” when an adult leader is needed.  So 
I get that camp is tiring.

I also don’t think that camp is for everyone.  When 
I was the dean of one of our camps in the late 90’s, 
Bishop Blake required all clergy to attend at least one 
camp during the summer.  We had an influx of clergy 
that year and not all of them were happy to be there!  
In fact, some were more trouble than they were 
worth.  If you are not all in, you probably shouldn’t be 
at camp.  It is not for everyone.

It is for me.

Going on a week-long retreat with our young people 
is helpful to my spirit.  It is exciting to me to see them 
energized for the church.  It is fun to see them growing in 
faith and asking important questions.  It is fulfilling to see 
youth realize a call to ministry and to be at least a small part 
of that call. 

 Connecting to God through the natural settings is always 
going to be a part of who I am.  Our three United Methodist 
campgrounds offer three unique settings.  Crosspoint is on 
the lake.  Canyon is aptly named.  And Egan is adjacent to the 
Barren Fork creek which is a beautifully clear rocky stream.  
Hiking at each location is important to me – walking where 
there is wildlife feeds my soul!

I’ll be serving on our conference camps board for the next 
four years and I hope to begin to help our camps reach 
more people (and especially be utilized by our churches).  
As stewards, our camps become healthier financially when 

they are full throughout the year.  Did you know that you 
can book your own event or private retreat at the camp if 
the facilities are available for the date you have in mind? 

While a lot of adults are able to go to camp with us (we send 
more each year), not everyone can take off a week.  We are 
going to hold an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp this fall 
from November 2-4.  Please hold the date and more details 
will come (like the fact that we’ll be in the lodge rather than 
cabins).  I realize this won’t be for everyone and that’s okay.  
But if you feel like it might be for you, we would love to have 
you join us!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
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Sam is featured with his daughter, Kyla, who was the student dean in 
training for Camp Lead this year.

Picture taken by Michaela Drain, used by permission.
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NOISY OFFERING THIS SUNDAY 
Bring your loose change with you this Sunday, July 15!  
We will collect change for our Edmond Hope Center 
during the Children’s Moment.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Wednesday July 18 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939. 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, July 20 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you  have a church and a cancer support group that 
is  there for you! Items discussed will be confiden-
tial.  Come find out more about fellowship, increased  
awareness, healing, optimism, strength, understand-
ing and growing together.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th 
after the 11am service and will return home on August 
11th in the evening. Our work will include sheetrocking, 
trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we 
have been asked to bring our own tools. For safety and 
liability issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 
years of age and up! The cost for each person to go is 
$300. Some scholarships are available for those who are 
passionate about mission yet lack resources. If you have 
any questions or would like to sign up feel free to email 
nellie@fumcedmond.org. This trip will be led by Nellie 
Koeblin and Associate Pastor Don Vaught.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@fumcedmond.org)

ORGAN CONCERT
Join me this Sunday, July 15 at 3:00 as I present my 4th 
annual July organ recital.  We are blessed to process one of 
the only pipe organs in the city of Edmond, and I treasure 
this opportunity to share music that doesn’t quite fit the 
scope of our weekly worship services.  A small reception 
will follow the program.  Be sure to invite your friends!

4th ANNUAL ALL—CHURCH TALENT SHOW
Save the date for our third annual all-church concert/talent 
show on Sunday August 19 at 3:00!  We have a large and 
uniquely gifted congregation and this is your opportunity to 
show off your God-given talents.  Since this event will take 
place outside of worship, pretty much everything is on the 
table—from songs (sacred or secular), to juggling or magic.  
We’ll be limited only by your imagination (and our space)!  
If you’re interested in participating, please contact me 
(andrew@fumcedmond.org) or call me at the church office.

CONGREGATIONAL INTROITS
I’m delighted in the response I’ve received from having 
multi-cultural congregational introits in July and I indeed 
hope you have found them to be worshipful. This Sunday, 
we’ll put “Glory to God” to rest and will learn a new one 
entitled “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord,” which comes to us 
from Cameroon.

SUMMER DAY CAMP AT FUMC EDMOND
Have you registered your child for Summer Day Camp?  
We still have a few spots available for some amazing 
weeks of fun! 

July 16-19.................................................. Cooking
July 23-26........................................... Imaginarium

VISIT FUMCEDMOND.ORG 
TO REGISTER TODAY!

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, July 14  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker, David Nichols.

David was born and raised 
in Sapulpa, OK. He attended 
Oklahoma State University where 
he earned a Bachelors Degree 
in Elementary Education. He 
also holds a Master’s Degree in 
Divinity from Saint Paul School 
of Theology in Kansas City. David 
has been a public school teacher 
for 33 years. He has taught in 
Kansas City, MO, Heavener, OK 
and for the last 24 years at Ida 
Freeman Elementary here in Edmond. While at Ida, he has 
initiated several programs that have helped extend learning 
opportunities for students there. He founded and coached the 
Ida Freeman Chess Club in 1997, and in the 21 years that club 
existed, Ida Freeman teams claimed 33 State Championships, 
boasted 11 individual State Champions and won the National 
Championship in 2014. David is also very involved with Ida 
Freeman’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
initiative and in the installation and upkeep of the school’s 1300 
square foot vegetable garden. David’s wife, Tish Malloy, is the 
District Superintendent of the Northern Prairie District. They 
have 5 grown children and are the owners of Cara Farms, a new 
3 acre food outreach ministry in Southeast Edmond. He is here 
today to discuss his most recent passion; a mentoring program 
for boys at Ida Freeman who desperately need responsible male 
role models in their lives...the HAWKS program.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  UCO Wesley Watch Party, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor

FRIDAY, JULY 13                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, JULY 14                                                                          
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JULY 15                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
3:00 pm  Organ Recital, Sanctuary

MONDAY, JULY 16                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 17                                                                         
6:00 pm  Finance Audit Meeting, M 314
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 8, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 165
Worship Service – 9:45 am 54
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 63
Worship Service – 11:00 am 133
Nursery 16

Total 431
Sunday School 199


