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The Messenger

THE BOUNDARIES OF 
LOVE 
Lectionary Reading: Luke 
10:25-37 (NRSV)

This week’s Gospel reading 
contains what may be the 
most famous parable Jesus 
ever told.  While some might 
give the Prodigal Son that title, 
I would be hard-pressed to say 
that it is more well-known than 
the Good Samaritan.  While 
both titles have taken on life 
of their own as pop-culture 
examples (you can be called 
both a Prodigal and a Good 
Samaritan depending on context), I would argue that there 
are probably more references to being a Good Samaritan.

There are lots of takes on this particular parable which does 
make it interesting for sermon interpretation.  

As I was re-reading it, I thought that Luke (only author to use 
this parable) might be foreshadowing the fate of Jesus as he 
seeks to expand our understanding of the Christian mission.  
I believe that Luke’s Gospel would have been written to the 
churches in the Mediterranean world rather than in Judea.  
This would mean a much broader audience and a wider 
variety of cultures than a more Jewish context.  As the Church 
expands into Gentile territory, Christianity must reflect a 
greater appreciation for the types of people that it will seek 
to evangelize.

Most Christians have heard many times over about how the 
Samaritans and the Jews were enemies.  It would have been 
a surprise to see the Samaritan cast in the hero’s role.  The 
lawyer can’t even bring himself to utter “Samaritan” when 
Jesus asks him which was the noble person in the story.

What if we imagine Jesus to be the man going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho?  The bandits who set upon the man 

rob him, strip him, beat him 
and leave him for dead.  Jesus 
when turning over the tables 
in the Temple quotes scripture 
telling them that they have 
made God’s house a den of 
robbers. 

The priest and the Levite 
who avoid tending to the 
injured man could also refer 
to the factions of Judaism that 
ignored Jesus as the Messiah.  
The Samaritan who provides 
for the man could represent 
the Gentiles who are now 
embracing Jesus as the Christ 

in Luke’s day.

Interestingly enough, the first person to acknowledge the 
righteousness of Jesus following his death was a Gentile in 
Luke 23:47: “When the centurion saw what had taken place, 
he praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was innocent.’”

Of course, this allegorical interpretation is only one way 
to look at the parable.  That’s the beauty of the stories of 
Jesus - they are worthy of much discussion and we find a 
great multitude of truths contained within them.  The Good 
Samaritan should always challenge us and just when we think 
that we are getting it right, it should remind us that we may 
have a ways to go.

I hope you’ll join us this Sunday (or online at your convenience) 
as we encounter this most famous of parables once more.  
Even though we may know it well, it is surely worth another 
listen so that we may continue to be shaped by it.

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. 
Photo by Vicki DeLoach via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.

 Sometimes when we offer a helping hand,
we find that we are holding onto resurrection.
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CHOIR CONCERT THANK YOU
Thank you to the choir and all who participated in the 
scholarship fundraiser in June.  The concert was a big 
success as we raised about $1600!  This money will 
be used to grow and enhance the choir scholarship 
program!  We are excited about the ministry we can 
offer to students in the Edmond and Oklahoma City 
area!

2

MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: PROJECT 66 
FOOD AND RESOURCE CENTER AND AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER
Project 66 Food and Resource Center is a nonprofit, faith-
based ministry providing food to families in need. Their 
mission is to satisfiy their neighbors’ physical hunger and 
feed their spiritual hunger through kindness, prayer and the 
love of Jesus. 

Each month, the Project 66 serves approximately 500 
families in the Edmond area. The client-choice pantry 
mimics a grocery store where they can select from shelf 
stable foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, dairy 
products and breads. Food is sourced through a partnership 
with the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, local grocery 
store donations, local food drives and individual donations.  
In 2018, 5,844 families and 17,944 individuals were served!

It takes many volunteers to make Project 66 run.  On average, 
18 volunteers serve during each of their four service times 
each week. If you are interested in volunteering, you can 
contact Project 66 directly or contact FUMC’s Project 66 
volunteer, Jim Brungardt at jfbrun1@cox.net.

As part of Edmond FUMC’s partnership with Project 66, we 
will be hosting a Project 66 Benefit Auction on Saturday, 
August 3 at 10 am.  The event will feature an auction of 
used goods as well as a silent auction of baked goods and 
pies. The money raised from the event will go to back to 
school packs and Thanksgiving meals at Project 66.  

You can help make the Benefit Auction a success by either 
donating items (no clothing please) for the auction, or 
baking goods for the silent auction.  If you are interested in 
donating, contact Jim at jfbrun1@cox.net.  

SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY GALA
Join Skyline for An Evening with Ron Hall: Workin’ Our 
Way Home at The National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum on Friday, August 9. Skyline is delighted for Ron 
Hall to be our speaker at this event. Ron is a screenwriter 
and producer of the movie version of his first book, Same 
Kind of Different as Me. 

Pre-event, VIP “Meet the Author” and book signing begin at 
5:30. Registration and cash bar open at 6:30 pm. Dinner will 
be served at 7:00 pm. with program beginning at 7:45.

The proceeds from this evening will go toward providing 
clothing, food and eye care to those who live in the shadows 
of Oklahoma City’s skyline. Our goal for this event is to raise 
$100,000, 50% of all proceeds above that amount will be 
dedicated for Outreach to the Homeless.

You can learn more about Skyline and the services they 
provide by visiting www.skylineurbanministry.org.

To purchase tickets, contact Karen Hudgens at 918-906-
4977, or Joe Leonard at 341-5895, or visit the Skyline 
website.  Tickets are only available until August 7. 
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BACKPACK BLESSING
Start the school year off with a Backpack Blessing in one of our services 
on August 11! After our 11 am service, we will have a Mobile Day Camp 
preview from noon to 3 pm featuring some of the great games they have: 
archery, a water slide, obstacle course, bubble soccer and more!  Hot dogs 
and drinks will be for sale so you won’t be hungry.  The event is free and 
open to the public, so invite a friend or two to bring with you!

SIGN UP AT FUMCEDMOND.ORG 
OR CALL 341-0107

DID YOU MISS YOUR CHANCE TO GET YOUR PHOTO?
This is your last call to have your photo included in the 2019 FUMC Photo 
Directory!  If you wish to be included in the directory, and haven’t had 
your photo taken, your last chance to do so is July 17 and 18.  Make your 
appointment at www.fumcedemond.org or call the church office at 341-
0107.

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, July 13  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday 
for a delicious breakfast with scrambled 
eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic 
speaker.

SENIOR CONNECTION CLOTHING 
DRIVE RESULTS
Last month, the Senior Connection collected 
clothing donations for the homeless and 
the Hope Center in Edmond.  Many people 
brought donations, and we were blown 
away by the response!  We received more 
than 4,000 pounds of clothing!  Of that, 
2,154 pounds were donated to the Hope 
Center, 165 pounds were set out during 
the weekly Street Outreach for those who 
might need it, and more than 900 pounds 
of clothing remain in our storage area 
awaiting a new season.  

A big thank you to all who donated!  

THANK YOU!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JULY 11                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC

SATURDAY, JULY 13                                                         _                 
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast

SUNDAY, JULY 14                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JULY 15                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 16                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17                                                                      
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (July 7, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 164
Worship Service – 9:45 am 43
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 83
Worship Service – 11:00 am 142
Nursery 6

Total 438
Sunday School 205
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