
A DIFFICULT SUBJECT
This week’s lectionary reading from the Hebrew Bible (or 
Old Testament) is Lamentations 3:22-33.  This particular 
book of the Bible is not considered light reading.  The name 
comes from the word “Lament” which according to www.
merriam-webster.com means “to express sorrow, mourning, 
or regret for often demonstratively.”  This book was likely 
written during the Exile in the 6th Century before the birth 
of Christ.  The people had suffered the loss of their capitol 
city in Jerusalem as well as the Temple where Jewish people 
made pilgrimage to worship God.

The loss was such a theological blow that the author of 
Lamentations (often linked to Jeremiah) tries to see where 
the people may have brought this on themselves.  One of 
the answers to a large-scale calamity seemed to be, “God is 
angry with us.”

However, the third chapter, which we’ll be exploring, shows 
why the Bible is so rich.  It is actually a chapter of hope 
and counters God’s anger with the claim that God “does 
not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.” (Lamentations 3:33, 
NRSV).

This Sunday, we will look at how we can find hope in the 
face of trouble.  My sermon title will be “God Loves Me Even 
if the Evidence Doesn’t Agree.”

Side note: Edmond First United Methodist Church youth 
(and many adults) will be at our main church camp, Camp 
Spark this week.  It is held at Canyon Camp – our closest 
United Methodist campground.  One of the reasons I still 
attend camp is that this is a wonderful time to get to know 
a large number of our church members (our church sends 
the largest number of campers by far).  Please be in prayer 
for all of us.  It is a time for fellowship but also for spiritual 
direction and maturity.  My hope is that our youth will be 
closer to God and closer to one another (their neighbors) 
and that this will translate into a deeper sense of faith.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
The photo above is from 2017 Camp Spark.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  June  28 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential. 

ALLIES IN ACTION
Sharing God’s love with all God’s children
Friends and family members of the LGBT+ community,  
we would love for you to join us for vital conversation on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in room 316.  
All are welcome as we learn and grow together.

HYMN FESTIVAL & MISSION DINNER RESULTS
Thanks to the generosity of many, we raised $836.00 
for our missionary in Puerto Rico at last Sunday’s Hymn 
Festival and Mission Dinner!  It certainly was fun for us 
to come together as a congregation over joyful worship 
and a good meal.  Look for other opportunities to 
support our missions—both here at home and abroad—
in the coming months.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th 
after the 11am service and will return home on August 
11th in the evening. Our work will include sheetrocking, 
trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we have 
been asked to bring our own tools. For safety and liability 
issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 years of 
age and up! The cost for each person to go is $300. If you 
have any questions or would like to sign up feel free to 
email nellie@fumcedmond.org. This trip will be led by 
Nellie Koeblin and Associate Pastor Don Vaught.

KIDS CAMP SIGN-UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps available for 
kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon in July. Children 
entering into first and second grade will attend camp July 
21-22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The 
cost is $192.00. You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

THANK YOU
…to everyone who helped to make the Hymn Festival 
and dinner a success!  The Adult Choir is now on a well-
deserved break and will return to the choir loft on Sunday, 
August 5.  This is a great time to think about joining in the 
fun—do contact me (andrew@fumcedmond.org) if you’re 
interested in joining us come August.

GRATEFUL FOR OUR FREEDOM
Since July 4 falls on a Wednesday, we’ll remember it 
the following Sunday, July 8 during worship.  While 
Independence Day is not a church holiday, it is fitting that 
we give God thanks for our freedom and pray for those who 
continue to live under tyranny throughout the world.
 
A MULTI-CULTURAL JULY
With the Adult Choir on summer recess, July is a wonderful 
time to revisit familiar hymns of the faith while exploring 
some neat songs and hymns from across the globe.  Every 
week during July, we’ll be learning a catchy “call & response” 
song from our wonderful hymnal supplement The Faith We 
Sing.  I hope you’ll come to church every week in July with 
an open heart ready to join your voices with Christians 
throughout the world. 

The youth are at Camp Spark this week. Please be 
praying for them and the adults as they experience 
God’s love this week!
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

SUMMER DAY CAMP AT FUMC EDMOND
Have you registered your child for Summer Day Camp?  We still have a few spots available for some amazing weeks of 
fun! 

July 9-12......................................................................................................................................  Stars and Stripes
July 16-19.................................................................................................................................................. Cooking
July 23-26.......................................................................................................................................... Imaginarium

VISIT FUMCEDMOND.ORG TO REGISTER TODAY!



The Messenger                         June 27, 2018

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
7:15 pm  Choir Party, Offsite

THURSDAY, JUNE 28                                                                        
10:00 am  “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JUNE 29                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JULY 1                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Evangelism Committee
12:00 pm Coffee With the Clergy, Reception Room

MONDAY, JULY 2                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 3                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 24, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 142
Worship Service – 9:45 am 35
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 105
Worship Service – 11:00 am 163
Nursery 18

Total 463


