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The Messenger

THE DIFFICULTY 
OF ONCOMING 
SUFFERING 
Lectionary Reading: 
Luke 9:51-62

Jesus loves me this 
I know, for the Bible 
tells me so.

This is what most 
people believe about 
Jesus maybe because 
we learned it through 
singing about it at 
a very young age.  
Through John Wesley, 
as Methodists, we 
believe that Jesus 
seeks us out even when 
we have strayed (prevenient grace).  We also get this through 
parables like the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan.  We 
understand that love is a difficult task and yet, we believe that 
the love of Jesus tries to overcome the barriers that we put 
before it.

So when we examine today’s reading, Jesus may seem a little 
foreign to us.  At least at first glance. 

Jesus has his face set toward Jerusalem.  We are not sure what 
this means but it carries a harsher tone to it.  It could be that 
Jesus had to steel himself to the difficulties of facing the cross.  It 
would not be an easy thing to embrace.  Whatever it meant, we 
see that the Samaritan village doesn’t receive him because of it. 

As we think of it today, we like to imagine that we would 
whole-heartedly embrace Jesus in the here and now.  If Jesus 
were to show up at our church, we would throw wide the 
doors and give him our best!  But if his face were set toward 
Jerusalem – if he had prepared himself to suffer and die – 
I’m not so sure he would be such good company.  He would 
likely challenge us to say the least and while some may be 
up for the challenge, there are likely those who would find 
something “better” to do with their time.

We do see Jesus rebuke his disciples for seeking to punish the 
town.  He hasn’t lost his compassion, he’s just not as warm 
as he has appeared earlier in his life.  Then we encounter 

three people who 
seek to follow Jesus to 
Jerusalem.  Jesus either 
discourages them or 
breaks down their 
excuses.  The death of 
a parent seems pretty 
valid and we wonder at 
the tact of our Lord in 
this instance.

We want to excuse 
Jesus for this and so 
we invent back-story 
that is not in the text:

The man’s father 
wasn’t dead yet and so 
his commitment was 
vague

 The man’s father lived in another town and this was a way 
for him to beg off

 The man’s inheritance would add duties that would never 
allow him to leave

It is not a bad thing to speculate on the text.  I make a living at 
it.  But we must be careful not to read into it what it doesn’t 
actually say.

What we do know is that following Jesus must be prioritized for 
it to be effective.  There are times when the call of our Lord is 
convenient and it fits with what we want to do anyway.  There 
are also times when it is the opposite of convenient.  I think the 
difficulty of the text (and why we sympathize with those who 
fall away) is that we are not entirely sure that we would be able 
to pursue discipleship during these same moments.

Join us for worship on Sunday as we wrestle with this 
scripture!  And yes, Jesus loves you!

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. 
Photo by Sandy via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

 Sometimes we have to contemplate what our discipleship looks like.
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, June 28  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC
Are you ready? He does it all! Sings everything and 
plays all kinds of instruments. Matt Blagg is coming 
to Senior Connection Friday, June 28 at 6 pm in the 
CAC. Come for wonderful meal, entertainment and 
socializing. 

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  June 27 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Rev. Don Vaught, 
sharing will be kept confidential.
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MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: SENIOR 
CONNECTION AND THE CLOTHING DRIVE
Senior Connection is a First United Methodist Church 
organization for seniors over 50! It is an ideal place for 
meeting new friends and a wonderful place for an evening 
of fun and socializing. Dinner and entertainment are 
provided the 4th Friday of each month (except November 
and December), and begins with dinner at 6 pm in the 
Christian Activity Center.

Some of our activities include numerous worthwile 
community and church projects ($4,210 was donated in 
2018). We also sponsor making pillow cases for children in 
the cancer ward at the OU Medical Center (we made 220 
in 2018). There are also one-day trips planned around the 
state of Oklahoma.

During the month of June, Senior Connection is sponsoring 
a clothing drive for the homeless and those in need in our 
area. Some collected items will be used in helping those 
who come to our Street Outreach Ministry every Tuesday 
and The remainder of the items will be taken to the Hope 
Center, where they serve homeless and people in need in 
our area. Some of the items collected will be used in their 
Thrift Store (the money made at the Thrift Store goes to 
buying paper products and food items for those in need.)

If you have gently used and clean spring /summer clothing 
to donate, please bring them to the foyer or Wesley Hall. A 
few needed items are:

Socks
Shoes for walking, light weight jackets
Straw hats
Baseball hats
Clothing of all sizes

It is not necessary to be a member of our church to 
participate in Senior Connection activities  and we invite you 
to come join us. If you are interested or have any questions 
please feel free to contact Carol Crisp at 341-4014.

Join us Sunday at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary for a choir 
concert/fundraiser! All money raised goes to support the 
choir scholarships. Choir scholarship students and/or music 
interns have been a vital part of FUMC’s Music Ministry. 
Through the program, students are able to learn and engage 
in worship, offering there musical gifts and experience to 
enhance our choirs. We are thankful for their contributions 
and look for a successful fundraiser on Sunday so we can 
continue to grow and expand this ministry.
Thank you and we’ll see you Sunday!
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June 25, 2019

Dear First Church Family,

In 2016 our church finished some significant additions and remodeling of our facilities.  The cost of that project was nearly $3.8 Million.  However, due to your generous contributions we only required a bank loan of a little more than $1.8 Million to finish that construction. Since March 2016, we have made budgeted payments on the loan and additional payments of principal from extra designated contributions. The current remaining balance on the note is approximately $1.5 Million.  When the loan was negotiated the best interest rate we could obtain required that we finance a 20-year loan with the rate only guaranteed for five years. This type of loan would require a “balloon” payment of the remaining balance at the end of the five-year period or require that we refinance the loan at that time.

Due to a very favorable loan environment, the finance committee has decided to refinance the remaining balance now with a new loan having a 15-year interest rate guarantee which will eliminate the uncertainty of the loan market when the balloon payment would be due. We anticipate that the new loan will be finalized in about 3 weeks. 

Any contributions made in the next few weeks towards the remaining principal of the existing loan will reduce the monthly payment that will be required going forward. Please consider making a contribution to help reduce our future loan payments. Every $100,000 in contributions that we receive will reduce the required payment by approximately $700 per month. That money will be freed up to help fund ministries and other needs of the church.
 
Please send your contribution to the church office or place in the offering plate on Sunday and mark it as “Debt Payment”. If you prefer to make your contribution electronically, please contact Aimee Hallenbeck in the church office at 405-341-0107 and she will assist you.
 
Sincerely,

Bill Turner
Finance Committee Chairperson
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26                                                                      
Camp Spark
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JUNE 27                                                                      
Camp Spark
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JUNE 28                                                     _                 
Camp Spark  |  Children’s Camp
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC

SATURDAY, JUNE 29                                                                      
LEAD Youth Camp  |  Children’s Camp
2:00 pm  Directory Photos, M 313 & 314

SUNDAY, JUNE 30                                                                              
LEAD Youth Camp  |  Children’s Camp
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JULY 1                                                                        
LEAD Youth Camp
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 111B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JULY 2                                                                        
LEAD Youth Camp
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3                                                                      
LEAD Youth Camp
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 23, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 155
Worship Service – 9:45 am 33
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 70
Worship Service – 11:00 am 185
Nursery 12

Total 455
Sunday School 180

5099422

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Sandra & Clay 
Schrimsher joined 
FUMC by transfer from 
another denomination 
on Sunday.


