
NEVER TELL ME THE ODDS 
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 
17:32-49 (NRSV)

Recently, our family went 
to see the new Star Wars 
movie, Solo.  While it has 
received mixed reviews, we 
all enjoyed it thoroughly.  I 
think for me, it had to do 
with director Ron Howard’s 
nod to the nostalgic 
revisiting of a beloved 
character.  Han Solo first 
came alive for me as a child 
and the bravado that he 
characterized captured not 
only my interest but that 
of the country.  His second 
big screen appearance (I’m 
not counting the Christmas 
special) in The Empire 
Strikes Back only added 
to his popularity.  One of 
my favorite lines in this 
movie was when they were 
trying to escape from the Empire in their starship, the 
Millennium Falcon.  They were frantically working 
on their engines when they get hit by a large thump.  
They find out that they are entering an asteroid belt.  
Instead of flying away from it, Han Solo flies directly 
into it, declaring, “They would be crazy to follow us!”  
At this point, the android C-3PO tells Solo that the odds 
of successfully navigating an asteroid field are 3,720 to 
1 to which he replies, “Never tell me the odds!”

What he means is that he has already made up his 
mind to do it and doesn’t want any negativity ruining 
his confidence in his ability to succeed!

In this week’s scripture reading, we have this wonderful 

story that predates Star Wars 
by about three millennia.  
David and Goliath have 
transcended the Bible and 
are a part of our culture.  To 
be a substantial underdog 
in a sports contest is often 
referred to as a David versus 
Goliath matchup.  We talk 
about defeating our Goliaths 
in reference to any large 
problem we may be facing.

As we re-read the story, we 
see that David had a certain 
amount of confidence of 
his own!  He recounts his 
own prowess in dispatching 
lions and bears (oh, my!).  
He refers to Goliath as an 
“uncircumcised Philistine” 
showing his disdain for the 
foreigner rather than respect 
for his size and ability.  And 
then, like any good hero, 
he follows through on his 

promises.

This Sunday, we will revisit this old, old story.  We will 
see how it continues to live on for us today and how 
our confidence in taking on problems should have a 
little bravado in it.  I hope you’ll join us for worship and 
if you can’t make it in person, join us for our livestream 
or catch it later on the archives!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.
Photo of “Han Solo” is a copyrighted promotional image used 
under the Fair Use license.
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, June 22  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC
The Senior Connection presents Ric Gorden, Singing 
Music With a Message, on June 22, in the Christian 
Activity Center. Dinner starts at 6:00 pm and we are 
having ham, baked beans, potato salad and dessert. 
You won’t want to miss out on an evening of fun, 
entertainment & dinner. Come and enjoy visiting with 
friends and making new friends. 

NOISY OFFERING THIS SUNDAY 
Bring your change with you this Sunday, June 24, and 
watch for the Blue Buckets.  Our FUMC kids will collect 
change for the Hope Center during the Children’s 
Moment.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th 
after the 11am service and will return home on August 
11th in the evening. Our work will include sheetrocking, 
trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we have 
been asked to bring our own tools. For safety and liability 
issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 years of 
age and up! The cost for each person to go is $300. If you 
have any questions or would like to sign up feel free to 
email nellie@fumcedmond.org. This trip will be led by 
Nellie Koeblin and Associate Pastor Don Vaught.

KIDS CAMP SIGN-UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps available for 
kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon in July. Children 
entering into first and second grade will attend camp July 
21-22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The 
cost is $192.00. You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

HYMN FESTIVAL
This Sunday, June 24 at 4:00, the adult choir and handbell 
choir will be teaming up to present a Hymn Festival, 
entitled: “With One Voice, A Celebration of Hymnody 
Through the Ages.”  This experience will reflect on the 
important and unique role that congregational song has 
played in the history and growth of the church by tracing 
the development of hymns from the earliest chants to 
ecumenical favorites of today. An all-church BBQ dinner 
will follow in the gym to benefit our missionary.  Do plan on 
coming ready to sing!

SAVE THE DATES!
Our Hymn Festival is only the beginning of our annual 
summer music series!  Mark your calendars for the annual 
organ recital on Sunday, July 15 at 3:00, and our all-church 
concert/talent show on Sunday August 19 at 3:00.  More 
details to follow! 

The youth are headed to Canyon Camp for a week 
spent at Camp Spark. 51 youth and adults will enjoy 
the week of June 25th-29th in the Canyon worshiping 
together, meeting new friends, seeing old friends, hik-
ing, playing games, and swimming. Please be in prayer 
for these youth and adults as they continue their walk 
with Christ. 

June 20th |  6pm-8pm
Volleyball and Games  *Eat dinner before you come.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

SUMMER DAY CAMP AT FUMC EDMOND
Have you registered your child for Summer Day Camp?  We still have a few spots 
available for some amazing weeks of fun! 

June 25-28 ................................................................................ Secret Agent
July 9-12.............................................................................  Stars and Stripes
July 16-19......................................................................................... Cooking
July 23-26.................................................................................. Imaginarium

Visit fumcedmond.org to register today!

“WITH ONE VOICE, A CELEBRATION OF HYMNODY THROUGH THE AGES.”

A WORD ABOUT OUR 
MISSIONARY
Carmen Perez Rios is 
serving Puerto Rico, an 
island in definite need. 
She has said “There are 
multiple areas where 
we can impact this island positively.” 
Several VIM teams have served this 
island in need, but there is much that 
still needs to be done.

After our Hymn Fest Sunday, come over 
and eat with us and consider making a 
donation to this much needed ministry. 
Any donated money will help not only 
in their rebuilding effort but serving 
the marginalized groups that reside 
there.

We will be serving homemade pulled 
pork for sandwiches or just eating, 
homemade coleslaw, homemade 
desserts, chips, pickles, carrots and 
celery.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am  ICE Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116 B
1:00 pm  UMW  Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JUNE 21                                                                        
7:00 pm   Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, JUNE 22                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s CircleE, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JUNE 24                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Hymn Festival, Sanctuary
5:00 pm  Missions Dinner, CAC Gym

MONDAY, JUNE 25                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JUNE 26                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
7:15 pm  Choir Party, Offsite

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 10, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 168
Worship Service – 9:45 am 52
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 68
Worship Service – 11:00 am 185
Nursery 18

Total 491


