
June 14, 2017  •  Volume 29, Issue 23

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s    P. O .  B o x  3 9 0 ,  E d m o n d ,  O K   7 3 0 8 3
P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s    3 0 5  E .  H u r d ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 3 4

P h o n e  4 0 5 - 3 4 1 - 0 1 0 7   |   F a x  4 0 5 - 3 4 8 - 7 9 2 1
W e b  w w w. f u m c e d m o n d . o r g   |   E m a i l  i n f o @ f u m c e d m o n d . o r g

The Messenger

BEING A WORTHY HOST  
Lectionary Scripture Reading: Matthew 
9:35-10:15 (NRSV)

The part of this passage that used to 
disturb me was where Jesus told his 
disciples to “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles” as he sent them out.

If the mission of Jesus was only to 
the Jews, then we, as Gentiles, seem 
to be second-class citizens in the 
Kingdom of God.  For me, this lacks 
congruence with the overall message 
of “God so loved the world...”  Of 
course, the latter is from John rather 
than Matthew.  However, Matthew 
also has more universal appeal with 
the parable of the sower who scatters 
seeds indiscriminately.

Matthew’s is the only gospel that includes 
the curtain of the temple being torn when Jesus dies 
which indicates that which had separated us from God 
is now gone.  The separation of the sheep and the goats 
in Matthew seems to point more toward morals than it 
does nationality when looking at righteousness.

And so, it is a little confusing to see the distinction Jesus 
makes here between Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles.

I believe that this has to do with training.

Out of these three groups, which one would have 
received the proper example of Abraham and Sarah? 
When Jesus mentions Sodom and Gomorrah, it 
becomes apparent that this era is being referenced.  
The story of Sodom and Gomorrah follows the story 
of the hospitality of Abraham and Sarah in Genesis as 
two contrasting examples of how human beings should 
interact with strangers.

The lost sheep of the house of Israel should know the 
correct way to treat his disciples who are coming with 

nothing on them but the shirts on their backs.  So this 
stipulation seems to be for the benefit of his followers 
rather than a hierarchy of the worthy.

If this is the case, what does it say about the expectations 
of Jesus for the church today regarding hospitality?

I’m looking forward to unpacking this passage in more 
detail during Sunday’s sermon which is entitled, “You 
Know What You Are Supposed to Do.”

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.
blogspot.com/

Photo by Alan Levine via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license. 

My grandmother always used to have a piece of pie 
or cobbler waiting for us when we came to visit. 

I think she would have understood how to receive the disciples.
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CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, June 16 | 10 am  |  Main Room 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you  have a church and a cancer support group 
that is  there for you! Items discussed will be 
confidential.  Come find out more about fellowship, 
increased  awareness, healing, optimism, 
strength, understanding and growing together.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
The Adult Choir and Adult Handbell choir present their 
annual summer concert: “Our Favorites” on Sunday, 
June 25 at 3:00 in the sanctuary.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, June 22 | 10 am | Main Building, Rm 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, June 23 | 6 pm | CAC
The Senior Connection presents the Killing Time Band.  
Get out your dancing shoes and join us for country, 
rock & roll, and blues & jazz! A dinner of Barbecue, 
ham, baked beans and more will be served. Don’t 
forget to bring your song requests and a friend!

BIRTHDAY PARTY
Join us for the 95th birthday celebration of Chester 
Cline on June 25 1:30 - 3:00, come & go, Edmond 
Masonic Lodge, 1026 N Boulevard.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

SUMMER CAMP COLLECTION
We are collecting items for Summer Camp.  Items can 
be dropped off at the welcome desk in the Christian 
Activity Center.
• empty plastic 
   water bottles
• cotton balls
• empty jelly jars
• empty peanut 
    butter jars
• empty pickle jars
• straws
• mason jars

• liquid starch
• cardboard egg 
    cartons
• paper towel rolls
• toilet paper rolls
• empty 20 oz. 
    Soda bottles
• 2-Liter bottles

Camp Spark
We will meet in the South parking lot at 11:30 am. We 
will return around 3pm on Friday. Your child will need 
money for lunch on the way to camp and on the way 
home. Please make sure you pack a superhero costume 
or shirt to wear on Wednesday at camp. Parents, be 
watching your email for a packing list and more details.

UPCOMING EVENTS
No youth June 14th or 18th 



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS STUDIES
Adult Sunday school classes are offered Sundays from 
9:45-10:45 am. Although most of our classes have a 
wide variety of age levels, they do have a median age 
that fits into young, middle or senior adult categories. 
Below is a list of our current adult Sunday School Classes 
and current study schedule.

• Bible Study (Main Building, Room 116B)   
    - Romans

• Bridge Builders (CAC, Room 107)
      - Creed by Adam Hamilton

• Cornerstone  (CAC, Room 208)
     - Adam Hamilton: Half-truths

• Emmanuel (Main Building, Room 315)
      - Isaiah

• Faith Experience (Main Building, Room 316)
      - Christianity and World Religions by Adam Hamilton

• Family Matters (Main Building, Room 314)

• Footsteps (Main Building, Room 111B)
     - Acts with leaders Kay and Rev. Roger Pitt

• Genesis (Main Building, Room 313)     
      - Romans 

• Good News (Main Building, Room 118B)
     - “How is Your Soul?” by Judah Smith

• Inquirers (Main Building, Room 114B)
     - James Moore’s “When You’re a Christian” 

• Journey Class (Main, Room 115B)
       - Adam Hamilton’s “Creed”

• Open Door (Main Building, Room 317)
     - The book of Acts

• Pathfinders (CAC, Room 209)
       - “The Way- Walking in the Footsteps”

• Sojourners (Main, 104B)
     - “The Life of Jacob” 

• Young Adults (CAC, Room 108)
    - The “I AM” statements of Christ

For a full class description, please visit our website 
at www.fumcedmond.org.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

 Since last August, the Adult Choir has learned 
and presented 47 distinct pieces of music to 
share for worship. That’s not even counting the 
oratorio “The Seven Last Words of Christ” they 
sang on Good Friday! This year, for the annual 
summer music concert, we’re teaming up with 
the Handbell Choir to present: “Our Favorites”.

A few weeks ago, choir members were asked to 
vote on their favorites and I must say, the sheer 
variety encouraged me. I also must note that 
they picked all their hardest repertoire!

That said, please plan to celebrate another 
wonderful year of music making by attending 
the concert on Sunday, June 25 at 3:00 in the 
sanctuary! We hope that our favorites will be 
some of your favorites too. 

THANK YOU
A BIG thank you to everyone who helped with Vacation Bible 
School this year!  We had over 200 children participate.  We 
could not have done with out all of our fabulous volunteers.  
Whether you worked in a classroom, decorated a hall, or 
donated recycled items we appreciate all that you did!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, June 14                                                                       
All Day  Growing in Grace Camp
All Day  JEM Camp
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, June 15                                                                         
All Day  JEM Camp

Friday, June 16                                                                         
All Day  JEM Camp
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

Saturday, June 17                                                                              
All Day  Sonshine Camp, Canyon Camp

Sunday, June 18                                                                              
All Day  Sonshine Camp, Canyon Camp 
All Day  Father’s Day
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Monday, June 19                                                                               
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, June 20                                                                           
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, June 21                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Summer Camp, CAC
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE June 11, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 196
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 75
Worship Service – 11:00 am 199
Nursery 10

Total 470
Sunday School 241

DID YOU MISS SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 
SUNDAY?
If you missed the Serve The Lord With Gladness event on 
Sunday, May 21, it’s not too late to pick up a booklet to 
find a serving opportunity and sign up!  Booklets are avail-
able in the foyer or on the website at fumcedmond.org.


