
NOT THE NUMBER ONE 
DRAFT PICK 
Lectionary Reading for Sunday: 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 (NRSV)

This passage is rich for a lot of 
reasons.  I like how at the end of 
chapter 15, we see God regret 
some previous decisions.  This 
may raise a lot of theological 
questions on God’s knowledge 
of the future.  It even may 
allow people to query if God is 
infallible or not.  There’s a lot 
packed into that one sentence.

I also like the conversation 
between God and Samuel.  
Samuel is worried that he 
will be killed for treason if 
he anoints another man king 
while Saul is still on the throne.  
God works out his cover story 
for him!  This dialogue would 
not be available to everyone of 
that time.  They would have only 
seen Samuel as the sly old man who is working in a 
revolutionary manner by throwing his weight behind a 
new monarch. 

But maybe the best part of the story is the exposure of 
our preconceived ideas.  God does not look as mortals 
do (such as outward appearance) but God looks upon the 
heart.  Samuel and the rest have a good idea who they 
think will be the next king.  God’s candidate is definitely a 
dark horse!  But we see that God does know more about 
the future than we do as David eventually becomes the 
standard by which all other Israelite kings are measured.

We all like a good underdog story.

Now that the NBA finals have wrapped up, Thunder 
fans are looking to free agency and the draft (even 
though we don’t have a first round pick this year).  
My favorite NBA player is probably John Starks.  For 
full disclosure, this is largely because we are both 
alumni of Oklahoma State.  However, Starks for me 
rises ahead of other noteworthy players not because 

of his talent but because of his 
story.  Originally from Tulsa, 
Starks was only at OSU for a 
year after bouncing around 
several colleges.  He was not 
drafted when he finished his 
college eligibility.  He played 
during the summer and in 
the now-defunct CBA which 
were all minor leagues.  He 
was bagging groceries in Tulsa 
between college and the NBA.  
Probably, he is most famous for 
his dunk over Horace Grant and 
Michael Jordan in the Eastern 
Conference finals when the 
New York Knicks were playing 
the Chicago Bulls in 1993.  
Now, John Starks is not even in 
the same ballpark (so to speak) 
as Michael Jordan and maybe 
that is why that particular play 
was so memorable (to Knick fans 

anyway).  For many, this seemed 
like David and Goliath - at least as 
far as athletic talent goes.

Starks is one more underdog story. There are lots of them.

They remind us that the most talented or the richest 
don’t always win.  Sometimes people have something 
in them that allows them to overcome people with 
greater ability.  As we think about this spiritually, we 
would say that God’s grace is available to all people.  
This levels the playing field in a way that nothing else 
does.  It means that we each have the possibility to 
thrive and succeed.

While not everyone may see your potential, we believe 
that God does. 

Sometimes that’s all we need.

In Christ,
Sam

Photo by Alicia Griffin via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license. 
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 Underdog was also a cartoon character
in the 1970’s that evidently is still recognizable!
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CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, June 15 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together. 

SENIOR CONNECTION ONE-DAY TRIP
Tuesday, June 19  |  9:00 am
The Senior Connection is planning a one-day trip to 
Tulsa, June 19, leaving the church at 9:00 a.m.  We 
are going to tour two historical churches, Boston 
Avenue Methodist and First United Methodist Church, 
and have lunch.  The tours are free.  In order to plan 
transportation (church bus, etc.) we need an idea how 
many are going.  If interested, please call Carol Crisp at 
341-4014 as soon as possible. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
June 20 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939. 

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, June 22  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC
The Senior Connection presents Ric Gorden, Singing 
Music With a Message, on June 22, in the Christian 
Activity Center. Dinner starts at 6:00 pm and we are 
having ham, baked beans, potato salad and dessert. 
You won’t want to miss out on an evening of fun, 
entertainment & dinner. Come and enjoy visiting with 
friends and making new friends. 

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th 
after the 11am service and will return home on August 
11th in the evening. Our work will include sheetrocking, 
trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we have 
been asked to bring our own tools. For safety and liability 
issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 years of 
age and up! The cost for each person to go is $300. If you 
have any questions or would like to sign up feel free to 
email nellie@fumcedmond.org. This trip will be led by 
Nellie Koeblin and Associate Pastor Don Vaught.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

A NEW DOXOLOGY
Just as the United Methodist “Book of Discipline” serves 
as a rule and guide to our church polity, the “Book of 
Worship” is a resource that pastors and musicians within 
the denomination use to ensure that our worship services 
are theologically sound and consistently creative.  One of 
the suggestions it makes is to periodically change service 
music to keep worship fresh and vibrant.

With that in mind, starting this Sunday and continuing until the 
fall, we’ll be singing a new song as the gifts from our offering 
are presented at the altar entitled “Bless Thou the Gifts” (UMH 
# 587).  I fully realize that many of you have memorized our 
standard doxologies (aka “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
Flow”) and that this might be a minor shock to your musical 
system.  So, at all three services, the choir or a cantor will be 
teaching it to you at the beginning of the service.

I pray that this slight but profound change will add a new 
dimension to our worship, and don’t worry, you’ll have this 
new one memorized in no time! 

HYMN FESTIVAL
Don’t forget that on Sunday, June 24 at 4:00, the adult 
choir and handbell choir will be teaming up to present a 
hymn festival, entitled: “With One Voice, A Celebration 
of Hymnody Through the Ages.”  This unique service will 
trace the development of hymns from the earliest chants 
to ecumenical favorites of today. An all-church mission 
fundraiser dinner will follow in the gym.  Dinner and a 
show—what more could you ask for!

SAVE THE DATES!
Our Hymn Festival is only the beginning of our annual 
summer music series!  Mark your calendars for the annual 
organ recital on Sunday, July 15 at 3:00, and our all-church 
concert/talent show on Sunday August 19 at 3:00.  More 
details to follow! 
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

KIDS CAMP SIGN-UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps 
available for kids. We will be going to Camp 
Canyon in July. Children entering into first 
and second grade will attend camp July 21-
22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering 
grades three through five will attend 
Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The cost 
is $192.00. You can sign up here: https://
okcamps.campbrainregistration.com

SUMMER DAY CAMP AT FUMC EDMOND
Have you registered your child for Summer Day Camp?  We still have a few spots 
available for some amazing weeks of fun! 

June 18-21...........................................................................................  Animal Planet
June 25-28 ................................................................................ Secret Agent
July 9-12.............................................................................  Stars and Stripes
July 16-19......................................................................................... Cooking
July 23-26.................................................................................. Imaginarium

Visit fumcedmond.org to register today!

PELICAN BAY VBS PARTY
Please join us this Sunday from 6:30-
8:30 at Pelican Bay Aquatic Center to 
celebrate a successful Vacation Bible 
School. All are welcome to attend.

“WITH ONE VOICE, A CELEBRATION OF HYMNODY THROUGH THE AGES.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am  Sleeping Mat Training Session, M 111B
6:00 pm   VBS, CAC
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JUNE 14                                                                        
6:00 pm   VBS, CAC

FRIDAY, JUNE 15                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:oo am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SUNDAY, JUNE 17                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JUNE 18                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JUNE 19                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
6:30 pm  Preschool Meeting, M 316

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116 B
1:00 pm  UMW  Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 10, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 187
Worship Service – 9:45 am 48
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 69
Worship Service – 11:00 am 168
Nursery 20

Total 492
Sunday School 202


