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The Messenger

WHAT’S IN A PHRASE?

Last week, there was some stir as to 
Pope Francis changing a phrase from 
the Lord’s Prayer.  The line, “And lead 
us not into temptation” was changed 
to “do not abandon us to temptation.”

This has garnered some attention and 
some anxiety for those who hold the 
prayer dear to their hearts.

To be specific, Pope Francis did not 
change the language.  It was proposed 
by an Italian bishops’ conference 
of the Roman Catholic Church and 
this was approved by the Apostolic 
See which includes Pope Francis but may also include other 
Vatican officials.  For United Methodist context, this would be 
like a theological study of the church similar to Wonder, Love 
and Praise proposed by the Faith and Order Committee but 
then approved by the General Conference.  Of course, a big 
difference here is that this new United Methodist study has 
not been used in worship for generations!

Pope Francis in the past has called into question the theological 
stance of asking God to “lead us not into temptation” in that 
it might lead us to believe that God “pushes me toward 
temptation to see how I fall.”    If we believe that God does 
lead us into temptation as part of a spiritual experiment, this 
seems to stand against the fundamental notion of God’s grace 
and love that we receive in Jesus Christ.

Some may wonder if this will cause us to change how we utilize 
the prayer in our local worship.  This particular change is Roman 
Catholic in scope and is specifically for churches that speak 
Italian.  The English speaking Catholics have not addressed this 
particular phrase in their liturgical use.  Protestants use their 
own liturgies that are approved by their own bodies.

While I utilize the United Methodist version of the Lord’s Prayer 
from our hymnal (#895) that includes the phrase, “lead us 
not into temptation” we actually have an Ecumenical version 
approved for our use if we wish (#894 in our UM Hymnal) 
which states “Save us from the time of trial”.

Some have berated Pope Francis for changing the prayer but if 
we look back to the original prayer of Jesus, we have to look at 

two similar but not identical prayers.  
Our liturgical prayer is patterned after 
Matthew 6:9-13 from the Sermon 
on the Mount.  But we also have a 
shorter version found in Luke 11:2-4.  
Liturgical worship is the work of the 
people.  How we express ourselves to 
God may change with the generations 
(our worship today is different from a 
service 100 years ago).  We may hope 
that some of the ways we express 
our devotion and worship would be 
constant.  There is a comfort we take 
from constancy in the midst of all the 
change we experience.  But the ideas 
we express in our worship vary just 
as human language varies.  I would 

say that this is why theology matters.  How we communicate 
about God matters for the people who still need to hear.  If I 
am only communicating about God in ways that I understand 
but have no regard for my neighbor’s hearing, then I may be 
doing a disservice to the Good News by placing my own need 
for familiarity above God’s call upon my life.

This Sunday, the liturgical church will recognize Trinity Sunday.  
This is doctrinal in nature in how we understand God from 
the basic Christian confession of God as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  The default for doctrinal sermons is frequently lecture, 
more lecture and then is followed by even more lecture.  
As a narrative preacher, I try to tell a story that leads us to 
understand doctrine more fully.  You’ll have to let me know if 
I’ve succeeded or not!

We’ll be looking at Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 from the lectionary.  
I hope you’ll join us either in person or online (and you can 
always go back and listen to the sermon later if you are unable 
to be present on Sunday).  Worship should be familiar as 
the familiar gives us spiritual comfort.  But Spiritual comfort 
should then give us strength to fulfill our mission to fully love 
God and our neighbors!  Tightropes are all about balance and 
moving forward.

In Christ,
Sam

Follow Sam’s Blog at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com. Photo by 
PaoNu via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons license. 

Pope Francis of the Roman Catholic Church.
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GUTHRIE FUMC HOSTING PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST
Saturday, June 15  |  8-10 am
The UMM will be caravaning to our sister church, 
Guthrie FUMC for their Pancake Breakfast.  The 
breakfast is a fundraiser to support youth camp 
ministries.  We will meet at the church at 7:30 am and 
caravan to Guthrie.  All those wishing to attend are 
welcome. 

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, June 28  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC
Are you ready? He does it all! Sings everything and 
plays all kinds of instruments. Matt Blagg is coming 
to Senior Connection Friday, June 28 at 6 pm in the 
CAC. Come for wonderful meal, entertainment and 
socializing. 
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MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: SENIOR 
CONNECTION AND THE CLOTHING DRIVE
Senior Connection is a First United Methodist Church 
organization for seniors over 50! It is an ideal place for 
meeting new friends and a wonderful place for an evening 
of fun and socializing. Dinner and entertainment are 
provided the 4th Friday of each month (except November 
and December), and begins with dinner at 6 pm in the 
Christian Activity Center.

Some of our activities include numerous worthwile 
community and church projects ($4,210 was donated in 
2018). We also sponsor making pillow cases for children in 
the cancer ward at the OU Medical Center (we made 220 
in 2018). There are also one-day trips planned around the 
state of Oklahoma.

During the month of June, Senior Connection is sponsoring 
a clothing drive for the homeless and those in need in our 
area. Some collected items will be used in helping those 
who come to our Street Outreach Ministry every Tuesday 
and The remainder of the items will be taken to the Hope 
Center, where they serve homeless and people in need in 
our area. Some of the items collected will be used in their 
Thrift Store (the money made at the Thrift Store goes to 
buying paper products and food items for those in need.)

If you have gently used and clean spring /summer clothing 
to donate, please bring them to the foyer or Wesley Hall. A 
few needed items are:

Socks
Shoes for walking, light weight jackets
Straw hats
Baseball hats
Clothing of all sizes

It is not necessary to be a member of our church to 
participate in Senior Connection activities  and we invite you 
to come join us. If you are interested or have any questions 
please feel free to contact Carol Crisp at 341-4014.
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UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS
Caregiver Support Group
June 19, July 17, August 21  |  3:30 pm  |  Room 316

Cancer Support Group
June 21, July 19, August 16  |  10:00 am  |  Foyer

Grief Support Group
June 27, July 25, August 22   |  10:00 am  |  Room 314

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2019
Kids 3 years through 2nd grade are invited to join in on the 
fun at FUMC’s Summer Day Camp! 
June 17-20                 Edible Engineering
June 24-27                 Splish Splash
July 8-11                     Super Heroes
July 15-18                   Backyard Bash
July 22-25                   Super Slimy
To register your child, visit fumcedmond.org.

Learn more and schedule your appointment at fumcedmond.org

SIGN UP NOW!

PHOTOS MUST BE TAKEN DURING THIS TIME TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  VBS, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JUNE 13                                                                      
6:00 pm  VBS, CAC

SATURDAY, JUNE 15                                                                      
8:00 am  Pancake Breakfast, Guthrie First UMC

SUNDAY, JUNE 16                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JUNE 17                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
2:00 pm  Directory Photos, M 313 & 314
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JUNE 18                                                                        
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry, Blvd & Campbell
2:00 pm  Directory Photos, M 313 & 314
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Summer Day Camp, CAC
9:00 am  Yoga, M 303
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
2:00 pm  Directory Photos, M 313 & 314
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (June 9, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 133
Worship Service – 9:45 am 27
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 61
Worship Service – 11:00 am 142
Nursery 6

Total 369

5099422

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Kiazan Moneypenny 
joined by transfer from 
Old Bridge UMC in 
Woodbridge, Virginia.


