
WHOEVER DOES NOT HAVE THE SON OF GOD DOES 
NOT HAVE LIFE
Today’s title is straight out of the lectionary.   1 John 5:9-13 
is the Epistle reading for Sunday and verse 12 makes this 
definitive statement.

John is not beating around the bush 
here.  He is telling it like it is.

Truth and lies are important themes 
that run throughout the letter and 
we see it in this reading.  It seems 
rather bold to say that if you don’t 
believe in Jesus, you are calling God 
a liar but that is what John says in 
verse 10.

If you combine that with the title, 
it seems to draw a line in the 
sand between believers and non-
believers.

This is written to the faithful for 
assurance in their faith as verse 13 
attests.  But the faithful know the 
whole story – or at least we should.

In our soundbite culture of 140 
characters or less, it becomes too 
easy to pick out verses like these in 
order to browbeat someone who 
doesn’t believe the way we do. 

Yet, John’s letter is richer than merely today’s reading and 
as the faithful, we should take these verses in context with 
the entire work. 

In the second chapter, verse six states that those who 
claim to abide in Christ “ought to walk just as he walked.”  
Of course, Jesus walked in humility and pulled the outside 
in and sometimes pushed the inside out.  He turned the 
world upside down and he was willing to die to do so.  If we 
are dividing the lines so easily between believer and non-
believer in order to hold the latter in disdain, the irony is 

that we are no longer walking as Jesus walked.

John’s letter also identifies God as love in the fourth chapter.  
As we understand spirituality in broader terms than today’s 

verses indicate, John states clearly 
in verse 16, “those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides 
in them.”  Even atheists have loving 
relationships.  Does this mean they 
approach God as they exemplify 
love even though they would not 
name it as such?

If we understand spirituality in this 
larger sense, we could say that God 
is most clearly seen when love is on 
display.  So in this sense, if the Son 
of God is also understood by love as 
we see his love for us, then when 
we do not love, we do not have life 
as today’s verse states. 

Loving seems to make up life as this 
epistle defines it.  Those who are 
not loving are not in Christ.  This 
seems to be the true meaning of 
today’s reading whether someone 
professes faith in Jesus or not.  As 
those who look through the lens 
of Christ, we are free to define the 
world as we see it. 

The faithful abide in God and so we start all conversations 
concerning truth with love.  This is not a sappy, undefined 
love but one that is sacrificial and challenging.  It is difficult 
but when it is realized, we see that eternity has already 
begun.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by philippe leroyer via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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The Messenger

 It is easier to deride someone than to 
love them but it is not as Christ-like. 



UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 12   |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on 
Saturday, May 12 for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic 
speaker, Derek Smithee.

Derek recently retired from the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
where he was the Water Quality 
Director. While working for the OWRB, The OKC bombing 
occurred leaving him injured. Derek will share his experiences 
related to the OKC bombing and how he and his Agency were 
affected and overcame this tragedy.
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YOUR SHOPPING MATTERS
This Mother’s Day, shop for Mom at smile.amazon.com/
ch/73-0744597 and Amazon donates to First United 
Methodist Church Edmond.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNIT MEETING 
AND SPRING LUNCHEON
Wednesday, May 16 | 1:00 p.m.  |  Wesley Hall
Guest Speaker is Debbie Humphrey of Cookson Hills 
Center. UMW members bring salads to share. Spring 
hats fun but optional. RSVP deadline is May 4 to your 
circle chairperson.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP- BEGINS IN APRIL
Wednesday, May 16 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939. 

MAY WITH TREY: UNTOLD STORIES OF JESUS
Join Pastor Trey the first two Wednesdays of May as we 
explore stories of Jesus contained outside of the Bible.  
Though these aren’t part of our canonical understanding 
of Jesus, what might we learn by hearing how other 
communities told stories about Jesus?

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 
5th after the 11am service. We will return home on 
August 11th in the evening. Throughout the week we 
will be doing hurricane relief. We will be doing things like 
putting up sheetrock, trim work, flooring, painting, and 
clean up. We have been asked to bring our own tools. For 
safety and liability issues, we ask that all volunteers are at 
least 15 years of age and up! The cost for each person to 
go is $300. If you have any questions or would like to sign 
up feel free to email nellie@fumcedmond.org.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

FUMC VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP
We are gearing up for VBS and need your help to make it 
another fabulous year! Below is a list of needs, can you 
help by donating some of these items?

• Skinny Christmas Trees
• EMPTY Cereal Boxes
• Woodland stuffed animals
• Newspaper
• Elmer’s White Glue
• White, Brown and Green 
     Spray Paint
• Masking Tape
• Sharpies
• Canoes/Kayaks
• Blue Streamers
• Little Tykes Log Cabin

• Brown, Blue, and Green  
     Butcher Paper
 • Wooden Crates
• “Please don’t feed the 
     animals” sign
• Lanterns
• Blue Plastic Table Cloths
• Green Plastic Table Cloths
• Liquid Starch 
• Pool noodles
• Fishing Rods
• Pine Cones

The youth are in the last week of their Methodist in 
Mission series. They will be hearing from Phyllis Ward 
about Ice Angels. She will share what Ice Angels does 
weekly, how our church is involved already, and how 
the youth can be involved with the ministry through 
out the year.



WE NEED HOST FAMILIES!
This summer our church is 
hosting Voyage Day Camp on 
our campus.  We are excited to 
partner with Oklahoma United 
Methodist Camps to offer an 
exciting  daycamp for families 
in our area.  We are looking 
for host homes to house 3 or 
more college students from 
June 2- June 9th.  We need 
enough host homes for 15 staff members (usually 5 homes depending on 
how many staff members each home can house). Each home should be 
willing to take a minimum of 3 staff. 
WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR IN A HOST FAMILY? 
   • Our staff will love that each family is unique. We’re looking for 
families that will invite us into their real lives (the kitchen doesn’t have 
to be spotless and your pets don’t have to be perfect). 
   • Willing to provide a place of rest and encouragement for the staff. 
   • Sleeping space in bedrooms or finished basements. We want to get 
as many staff off the floor as possible during our summer travels. 
   • Housing from Saturday evening arrival on June 2 through the 
following Saturday morning departure on June 9th. 
   • Families who can provide dinner on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. In general, staff will return to host homes by 5:30 
pm on those evenings.
   • Breakfast daily—Staff will need to eat breakfast before arriving on 
site at 7 am.  We realize mornings are crazy (and our staff get up early) 
so please provide something quick and simple for breakfast. Cereal, 
bagels, fruit, etc. are great options and can be left accessible if you are 
not around (or not quite out of bed!)

If you are interested in being a host home, please email megan@
fumcedmond,org to fill out the host home questionnaire.

The Messenger                            May 9, 2018

3

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

As the academic year comes to a close, so too does the 
choir season (well, most of the choirs… the adult choir will 
be singing in worship throughout June).  This Sunday, you’ll 
want to join us for worship to hear the Encore Choir wrap 
up their season at the 8:30 service while all three children’s 
choirs will conclude their year by singing at the 11:00 
service!  When you consider that the 9:45 & 10:50 services 
will both feature leadership by their respective ensembles, 
that amounts to six different choirs/ensembles participating 
at four distinct services.  Needless to say, we’re blessed 
to have an active and growing church that takes worship 
seriously!

Before we partake in this Sunday’s musical feast, I wanted 
to recognize a few folks who have offered invaluable help 

to make this season a success.  Kay Pitt has helped organize 
music and while providing valuable assistance and feedback 
throughout the year for the Encore Choir.  Karen Hudgens 
has creatively led the Cherub Choir (our youngest group) 
week after week.  One need only hear them sing once to 
realize that they are well trained and are already comfortable 
lifting their voices in worship!  Finally, Mary Beth & Molly 
Singleton, both gifted music educators, faithfully assist me 
with the Choristers and Cherub choirs.  Simply put, I have 
no idea how I’d be able to keep so many kids in line and 
active without Molly & Mary Beth!    

Our music ministry at FUMC strives to provide opportunities 
for everyone, regardless of age or skill level, to sing praises 
to God.  With that in mind, it’s time for you to contemplate 
joining us in the fall! 

KIDS CAMP SIGN-UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps 
available for kids. We will be going to Camp 
Canyon in July. Children entering into first 
and second grade will attend camp July 21-
22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering 
grades three through five will attend Growin’ 
In Grace July 16-18th.  The cost is $192.00. 
You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Trey Witzel
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MAY 10                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, MAY 11                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, MAY 12                                                                          
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, MAY 13                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, MAY 14                                                                              
9:15 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MAY 15                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting/luncheon, Wesley Hall
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Foster Care Information Class, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

MAY 9
Chick Fil A

MAY 16
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (May 6, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 160
Worship Service – 9:45 am 68
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 87
Worship Service – 11:00 am 208
Nursery 22

Total 545
Sunday School 178

Join us for the  Worship Service of 
Commissioning and Ordination with 

Bishop Nunn preaching on Wednesday, 
May 30 at 7 pm at St. Luke’s.


