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The Messenger

WALKING THROUGH DARKNESS 
Lectionary Reading for Sunday: Psalm 23 (NRSV)

The twenty-third Psalm is probably the most 
well-known of all the psalms.  It is often a go-
to comfort passage for funerals.  When people 
do not express a preference, I often use it in a 
graveside service if we are coming from worship 
at the church or chapel.

The familiarity for many people (especially 
in the King James Version) is helpful as we 
consider our grief or loss.  While the NRSV is 
more accurate in translating the ending as 
dwelling in “the house of the Lord my whole 
life long”, the KJV speaks more to eternity for a 
memorial as it reads, “I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.”

Green pastures and still waters offer a peaceful 
setting that is helpful when thinking of eternal 
rest. These can apply to more than people.  One 
of our faithful dogs, Darwin, was a mixed breed of 
German Shepherd and Black Labrador.  He used to love 
swimming in our family pond near Stillwater.  It was 
enjoyable just to watch him go for a dip.  He would do 
lazy circles in the water and when he would get close 
to the shore, he would turn and head back out taking 
long slow strokes with his big paws.  You could tell that 
he just loved the water.

One of his favorite games was fetching a plastic fish on 
the end of Kyla’s Barbie fishing pole.  You could cast it 
into the pond and Dar would go after it every time as 
you reeled it in.  If he caught it, he would bring it back 
to shore and would deposit it unharmed for another 
go.

I loved that dog!

Sometimes I wonder if I will see him again after this 

mortal life is over.  Will there be a large pack of dogs 
waiting for me?  It is comforting to think so.  I’ve heard 
some say that it wouldn’t really be heaven without 
their beloved pets.  Since there is no way of knowing, 
I’m not going to argue against it.

Pets, just like people, can be emissaries of God’s grace 
in our lives.  They may even help us through the dark 
valleys that everyone must walk from time to time.  
We each experience God’s presence in different ways.  
I think the unconditional love of a dog has often 
expressed the Divine presence to me more times than 
I could count. 

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/

My cup overflows.
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS LADIES GROUP 
will meet on Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 6 pm at Interurban  
on Danforth in Edmond. We will be collecting feminine 
hygiene products to to be given to the Hope Center.  You 
can bring them to the meeting.  Even if you are not a 
member of RAK you are welcome to make a donation. If 
you have questions call or text Marie at 249-1107.

BENEFIT LUNCH FOR TROOP 77 SCOUTS
Be our guest for Pasts with a Purpose on Sunday, May 
7th from 11 am to 1 pm in the CAC. Tickets are $7 for 
adults and $4 for children and include pasta with meat 
or alfredo sauce, lasagna, salad, garlic bread, beverage 
and dessert. Proceeds help purchase new tents, 
lanterns, kitchen utensils and summer camp expenses.

UNITED METHODIST MEN BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 13 | 8 am | CAC Gym
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a 
fantastic speaker.

LIVE STREAMING
Can’t make it to worship on Sunday?  Did you know that 
we Live Stream our 11:00 am service on Facebook?  To 
be with us in spirit, join in by visiting our Facebook page 
to see the services when you can’t make it in person.

TEXT UPDATES
If you would like to receive urgent news or updates 
by text from Edmond FUMC, sign up today at https://
www.fumcedmond.org/communication-sign-up.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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MAY 7TH--SENIOR SUNDAY @ 10:50 AM
*We will be honoring all our seniors at 10:50 on May 7th. 
There will be a cookies and card celebration in the foyer at 
9:30. If you have a senior please contact Erica Lawrence at 
erica@fumcedmond.org. 

Camp Campaign starts on April 23rd. Please 
consider donating to help our youth and children 
attend camp this summer. You can find donation 
cards outside of the East Wing of the Sanctuary 
and in Wesley Hall. Please take a card with the 
amount you would like to donate and turn that 
into the offering plate or business office. Thank 
you for your support and prayers as we prepare 
for summer camp!

CAMPS AND DATES
Camp Spark @ Canyon Camp | June 26th-30th
Entering 6th grade- Grads | Cost: $130

JEM @ Canyon | June 12th-16th *Junior high leadership camp

Incoming 6th-8th grade | Cost: $173

CYME @ Egan | July 3rd-7th | Cost: $175
*This is a senior high leadership camp (9th-Grads). We are 
limited on the number of youth that can attend, so these 
students have a process to go through to be able to attend camp.

To sign up for camp visit www.okcamps.org. You will click 
register and create a profile. Please contact Erica for more 
information. erica@fumcemdond.org
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EXODUS HOUSE DONATIONS

Did you know that the United Methodist Men of Edmond 
First UMC sponsor apartment #14 at the Exodus house?  
The Exodus house is a criminal justice and mercy ministry of 
the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church 
and serves those that are newly released from prison so 
they can re-enter life successfully outside prison walls.  
Donations of anything needed to furnish a one bedroom 
apartment, including kitchen and bathroom items are 
always needed.  If you have items to donate, please call 
Rodney Indermill at 405-227-4041 any time, and a pick up 
time will be arranged.  For more information on the Exodus 
House visit: http://www.okumcministries.org/cjamm/
exodus_house.

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

VBS & SUMMER CAMP COLLECTION
We are collecting items for Vacation Bible School and Summer Camp.  Items can be dropped off at the welcome desk in 
the Christian Activity Center.
• empty plastic water  
     bottles
• cotton balls
• empty jelly jars
• empty peanut butter jars
• empty pickle jars
• straws

• mason jars
• liquid starch
• cardboard egg cartons
• paper towel rolls
• toilet paper rolls
• empty 20 oz. Soda 
     bottles

EDMOND FUMC TO RECEIVE AWARD

FUMC and its members have been selected to receive the 
Edmond Historical Society & Museum’s  2017 Preservation 
Award for Historic Sites.

The award recognizes an individual, organization or 
company who has made a significant contribution toward 
the preservation of the history of Edmond. The recently 
completed expansion and restoration of our 1929 building 
has been recognized by the Historical Society as preserving 
a historically significant site within Edmond. Information 
about Rob Holloway, the project designer, a description of 
the completed project with interior and exterior photos and 
a copy of the Spirit Act’s historical video were submitted. 
The award will be presented at the Society & Museum’s 
Heritage Celebration on July 18, 2017.

SPRING ADOPT-A-STREET RESCHEDULED
Saturday, May 6, 2017  |  9 – 11 am
The spring Adopt-A-Street that was scheduled for Satur-
day, April 29 has been rescheduled due to weather.  Those 
volunteering will meet in the church parking lot for assign-
ments and supplies, then car pool to the site:  Sooner Rd. 
from Danforth to Coffee Cr. 

Please join us for this fun and important service event 
to help our community!  More information or to sign up, 
contact Phyllis at 282-1155.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, May 3                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
4:30 pm  Evangelism Committee, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, May 4                                                                         
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Sunday, May 7                                                                              
Senior Sunday
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Senior Reception
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
11:00 am Boy Scout Lunch Fundraiser, CAC
1:30 pm  Visioning Meeting
1:30 pm  Administrative Council, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth 6th-8th, M 3rd Floor

Monday, May 8                                                                             
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, May 9                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
10:00 am Senior connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B and Library
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeting

Wednesday, May 3                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
4:30 pm  Evangelism Committee, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

MAY 3
Chicken Spaghetti; Seasoned Green Beans; Garlic Bread, 

Lime Whip dessert/Cookie
APRIL 26

Pizza
 PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 30, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 169
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 69
Worship Service – 11:00 am 185
Nursery 12

Total 435
Sunday School 243
Youth 52


