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The Messenger

ADVERSARIAL RELATIONSHIPS 
Lectionary Reading for Sunday: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 
5:6-11 (NRSV)

At this point in the letter, there is the assumption 
that suffering and persecution are a part of the 
Christian life.  It could be that the author is speaking 
of persecutions directly experienced or of those 
related by colleagues.  In any event, there seems to 
be a sense of solidarity in suffering as if it is helpful 
to realize that you are not the only one in turmoil.

The old adage “misery loves company” helps us to 
remember that we don’t do as well in isolation.

The Christian community works well when it lifts up 
its various members when they are down.  It does 
even better when it applies this same helping hand 
to anyone in its vicinity.  Churches are some of the best 
organizations at responding to disaster relief. We step 
up when we see the need staring us in the face.

To be isolated in the midst of crisis is to often face despair.  
People working through grief know that it is easier when 
shared with others.  We instinctively understand that we 
need to lean on one another from time to time.

The second part of verse 5:8 struck me as it declares, “Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking 
for someone to devour.”  This metaphor is apt.  Human 
beings have known for millennia that it is easier to get 
picked off by lions when you stray from the group.  There is 
strength in numbers - spiritually as well as physically.

This verse reminds me of the story of Cain and Abel in 
Genesis 4.  After God favors Abel’s offering, Cain is upset 
and God states in verse 7, “But if you do not do what is 
right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, 
but you must rule over it.” This particular verse is from the 
New International Version which makes the metaphor of sin 
similar to the roaring lion in 1 Peter 5:8.

These metaphors characterize evil as a force that is pursuing 
us.  In order to overcome it, our best defense is to share in 
the strength of the Holy Spirit which is most often expressed 
within the Christian community.

What does it mean for us to share in the suffering of one 

another?  How do we do this without getting dragged down 
with those in pain?  In other words, how do we lift them up 
rather than empathizing so much that we are now the ones 
needing help?

Prayer for the day:

O God, we have known and believed the love that You have 
for us.  May we, by dwelling in love, dwell in You, and You in 
us.  May we learn to love You Whom we have not seen, by 
loving our brothers and sisters whom we have seen.  Teach 
us, O heavenly Father, the love wherewith You have loved 
us; fashion us, O blessed Lord, after Your own example of 
love; shed abroad, O Your Holy Spirit of Love, the love of God 
and humanity in our hearts.  Amen.

     ~Henry Alford, Church of England, 19th Century

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/
Photo by Aftab Uzzaman via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

All primates are social animals with
the need for interaction and sharing with one another. 
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, May 25 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

SENIOR CONNECTION- MARK YOUR CALENDARS
PATSY CLINE, the 50’s country singer is coming to the 
SENIOR CONNECTION on May 26th, 6:00 p.m. in the 
CAC.  This will bring back lots of memories!

SPECIAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING
Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care will start a 
bold new initiative to help siblings of foster care children 
stay together.  This includes building 8 new homes on 5 
sites in Oklahoma where foster families will be recruited, 
trained and supported in keeping foster families’ siblings 
together.  Contribute to this unique and worthy cause by 
either: (1) a check to Edmond First indicating on memo 
line “keep foster siblings together”; or, (2) contribute to 
Circle of Care online at www.circleofcare.org.    

SERMONS NOW ON PODCAST
You can now listen to the weekly sermons via podcast!  
Just visit, https://www.fumcedmond.org/video/ to hear 
the sermon or watch the live stream.

WELCOME PARTY FOR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Join us on June 4th to welcome our new Associate 
Pastor, Trey Witzel and his wife, Addison.  We will have 
food trucks available for you to purchase lunch and 
celebrate our newest pastor!  The event will be in the 
CAC from 11 to 1 pm.

SUPPLEMENT TO CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
Additions to the church pictoral directory will be 
available beginning next Wednesday, May 31, for 
purchase for $5 in the church office.  If you did not have 
your family photo in the directory and would like to 
submit a photo, email it to info@fumcedmond.org

ALLIES IN ACTION
Sharing God’s love with all God’s children
Friends and family members of the LGBT+ community,  
we would love for you to join us for vital conversation on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in room 316.  
All are welcome as we learn and grow together.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

VBS & SUMMER CAMP COLLECTION
We are collecting items for Vacation Bible School and Sum-
mer Camp.  Items can be dropped off at the welcome desk 
in the Christian Activity Center.
• empty plastic 
   water bottles
• cotton balls
• empty jelly jars
• empty peanut 
    butter jars

• empty pickle jars
• straws
• mason jars
• liquid starch
• cardboard egg 
    cartons

• paper towel rolls
• toilet paper rolls
• empty 20 oz. 
    Soda bottles
• 2-Liter bottles

CAMP SPARK @ CANYON CAMP
June 26th-30th  |  $130 
*All incoming 6th graders through grads are invited to a 
fun filled week of worship, friends, and hiking! If you have 
not registered for camp yet you still have some time. Just 
visit www.okcamps.org and sigh up today! If you have any 
questions please contact Erica at erica@fumcemdond.org 

May 24th    5-7:30pm @the Church 
(Meet in the big field to the west of the church) 

All incoming 6th-12th grade are invited for an evening of 
slip and slide fun! Wear clothes you can get wet and messy. 
We will have dinner, a sno cone truck, and tons of slip and 
slides! Bring a friend and enjoy the beginning of summer!

NO YOUTH
May 29th or 31st 
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EARN STARS FOR YOUR CROWN...
Looking for toddler volunteer helpers. 
At the beginning of the school year our youngest classes 
usually have several children who are unhappy to be left by 
mom and dad.  There are many toddlers with tears as the staff 
begins to work with these babies to get them settled into the 
routine of their day.  All of our toddler classes are full.  We are 
very excited about that, but what that means is there will be 
10 toddlers and only 2 teachers in this room.  We NEED baby 
holders to assist.  If you could spare one or two days during 
the first 8 weeks of school on either Mondays or Thursdays 
from 9:00 to noon we’d love to have your help beginning 
September 5 through October 25.  Ear plugs available upon 
request...

Call the Preschool / MDO office at 341-1230 if you would like 
to help. 

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Like our Episcopal, Roman Catholic & Lutherans sisters 
and brothers, we in the United Methodist Church use 
the Lectionary to guide us through the church year. 
While the Lectionary states that this upcoming Sunday is 
Ascension Sunday (40 days post-Easter) it’s hard to ignore 
that Memorial Day weekend is juxtaposed against it. 
However, while Memorial Day is strictly a secular holiday, 
it is appropriate for us to pause and give thanks to God for 
the many men and women who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice so that, among other things, we can worship our 
risen Lord freely and boldly.

In keeping with this theme, the Adult Choir will sing a 
stirring rendition of the hymn “God of Our Fathers” while 
Abby Boatman will offer “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
during the offering. At points in both pieces of music, you 
as a congregation will be invited to sing along, joining our 
voices to honor of the sacrifice of so many and to celebrate 
the freedom we have through Jesus Christ.

I hope you’ll join us this Sunday! 

WORSHIP AT 9:45 AM
As we continue to grow, we realize that we need more 
space!  While the easiest thing to do would be to continue 
to pack people into the sanctuary at 8:30 or 11 am, there 
is an informal rule that says that once a worship space has 
hit 80% capacity, you have reached your ceiling.  People will 
sit shoulder-to-shoulder on Easter or Christmas Eve but not 
on a weekly basis.  So if we do not add any more worship 
services, our worship attendance will plateau. 

Our staff has been working to expand our offerings on Sunday 
morning.  We would like to start a new worship service in 
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am beginning in 
September after Labor Day.  This worship would be identical 
liturgically to the existing sanctuary services with a couple of 
exceptions.  We would not offer a children’s sermon during 
this time because the children will presumably be in Sunday 
school during this time.  We would also not feature the choir 
at this service as we do not want to burn them out or keep 
them from their Sunday school classes!

Musically, we are looking at having various instrumentalists 
such as flute or strings (violin, cello) play for the worship 
service.  They would also accompany the hymns along with 
a vocalist or two.  This would keep the service similar but 
offer a musical variance that others might find attractive 
as a worship option.  The sermon will remain the same as 
currently offered at the other three services.

We are beginning to look for people to seed this service.  
Seeding the service will mean that you plan on attending 
this as your primary worship at least 3 times per month.  
This means that we will hopefully launch with an average of 
fifty people per Sunday so that it doesn’t seem too empty 
when visitors drop in.  This will draw people off of our 8:30 
or 11 am services which will provide more space for growth 
in those services as well. 

We invite you to pray for our new service, that we would 
continue to reach people in our community.  If your prayers 
lead you to an interest in helping with this new worship 
service or if you have questions concerning the service, 
please contact our Senior Pastor, Sam Powers, at sam@
fumcedmond.org. 

2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
The Oklahoma Annual Conference begins on Monday, 
May 29.  Please remember each of the pastors, delegates, 
staff and many others in prayer throughout the week.  
Below is the schedule of worship that all are welcome to 
attend.  For more information about annual conference, 
visit www.okumc.org/annual_conference.

Monday, May 29
6:30 p.m.     Pre-worship concert (St. Luke’s Sanctuary)
7:00 p.m.     Memorial Worship and Communion – Bishop 
         Nunn, preaching  (Sanctuary)

Tuesday, May 30
2:00 p.m.     Worship Service of Retirement (Freede Center 
                       - OCU)

Wednesday, May 31
11:30 a.m.     UCO Luncheon – St. Luke’s (RSVP required)
6:30 p.m.       Pre-worship concert (Sanctuary)
7:00 p.m.       Worship Service of Commissioning and 
                        Ordination – Bishop Nunn, preaching (St. 
                        Luke’s Sanctuary) Our new associate, Trey 
                        Witzel, is getting commissioned at this 
                        service.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, May 24                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
6:00 pm  End of Year Youth Party, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, May 25                                                                         
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

Friday, May 26                                                                         
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

Sunday, May 28                                                                              
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth, 6-8th, M 3rd Floor

Monday, May 29                                                                             
Memorial Day, Church office Closed
Annual Conference
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, May 30                                                                           
Annual Conference
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, May 31                                                                    
Annual Conference
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (May 21, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 163
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 67
Worship Service – 11:00 am 204
Nursery 11

Total 445

DID YOU MISS SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 
SUNDAY?
If you missed the Serve The Lord With Gladness event 
on Sunday, it’s not too late to pick up a booklet to find a 
serving opportunity and sign up!  Booklets are available in 
the foyer or on the website at fumcedmond.org.


