
 A TURN IN THE VISION
Lectionary Text for Sunday: Acts 16:9-15 (NRSV)

As we continue in Acts, we see that the Easter Vision takes 
a turn in several ways in 
today’s text.  

We end up in Philippi and 
we have an entire letter 
from Paul to this church 
so we can see how their 
relationship began in 
Acts and thrived.

Paul writes that this 
church supported him 
in the early days of his 
ministry:

You Philippians 
indeed know that 
in the early days of 
the gospel, when 
I left Macedonia, 
no church shared 
with me in the 
matter of giving and 
receiving, except you alone. For even when I was 
in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs 
more than once. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek 
the profit that accumulates to your account. I have 
been paid in full and have more than enough; I 
am fully satisfied, now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.  

                                         Philippians 4:15-18 (NRSV)

It is fascinating that Paul initially goes to Philippi because of 
a vision that a man was requesting his help.  He encounters 
women at the river and we see the conversion of Lydia.  

Since she owned her 
own business, it is not 
unlikely that Lydia was 
one of the supporters 
of Paul’s missionary 
activities.  It is also 
possible that Euodia and 
Syntyche mentioned in 
Philippians 4:2 were two 
of the women that Paul 
met by the river that day.

This turn shows that 
the church thrived with 
female leadership.  It 
was not likely Paul’s 
expectation but he has 
learned that God is 
going to utilize surprising 
candidates for furthering 
the church.  He has taken 
a turn geographically in 
moving into Macedonia, 

he takes a turn culturally in witnessing to Gentiles and he 
takes a turn in leadership in placing women in positions of 
authority.

Just as women were discounted in Paul’s day, who might 
we discount for leadership in the church today?  Who might 
God be using for furthering the church in the 21st century?

I hope that you’ll join us in worship (either in person or 
online) as we continue to see how the early church speaks 
to us in the church today!
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The Messenger

 Sometimes life throws us curve balls.
How we respond is up to us!
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LOOKING FOR GUTHRIE FRIENDS
Do you know someone from Guthrie?  We are looking 
for families to contact that might be interested in being 
part of the Guthrie First United Methodist Church.  If 
you know someone, we would love for you to share 
their contact information with us.  Please email Senior 
Pastor Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at sam@fumcedmond.org.
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UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS
Caregiver Support Group
June 19, July 17, August 21  |  3:30 pm  |  Room 316

Cancer Support Group
June 21, July 19, August 16  |  10:00 am  |  Foyer

Grief Support Group
June 27, July 25, August 22   |  10:00 am  |  Room 314

SUPPLY LIST FOR VBS
Please help is make our VBS a roaring success!  All Vacation 
Bible School supplies need to be returned to the VBS 
buckets outside the east wing by May 30th.

4 bags of river rocks
8 Raffia table skirts 
(200 stones) Small smooth stones
4 large bags of Pretzels 
10 Mandarin oranges large cans
2 bags of bugle crackers
20 containers of blue icing
2 large bags of animal crackers
4 bags of skinny pop popcorn
4 bags Banana chips
Brownie bites  (250 total)
30 cans of reddi whip
4 bottles containers of rainbow sprinkles
Balloon Arch from Amazon list
4 rolls of “frozen blue” duct tape
1 package of Avery White Name Badges
10 boxes of toddler crayons
Blue foil door curtain
Transparent white door curtain
Sun Catcher Paint

A NOTE FROM PASTOR TREY
First, there are no words that adequately express my thanks 
for being employed at a place that provides paternity 
leave.  Sloane turns one-month old this week, and being 
able to dedicate an entire month to living into my new 
identity as a father is something I do not take for granted.  
Though paternal leave is a right granted through our Book 
of Discipline, it is a privilege being at a church that that 
supports and celebrates the importance of paternity leave.  
I’d like to give a special thanks to Sam, our entire staff, and 
our lay people who have helped cover my responsibilities 
this past month.  I have been able to have my focus on 
getting to know Sloane and supporting Addison; it’s one 
thing to be able to take leave and an entirely other to be 
able to leave well.

Second, I would like to invite you all to join in presence and 
prayer for my ordination service on Wednesday, May 29th.  
A special music portion begins at 6:30pm and the service 
starts at 7pm.  The service will be at St. Luke’s Downtown 
OKC at 222 NW 15th St in Oklahoma City.  There will also 
be a livestream online at https://www.okumc.org/annual_
conference.  I would love to see and take a picture with 
each of you at the reception following.  

It feels poetic, appropriate, and spiritual that my first Sunday 
back will be June 2nd.  I will be returning both as a father 
and as an ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church.  
There is not a church I’d rather be at, and I cannot wait for 
y’all to meet Sloane and to get back to engaging in ministry 
as we help connect people with God and neighbor!
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SUMMER DAY CAMP 2019
Kids 3 years through 2nd grade are invited to join in on the 
fun at FUMC’s Summer Day Camp! 
June 17-20                 Edible Engineering
June 24-27                 Splish Splash
July 8-11                   Super Heroes
July 15-18                   Backyard Bash
July 22-25                  Super Slimy
To register your child, visit fumcedmond.org.

Learn more and schedule your appointment at fumcedmond.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MAY 23                                                                      
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, MAY 24                                                                      
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection

SUNDAY, MAY 26                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Bible Study
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

TUESDAY, MAY 28                                                                         
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (May 19, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 172
Worship Service – 9:45 am 46
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 79
Worship Service – 11:00 am 148
Nursery 10

Total 455
Sunday School 219

5099422

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bill Talley joined the 
church at 11:00 am - 
transferring from Quail 
Springs UMC in OKC.

Jill Clark joined the 
church at 8:30 am - 

transferring from Asbury 
UMC in Ardmore. Jill has 

also served as a Local 
Pastor in the Oklahoma 

Conference.


