
WHAT IF YOU THREW A PARTY AND NOBODY 
CAME?

There are tons of sad stories online about 
inviting people to help celebrate a birthday 
and no one shows up.  It is a social scene that 
causes anxiety – after all, no one wants to live in 
isolation from friends.

Some of the reactions are chastising to those 
that didn’t come.  I don’t think a nice application 
of guilt will solve the friendship problem.  Others 
seek to commiserate with an online community 
that will give sympathetic anecdotes of similar 
circumstance. 

There are also usually helpful people that give 
out advice such as: if you are throwing a party, 
you should make sure you have some guarantees 
– people you are sure will show up – before you 
send out invitations.  These should be contacted ahead 
of time.  While this is sound advice, I’m not sure people 
who’ve felt abandoned by their friends are ready to 
hear it.

As we celebrate Pentecost this Sunday, it is the birth 
of the church.  We remember that Pentecost was 
the beginning of the gift of the Holy Spirit among the 
faithful who heard the preaching of the good news of 
Jesus Christ.  It was marked by the baptism of those 
who came to believe that day.

The church has gone through many changes since that 
time.  Not all of them have been successful.  I have 
tried various ministry ventures in my career and some 
of them have not survived.  There are times we’ve 
prepared and hoped and prayed and found the turnout 
was not quite what we expected.  While disappointing, 
this is not the end of the line.  We continue to strive 
for a way of communicating the good news that will be 
effective for a new generation.

This particular year is the 50th anniversary of The 
United Methodist Church (when the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United Brethren Church combined).  
Some would point to the overall numbers in the United 

States now in comparison to when it started and 
declare that this has not been the success for which we 
had hoped.  I would say that we have done a good job 
of trying to adjust a very large organization of people 
to a new time.  While the overall numbers may not 
be up, there are many fresh and faithful expressions 
throughout the denomination that are very effective in 
reaching new people.  I believe First United Methodist 
Church of Edmond is one of them.

This Sunday, we will explore Ezekiel 37:1-14 which is 
the story of the dry bones that come to life.  This is 
a reminder that the people of God have previously 
felt that their brightest times were behind them.  God 
takes a longer view of working with us!  I hope you’ll 
join us as we celebrate the birthday of the church this 
Sunday.  And we would like to count on you being one 
of our guarantees!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.
Image used under the terms of fair use. 
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The Messenger

 Eeyore as depicted by Disney is one
of the saddest characters written for children.

I try not to emulate him too often!
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MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Have you ever wanted to serve on a mission trip? Here’s 
your chance! Join us as we head down south to Houston, 
Texas for hurricane relief. We will be leaving on August 5th 
after the 11am service and will return home on August 
11th in the evening. Our work will include sheetrocking, 
trim work, flooring, painting, and clean up and we have 
been asked to bring our own tools. For safety and liability 
issues, we ask that all volunteers are at least 15 years of 
age and up! The cost for each person to go is $300. If you 
have any questions or would like to sign up feel free to 
email nellie@fumcedmond.org.

PAGE TURNERS BOOK GROUP
If you like to read we would love to have you join us. 
We meet at the church on the first Monday of every 
month, 6:30 pm inRoom 118B. The Group is open to men 
and women. We read all types of books suggested by 
members. For more information call Freda Ecker at 562-
4730.

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a few people to volunteer on Sunday 
mornings to hold babies. Our fully trained staff will never 
leave you in the nursery alone. They will be in charge 
of giving kids snacks, changing diapers, and greeting 
parents. All you have to do is hold some precious babies! 
If you are interested, or know of someone who is please 
send an email to megan@fumcedmond.org.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, May 18 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together. 

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  May 24 | 10  |  Room 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

NO SENIOR CONNECTION IN MAY
Reminder that there will be no Senior Connection in May. 
Senior Connection will resume in June!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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The youth will be helping with VBS June 11th-14th. 
All youth will need to arrive on Monday at 5:15 for 
training. We will assist wherever needed for the week. 
If your child can help the whole week or part of the 
week please let Erica know at erica@fumcedmond.org 

NEW UCO WESLEY FOUNDATION DIRECTOR
We are excited 
that our youth 
intern, Michaela 
Drain will be 
taking on a new 
role at Edmond 
First as the 
UCO Wesley 
F o u n d a t i o n 
Director. From her 
experience as an RA to what she’s learned and provided 
as our youth intern, Michaela has demonstrated the ability 
and know-how to effectively engage with college students. 
Read more about her below!

A life-long Methodist, Michaela is from Del City, OK, and has 
served as the youth Assistant at our church for about three 
years. While at UCO, she was also a Resident Assistant on 
campus for about three years. In addition to her work at 
our church, she has honed her ministry assisting skills as a 
Chaplain Assistant in the Oklahoma National Guard.
 
Michaela feels called to show others the hope and healing 
found in Christand accomplishes this by building a close 
Christian community wherever she goes. She uses her 
organization skills, combined with her love of game and 
mission work to help others experience God’s kingdom in 
the hopes that they will find their call.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

SAVE THE DATE!
On Sunday, June 24 at 4:00, the adult choir and handbell 
choir will be teaming up to present a hymn festival, entitled: 
“With One Voice, A Celebration of Hymnody Through the 
Ages.”  This unique service will trace the development of 
hymns from the earliest chants to ecumenical favorites 
of today.  A church-wide dinner, hosted by the Missions 
Committee will follow in the gym.  Be sure to make plans 
now to join us!  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Annual Conference will take place Tuesday, May 29—
Thursday May 31 in Oklahoma City and our church will 
be well represented!  Our adult choir will be teaming up 
with the choir from St. Luke’s to sing for the Service of 
Commissioning and Ordination on Wednesday, May 30 at 
7:00, at St. Luke’s Church.  This service is open to the public 
and you are invited to attend.  Finally, on Thursday, May 31, 
our own Rebecca Ahlgrim will be giving the opening prayer 
at the Worship Service of Sending Forth at the OCU Freede 
Center.  We look forward to this annual event celebrating 
the mission and ministry of our regional church!

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Transitions are all around us this month.  Scores of students 
in our church are graduating, the weather is getting 
warmer, and we as a church now enter the summer season.  
Liturgically, we mark this transition—the end of Easter 
(yes, we were still celebrating that up until last Sunday!) 
and the beginning of Ordinary Time—with a celebration 
called Pentecost, which we will observe this Sunday.  Those 
of you with a keen eye will notice a few things will have 
changed in the sanctuary on Sunday: the white Easter cross 
will be gone, the Paschal Candle by the Baptismal Font will 
no longer burn, and our beautiful white altar cloth (called 
a parament) will be replaced with red paraments adorning 
the pulpit and lectern.  On Pentecost, we celebrate the 
Spirit descending on those early Christians as recorded 
in the Book of Acts.  Red symbolically reminds us of that 
first Pentecost and that the Holy Spirit is still moving and 
working through the church to transform the world.  I hope 
you’ll join us this Sunday for this important day!

FUMC VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP
We are gearing up for VBS and need your help to make it another 
fabulous year! Below is a list of needs, can you help by donating 
some of these items?
• Skinny Christmas Trees
• EMPTY Cereal Boxes
• Woodland stuffed animals
• Newspaper
• Elmer’s White Glue
• White, Brown and Green 
     Spray Paint
• Masking Tape
• Sharpies
• Canoes/Kayaks
• Blue Streamers
• Little Tykes Log Cabin

• Brown, Blue, and Green  
     Butcher Paper
 • Wooden Crates
• “Please don’t feed the 
     animals” sign
• Lanterns
• Blue Plastic Table Cloths
• Green Plastic Table Cloths
• Liquid Starch 
• Pool noodles
• Fishing Rods
• Pine Cones

KIDS CAMP SIGN-UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps 
available for kids. We will be going to Camp 
Canyon in July. Children entering into first and 
second grade will attend camp July 21-22.  The 
cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-
18th.  The cost is $192.00. You can sign up here: 
https://okcamps.campbrainregistration.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting/luncheon, Wesley Hall
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Foster Care Information Class, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MAY 17                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, MAY 18                                                                          
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SATURDAY, MAY 19                                                                          
Youth- Senior Trip to Eagan

SUNDAY, MAY 20                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, MAY 21                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MAY 22                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, St. Luke’s Church, OKC

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

MAY 16
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers

Boy Scouts Fundraiser

Last Wednesday Night!

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (May 13, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 184
Worship Service – 9:45 am 80
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 57
Worship Service – 11:00 am 229
Nursery 19

Total 569
Sunday School 172

BAPTISM

Judd Christopher was baptized 
on Sunday.  He is pictured with 
his parents David and Stacy and 
brothers Finn and Jack Henry.


