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The Messenger

GROWING INTO SALVATION 
Lectionary Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV)

I like how the author speaks of growing into 
salvation in verse two.  So many times we speak of 
salvation as an event done by Jesus on our behalf or 
we speak of it as a moment in which we cross over 
from damned to blessed.

While these popular usages attempt to define our 
theology, they may also be limiting for how God 
works in people’s lives.  Growing into salvation 
implies a process.  This fits with the Wesleyan idea 
of sanctifying grace in which we grow into the 
likeness of Jesus Christ.

As I consider my own growth as a Christian, much 
of it stemmed from the narrative my mother 
would share.  These were stories of my very young 
childhood that would get repeated as part of the 
family lore.  I heard them countless times growing 
up so that they began to shape me through their 
telling.

For example, once my siblings and I all received full-
sized candy bars for a treat (this was unusual and the reasons 
are now lost).  I gobbled mine down and my older sister 
Becky saved hers for later.  When she finally got around to 
eating it (I think it was a Three Musketeers), I asked her for 
a bite.  She replied, “No, Sam, you already ate yours!”  I 
paused for a bit and asked her, “Becky, remember sharing?”  
Of course, I couldn’t pronounce the letter “r” and so it came 
out, “Becky, wemember shaiwwing?” This was a lesson the 
older family members were trying to ingrain in me.  She 
groaned and gave me a bite.

This story helped me to understand that cunning and 
creativity are better pursuits for getting what you want 
than whining or throwing a fit.  One could argue that this 
was more about manipulation than it was about learning 
to share.  However, it also taught an important lesson from 
my sister.  The value of sharing is more important than the 
irritation you obviously feel from a little brother.

It taught me that sharing is what we should pursue even if a 
person is taking advantage.  If my fundamental nature is to 
share, then a person cannot take advantage of me.

This is the very nature of grace that we receive in Christ 
Jesus.  It is something I learned a little bit at a time through 
these important women in my life.  I hope that you will 
take the time to reflect upon the life-giving things your own 
mother did for you this week as we approach Mother’s 
Day.  I recognize that some have an easier time of this than 
others but any difficulty with this meditation may end with 
fruit and blessing for you.

I give thanks to God for my own “growth in salvation” and 
for my mom’s hand in it.  

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/
Photo by Timothy Vogel via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

Sometimes, we are reluctant to share if
the recipient seems like a pest!
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SPECIAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING
Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care has decided 
to start a bold new initiative to help siblings of foster 
care children stay together.  This will include building 
8 new homes on 5 sites in Oklahoma where foster 
families will be recruited, trained and supported in 
keeping foster families’ siblings together.  Contribute 
to this unique and worthy cause by either: (1) a check 
to Edmond First indicating on memo line “keep foster 
siblings together”; or, (2) contribute to Circle of Care 
online at www.circleofcare.org.    

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

VBS & SUMMER CAMP COLLECTION
We are collecting items for Vacation Bible School and Summer 
Camp.  Items can be dropped off at the welcome desk in the 
Christian Activity Center.
• empty plastic 
   water bottles
• cotton balls
• empty jelly jars
• empty peanut 
    butter jars

• empty pickle jars
• straws
• mason jars
• liquid starch
• cardboard egg 
    cartons

• paper towel rolls
• toilet paper rolls
• empty 20 oz. 
    Soda bottles

CAMPS AND DATES
Camp Spark @ Canyon Camp | June 26th-30th
Entering 6th grade- Grads | Cost: $130

JEM @ Canyon | June 12th-16th *Junior high leadership camp

Incoming 6th-8th grade | Cost: $173

CYME @ Egan | July 3rd-7th | Cost: $175
*This is a senior high leadership camp (9th-Grads). We are 
limited on the number of youth that can attend, so these 
students have a process to go through to be able to attend camp.

To sign up for camp visit www.okcamps.org. You will click 
register and create a profile. Please contact Erica for more 
information. erica@fumcemdond.org.

May 24th    5-7:30pm @the Church 
(Meet in the big field to the west of the church) 

All incoming 6th-12th grade are invited for an evening of 
slip and slide fun! Wear clothes you can get wet and messy. 
We will have dinner, a sno cone truck, and tons of slip and 
slides! Bring a friend and enjoy the beginning of summer!

May 21st Promotion Pool Parties 
Mid-High 4:00-5:30pm 
(Parents- there will be a short informational meeting) 
Senior High 6:00-7:30pm
Join us for an evening of promoting our youth to the next 
grade! All incoming 6th-12th graders are welcome to come 
for an evening of food, fun, and swimming! Bring a towel and 
wear your suit. 

Sam & Sheryl’s house
200 Stonebrook Ln, Edmond, Ok 73013

UNITED METHODIST MEN BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 13 | 8 am | CAC Gym
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker.

This month’s speaker is 
David Christopher. David 
Christopher is the father 
of three boys, Finn, Jack 
Henry and Judd.  David 
grew up in the Anglican 
Church and was a chorister 
for many years.  He has 
a broad interest in world 
faiths and spirituality.  He 
joined Boston Avenue United Methodist Church about nine 
years ago when he moved to Tulsa from the UK to marry his 
wife, Stacy Christopher.  He has been a Methodist ever since 
and particularly enjoys the feeling of community among the 
parents of young children that the close ties between the 
preschool and FUMC creates.   

David is the Director of Marketing and Growth at Tailwind, 
a social media marketing software startup in Oklahoma City.  
In his spare time David likes to write fiction.  He is a former 
journalist who has written for The Times, had short stories 
published and plays produced. When he’s not writing or 
taking care of his kids he enjoys travel, reading, mentoring, 
and contributing to the pastoral care committee.



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS STUDIES
Adult Sunday school classes are offered Sundays from 
9:45-10:45 am. Although most of our classes have a 
wide variety of age levels, they do have a median age 
that fits into young, middle or senior adult categories. 
Below is a list of our current adult Sunday School Classes 
and current study schedule.

• Bible Study (Main Building, Room 116B)   
    - Romans

• Bridge Builders (CAC, Room 107)
      - Revival by Adam Hamilton

• Cornerstone  (CAC, Room 208)
     - Adam Hamilton: Half-truths

• Emmanuel (Main Building, Room 315)
      - Isaiah

• Faith Experience (Main Building, Room 316)
      - Christianity and World Religions by Adam Hamilton

• Family Matters (Main Building, Room 314)

• Footsteps (Main Building, Room 111B)
     - Acts with leaders Kay and Rev. Roger Pitt

• Genesis (Main Building, Room 313)     
      - Romans 

• Good News (Main Building, Room 118B)
     - “How is Your Soul?” by Judah Smith

• Inquirers (Main Building, Room 114B)
     - James Moore’s “When You’re a Christian” 

• Journey Class (Main, Room 115B)
       - Adam Hamilton’s “Creed”

• Open Door (Main Building, Room 317)
     - The book of Acts

• Pathfinders (CAC, Room 209)
       - “The Way- Walking in the Footsteps”

• Sojourners (CAC, Room 208)
     - A Study on Jacob 

• Young Adults (CAC, Room 108)
    - The “I AM” statements of Christ

For a full class description, please visit our website 
at www.fumcedmond.org.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org
Though not an official “church holiday”, we will have some 
unique music this Sunday to give thanks to God for the 
mothers in our lives.  At both the 8:30 & 11:00 services, 
youth violinists Emma Neff and Everett Daughtery will 
provide some beautiful selections during the prelude and 
offering.  At the 11:00 service, the Choristers, along with 
the men of the adult choir, will sing “A Prayer for Mothers” 
as the anthem.  You can trust me – it’ll be a stirring and 
touching piece of music that you won’t soon forget. 
We hope that you can join us in celebration – and be sure 
to invite all of the mother figures in your life to share it with 
you!

EDMOND FUMC YOUTH HELPS WITH WHIZ KIDS
Last Saturday, our WhizKids site was in great need of some 
able bodies & fun loving support to get our WhizKids to 
their big once a year Spring Fling Picnic. It included lots 
of fishing, archery, boat rides, snow cones, and tug-o-war. 
Many of their tutors could not be present.

The FUMC Youth Group stepped up and helped when the 
shortage of tutors was brought to their attention. The group 
showed on behalf of FUMC to partner with a kid, make a 
day of it, and provided the very best time for the WhizKids! 

Partner church, Tabitha Baptist, was quite impressed with 
the energy & enthusiasm the youth group shared with the 
kids. 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS
On Sunday, May 21, tables will be set up in the CAC which 
will have persons and materials offering information about 
the activities that the church is involved in, both within 
the church and in our community.  Serve the Lord with 
Gladness Sunday is an opportunity for the congregation to 
find a place that fits your gifts, passions and personality 
through an event where you can directly interact with those 
individuals already serving in these roles. Sign-up sheets will 
be available at the respective ministry tables for volunteers 
who want to get involved. 

There will be no Sunday School classes on May 21 because 
this event will be from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  Hospitality 
will only be in the Christian Activity Center and not in the 
main building foyer.  See you there!  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, May 10                                                                       
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
9:00 am  Mother’s Day Tea (Rainbow Class), 208 CAC
1:00 pm  UMW- Friendship Circle, M 118 B
1:00 pm  Preschool Mother’s Day Tea, CAC 107/108
5:00 pm  Youth Leadership Meeting, M 3rd Floor 
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, May 11                                                                         
1:00 pm  Preschool Mother’s Day Tea, CAC 107/108
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Saturday, May 13                                                                              
Exodus House Work Day
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

Sunday, May 14                                                                              
Mother’s Day
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Senior Reception
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Monday, May 15                                                                             
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, May 16                                                                           
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, May 17                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
12:00 pm UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM
MAY 10

Skillet Goulash; Seasoned Corn, Cornbread Muffins, 
Brownies/Cookies

MAY 17
pizza, salad, & cookies

 PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (May 8, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 180
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 80
Worship Service – 11:00 am 165
Nursery 12

Total 437
Sunday School 256
Youth 59


