
WHAT JUST HAPPENED WITHIN THE 
DENOMINATION AND WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 
OUR LOCAL CHURCH?
The Judicial Council is the highest court within The 
United Methodist Church.  It ruled last week on the 
legislation passed at the specially called General 
Conference of 2019 that took place in February.  The 
large question was whether the legislation would be 
thrown out as a whole (there was precedence for such 
a decision in 2012) since pieces of it had previously 
been declared unconstitutional or whether the pieces 
that were legal would be allowed individually.

The Judicial Council ruled that the latter would be the 
case.

Pieces of the Traditional Plan which sought to more 
strongly enforce the ban surrounding the marriage 
and ordination of gay and lesbian church members 
were ruled to be allowable and will go into effect in our 
polity on January 1, 2020.  The General Conference will 
meet again in May of 2020 and will revisit the issues.

A piece of the “gracious exit” allowing congregations 
to leave the denomination was approved by the 
Judicial Council but in conjunction with the current 
understanding that the Annual Conference would get 
to vote on whether or not to allow the church to leave 
with its property.

Within our own church, we have a variety of views on 
this issue which also reflects the wider culture at large.  
This is to be expected as churches are made up of a 
variety of people.  We know that those hoping for a 
more inclusive stance are deeply disappointed while 
those hoping for the Traditional Plan may feel relieved.  
As a congregation seeking to hold one another in love, 
how we move forward together will define our future.  
We are a congregation that values discipleship in Jesus 

for a wide variety of people.  We seek to grow in our 
love of neighbor.  To do so for those who disagree 
allows us to grow deeper spiritually and is challenging.  
Fortunately, Jesus helps us in this important work.  I 
continue to pray for our wider church and our local 
church.  I find hope in the strong work of our local 
church as we strive to share God’s grace to the people 
we encounter.

One way that we will continue to share this grace will 
be discussed at an Administrative Council meeting this 
Thursday, May 2nd at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary.  We will 
be discussing how we might be in a new partnership 
in ministry with First United Methodist Church of 
Guthrie.  While only the Ad Council will be voting, 
we are also opening the sanctuary to all those who 
are interested in this work.  This opportunity comes 
to us as a congregation that has shown tremendous 
growth within our conference.  One individual in our 
conference recently declared that our church has 
shown the highest growth rate over the past few years 
of any church in our conference with worship over 100.  
If we can share this strength with another church, we 
feel that this is in accordance with who God is calling 
us to be.

This Sunday, we will continue to explore the book of 
Acts (9:1-20) as we look at our Easter Vision.  This 
particular text reminds us to trust the vision as Saul 
(Paul) had to trust Ananias and Ananias had to trust 
Saul and both had to trust God.  This isn’t easy to do 
but the results can be very rewarding!

In Christ,
Sam
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AGING EVENT
Epworth Villa is hosting an Aging Event on Wed, 
May 22.  It includes lunch and some great speakers. 
Interested persons can send $15 to the OKUMC office 
at 1501 NW 24th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73106.

HOUSING NEEDED
We have a request from a UCO student, Doriane 
Kimou, who has been attending worship at our church 
this year.  She is a freshman studying biomedicine from 
the Ivory Coast in Africa.  Her mother would like to visit 
her June 1-15 this year and is seeking a host family to 
stay with while she is here in Edmond.  If you would 
like to be a host family for her, please email the church 
at info@fumcedmond.org.  We can also provide more 
information at your request.
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Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS
Caregiver Support Group
May 15 and June 19  |  3:30 pm  |  Room 316

Cancer Support Group
May 17, June 21  |  3:30 pm  |  Foyer

Grief Support Group
May 23, June 27  |  10:00 am  |  Room 314

SENIOR SUNDAY
We are so excited to celebrate our seniors this 
upcoming Sunday! We will be having a reception 
for Senior Sunday at 12:00 pm in the foyer. Next 
Wednesday, May 8th, our seniors will be talking to the 
rest of the youth group, offering advice and answering 
questions. Our seniors are taking big steps in their lives 
and we’re so proud of them!

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS
Sunday, we celebrated the many weeks of studying and 
learning the confirmands have been working towards!  
Join us in celebrating these young men and women!

Back row, left to right: Evan Navis, Zachary Eads, 
Rev. Dr. Sam Powers, Avery Boyer. Middle row, left to 
right: Landon Williams, Lily Lashley*, Maddix Dowdy, 
Xander Wood*. Front row, left to right: Abigail McKay, 
Berkley Hodges*, Madison Brown*.   
*indicates baptism.   
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UCO WESLEY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Join us on Saturday, May 18 for the 4th annual UCO Wesley Campus Ministry Golf Tournament! This annual event marks 
a fun morning of golf, fellowship and fundraising for the UCO Wesley Campus Ministry. Breakfast and lunch will be 
served, and individuals and teams are welcome.  To register, visit www.fumcedmond.org or www.ucowesley.net.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MAY 2                                                                      
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

SUNDAY, MAY 5                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Bible Study
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
1:30 pm  SPRC, M 316
1:30 pm  Youth Council, M 303
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, MAY 6                                                                              
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 111B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MAY 7                                                                         
12:00 pm Street Outreach Ministry
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

MAY 1
Pizza

MAY 8
Chili Dogs

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 28, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 159
Worship Service – 9:45 am 36
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 45
Worship Service – 11:00 am 248
Nursery 16

Total 504
Sunday School 220

5099422

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

<<Derry and Louise 
Ferguson joined on 
Sunday as a transfer from 
a Christian Church.

>>Leslie and Mark Brown 
and children joined on 
Sunday Mark joined by 
Profession of faith, and 

Leslie was baptized.


