
LIVING A RESURRECTION FAITH IN 
A POST-CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 

The Easter season will continue for about 
seven more weeks.  During this time, 
the lectionary features various texts 
on resurrection appearances or on the 
theme of new life in general.  The church 
is certainly in need of resurrection.  
My own denomination, The United 
Methodist Church, is facing a crossroads 
over human sexuality at a special called 
General Conference in February and I’ll 
be attending as a delegate.  Regardless of 
where the church lands on this issue, it 
appears that a split is not so likely as an 
exodus.

We also hear about the church in general 
within the United States being in a state 
of decline.  It seems that people are not 
attending worship as much as they did in 
the past.  Our culture is moving toward a 
post-Christendom vibe as being a “none” or 
someone who has no religious preference or 
activity is becoming the new normal rather 
than someone who is an active disciple involved in a local 
church.

Many times, we hear the longing for the good-ol’ days when 
our Christian faith seemed to have more influence.  For some 
this means the church of their childhood.  Others realize that 
church in that age wasn’t perfect either and they harken 
back to the early church when it was still led by people that 
walked with Jesus when he led his earthly ministry in the 
flesh.

The lectionary features the book of Acts which highlights the 
early church.  Acts is a wonderful book of faith that shows us 
the vision of what the church could be.  But it was written in 
hindsight and may not expose all of the warts it could have.  
If you want those, you have to read the hands-on account of 
the apostle Paul in his letters to the early church.  So Paul’s 
letters really remind us that the church has always had some 
of the same issues in every age: it is composed of people.  
While this is a great joy as we are made in God’s image, it is 
also a hazard because, well, we don’t always live up to our 
potential!

Over the next four weeks, we’ll be exploring this theme of 
what the church could be today in light of the changes going 
on all around us.

This Sunday, will be the first in this series as I highlight 
Acts 4:32-35 and attempt to answer the question, “Is the 
Church in decline?”  In order to keep in line with the Easter 
season, I will contrast the death of the institution with the 
resurrection of mission.  If you are in the Edmond area, we 
hope you’ll join us for worship.  If you aren’t or are already 
active in another church, you can still join us online at your 
convenience for the full service on our Facebook page or 
for the sermon as a podcast or on our YouTube page.  Keep 
those hits coming whether in person or virtually and we’ll 
show the world that faith is still alive and well within the 
body of Christ!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Fueling Creative Fire via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.
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The Messenger

 Sometimes this is what it feels like to 
be the church in today’s society. 
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS GROUP 
REMINDER ---- Random Act of Kindness will be meeting 
at 6 pm at Schlotzsky’s private room located at 628 W. 
Danforth at 6 pm on Thursday, April 5, 2018.  Questions 
call Marie 249-1107.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP- BEGINS IN APRIL
Third Wednesday of Each Month | 11:45 am  |  Room 316
The first support group for caregivers will be held 
Wednesday, April 18, at 11:45-1:15, instead of April 
25.  Participants who can come only for lunch time are 
welcome to come and leave to go to work.  While a light 
snack will be provided, participants are welcome to bring 
their own lunch.  This is a wonderful opportunity to talk 
with and listen to other caregivers.  You can share or just 
listen.  Please sign up by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014 
as soon as possible, or Taprina Milburn at Sunbeam, 
609-8939.  There will be a support group meeting each 
month on the third Wednesday at the same time in the 
main building room 316.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Looking for something fun for your child to do this summer?  
Look no further!  The FUMC Summer Day Camp provides 5 
fun weeks of camp, so enroll for one or all! Check out www.
fumcedmond.org/summer-day-camp.org

JOIN US FOR HOLY YOGA IN APRIL
Holy Yoga is the intentional practice of connecting our entire 
being, body, mind and spirit with God.  Holy Yoga is an 
experiential worship created to deepen people’s connection 
to God. The FREE class will be offered on Wednesdays during 
April at 9:15 in Wesley Hall.  4 week class is led by a certified 
instructor. Sign up at www.fumcedmond.org/holy-yoga.

TEACHER WALK-OUT - YOU CAN HELP! 
As our teachers are advocating for all of our students, we 
think it’s important we support our teachers as they continue 
to strive to make Oklahoma’s school systems better reflect 
the care and compassion we all have for our students.

So in that vein, we are proud to join with our other United 
Methodist Churches in Edmond to do what we can to support 
our students and families.  Each UMC is taking responsibility 
for providing additional volunteers one day a week for our 
local YMCAs until the teacher walkout is complete.

Edmond First’s day of the week will be Thursdays, 9 am-3 
pm.  We need 25 volunteers. Each YMCA will open their 
doors for students to have a safe space to be, and it is 
exciting to be partnering with them as we support Edmond 
teachers, students, and families.

If you would like to volunteer, please email Rev. Trey at 
trey@fumcedmond.org ASAP so we can begin preparing to 
be at the YMCA.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

As I was browsing Facebook on Sunday afternoon, I 
enjoyed seeing many of my friends and colleagues posting 
statuses of great relief and joy as Holy Week and Easter 
concluded.  I too felt that relief.  After all, from Palm Sunday 
through Easter Sunday, we offered sixteen services here 
at the church!  I estimate that over 100 people helped in 
various ways, whether it was by decorating the sanctuary 
and Wesley Hall, providing breakfast for devotions, or 
singing in the choir.  You get the picture. That said, it would 
be impossible to thank everyone individually for their 
dedication, so I will not dare make that attempt!  However, 
if you are among those that helped, please accept a hearty 
thank you and know that I speak on behalf of a grateful 
congregation.

While Easter Sunday is over, the truth is the celebration 
has just begun!  The season of Easter lasts for 50 days and 
will conclude on Pentecost Sunday, May 20.  Alleluia! Let us 
keep the feast.

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Thank you for all of your donations to 
Skyline during our Skyline Challenge.  

Don’t forget, you don’t have to 
wait until Lent to donate to Skyline! 
Donations are accepted year round! 

Skyline Challenge Totals:
FUMC: 2,830 pounds + $15,121

New Covenant: TBA

GOLF FOR A CAUSE
The third annual UCO Wesley Golf Tournament is in just a week and a half!  Have you registered yet?  Late registrations 
are now being taken, and registration will close on Monday, April 9.  Don’t have a team?  We can help you find one! You 
can register online at www.fumcedmond.org or by filling out a form and paying in the church office. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship- 6th-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, APRIL 5                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

FRIDAY, APRIL 6                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, APRIL 8                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School & Confirmation Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy, Reception Room
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, APRIL 9                                                                              
9:15 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall 
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Preschool Meeting, M 316

TUESDAY, APRIL 10                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

APRIL 4
Pizza- Youth Fundraiser

APRIL 11
Chick Fil A

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 1, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 244
Worship Service – 9:45 am 248
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 67
Worship Service – 11:00 am 279
Nursery 28
Sunrise 104

Total 970
Sunday School ---


