
KIDS THESE DAYS

The final piece in the series, “Living a Resurrection Faith in 
a Post-Christian World” has to do with the decadence we 
see in society today.  The question becomes, “Are morals 
in American culture going down the drain?”  As we look at 
death and resurrection during the Easter season, we answer 
this with the death of judgment and the resurrection of 
accountability.  While these two things seem to be similar, 
the Christian approach should favor the latter over the 
former.

Human beings have railed on the youth of the times in 
every generation.  They have always been lazy, self-serving 
leeches on society who are going to lead us into the abyss.  
Their morals are continuously suspect.

In 1816, the Times of London expressed how the waltz was 
a dance that would corrupt the morals of polite society.  You 
never changed partners!  Here’s a quote from the article:

We know not how it has happened (probably by the 
recommendation of some worthless and ignorant French 
dancing-master) that so indecent a dance now has for 
the first time been exhibited at the English court; but the 
novelty is one deserving of severe reprobation, and we 
trust it will never again be tolerated in any moral English 
society.

It seems that we fear that our morals are constantly being 
overturned by newer behaviors.  We worry that video 
games are keeping the youth of today from playing outside.  
In 1859, Scientific American published an article on the evils 
of chess of all things.  They mention:

Chess is a mere amusement of a very inferior character, 
which robs the mind of valuable time that might be 
devoted to nobler acquirements, while at the same time 
it affords no benefit whatever to the body.

If you substituted “X-Box” or “PlayStation” for “Chess” in 

the above sentence, you could easily place it in a modern 
essay on how kids are awful because...

This week’s lectionary reading is Acts 8:26-40.  As we look at 
the varieties of gender today, we see that the church already 
had an answer for those of difference in its infancy: baptize 
them.  This definitely went against the grain.  The grace we 
express in Christ Jesus also puts us in relationship with one 
another where we allow ourselves to be held accountable.  
It is only through being held accountable that we allow 
ourselves to grow past our own particular blind spots.

But how can we do this without judgment?  To hold someone 
accountable implies judgment, doesn’t it?  We’ll look at 
the difference between these two important concepts on 
Sunday.  That is, assuming I’m not having to spend all my 
time correcting my wayward teenagers.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Mitch Barrie via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, April 27  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC Gym
One of our favorites is coming to Senior Connection: 
G3 - Gospel Singers! They will be playing and singing 
gospel, rock and roll, blue grass and country. Dinner 
will be mesquite chicken, green beans and scalloped 
potatoes and dessert. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Join us as we examine the resurrection stories of the 
Gospels during the Stories of Easter Bible Study led by 
Rev. Dr. Sam Powers.  All are welcome in CAC 108 at 6 
pm!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, April  26 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential. 

AD COUNCIL MEETING
Sunday, April 29 |  4 pm  |  Wesley Hall
There will be an ad council meeting on Sunday, April 29 
at 4 pm in Wesley Hall.

PRAYER SERVICE FOR HEALING
Sunday, May 6  |  12:15 pm  |  Sanctuary
There will be a prayer service for healing immediately 
following the 11 am service in the Sanctuary on Sunday 
May, 6. If you would like prayer, join us! Questions? 
Contact Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at sam@fumcedmond.org.

NEWS AND UPDATES ON FACEBOOK
Did you know that we often share interesting facts, 
upcoming events and more on the FUMC Edmond 
Facebook page?  If you haven’t already followed us, 
make sure to visit our page and like it.  Make sure to 
click the “following” button under our profile photo and 
set your preferences to “see first” to make sure you see 
our posts! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNIT MEETING 
AND SPRING LUNCHEON
Wednesday, May 16 | 1:00 p.m.  |  Wesley Hall
Guest Speaker is Debbie Humphrey of Cookson Hills 
Center. UMW members bring salads to share. Spring 
hats fun but optional. RSVP deadline is May 4 to your 
circle chairperson.

MAY WITH TREY: UNTOLD STORIES OF JESUS
Join Pastor Trey the first two Wednesdays of May as we 
explore stories of Jesus contained outside of the Bible.  
Though these aren’t part of our canonical understanding 
of Jesus, what might we learn by hearing how other 
communities told stories about Jesus?

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS
Sunday capped off a wonderful confirmation season.  
We had thirteen students dedicate the past three 
months to learning and growing in their faith as 
they entered into church membership.  Because 
we believe that faith is a communal practice, their 
parents learned and grew alongside them, attending 
a parent confirmation class each week, and sixteen 
adults accepted the invitation to be mentors to these 
wonderful youth.  We celebrate the five new baptisms 
and eight baptisms remembered in our newest youth.  
Thank you to everyone who mentored, prayed, and 
supported these thirteen youth, and thank you as you 
continue to uplift them as they continue to grow in 
their faith.

Pictured left to right front: Karel Friend, James Seabrook, 
Maci Smith*, Emma Neff*, Aubrey Robichaux*, Richard 
Perez. Back Row: Elijah Ooten, Tamara Coleman, Mack 
Mitchell, Shelby Mitchell*. Not pictured: Ava Cotton, Aidyn 
Cross, and Sara Griffin* (*indicates baptism).

YOUTH BEGIN 4 WEEK STUDY
The youth will be doing a 4 week study on Methodist 
Mission. Each youth will learn from four different guest 
speakers and then will be given a chance to respond 
by doing some sort of mission project during Sunday 
School. Our first speaker will be Tasha from Circle of 
Care. She will be sharing with us what Circle of Care 
does around the state, who it serves, and how we can 
help as a youth group.

SENIOR SUNDAY - MAY 6
All Seniors will be in the foyer from 9:30-10am. Stop 
by and say hello, drop off a card, or grab a cookie. They 
would love to see everyone and get an encouraging 
word from everyone!
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Those of you with a keen sense of hearing may have 
noticed high-pitched bells ringing occasionally on hymns 
since Easter Sunday.  No, you’re not just “hearing things” 
we do indeed have a new set of bells that sit in the organ 
chamber!  This small device, called a Zimbelstern, (which is 
German for “bell-star”) has appeared on pipe organs since 
at least the 16th century.  On elaborate, Baroque-period 
organ cases and fronts, Zimbelsterns were painted wood 
or metal “stars” with bells attached that would spin rapidly 
using air pressure.  If you’ve never seen one before, check 
out this quick YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sfZ0W8H65-k

Our new Zimbelstern was given by an anonymous donor 
in memory of Margaret Hamilton (a former organist of our 
church); and in honor of Elizabeth Farris (who was given the 
title “organist emeritus” upon her retirement for over 30 
years of service to FUMC), and current parishioner, Karen 
Leonard.  We give thanks to God for this delightful addition 
to our worship services and look forward to singing with it 
for years to come!

FUMC VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP
We are gearing up for VBS and need your help to make it 
another fabulous year! Below is a list of needs, can you 
help by donating some of these items?

• Skinny Christmas Trees
• EMPTY Cereal Boxes
• Woodland stuffed animals
• Newspaper
• Elmer’s White Glue
• White, Brown and Green 
     Spray Paint
• Masking Tape
• Sharpies
• Canoes/Kayaks
• Blue Streamers
• Little Tykes Log Cabin

• Brown, Blue, and Green  
     Butcher Paper
 • Wooden Crates
• “Please don’t feed the 
     animals” sign
• Lanterns
• Blue Plastic Table Cloths
• Green Plastic Table Cloths
• Liquid Starch 
• Pool noodles
• Fishing Rods
• Pine Cones

KIDS CAMP SIGN UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps available for 
kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon in July. Children 
entering into first and second grade will attend camp July 
21-22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The 
cost is $192.00.  You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com

We’re excited to host Voyage Mobile Day Camp at our church 
for children ages 7 to 12 this summer and have our very own 
summer camp experience right here at Edmond First United 
Methodist Church, and you’re invited! From June 4th-8th, 
we’ll have 5 days of contagious fun with highly-trained camp 
counselors, incredible activities, in-depth bible studies, and an 
opportunity for outreach in our community. The cost is  $105. 
There are numerous ways -- from inviting your neighbors or 
making lunches to praying for the week or hosting counselors 
in your homes -- to get involved as we minister to kids in 
our community and congregation! There will also be a great 
Family Festival and opportunities for high school students to 
volunteer. Call or email Megan@fumcedmond.org today to 
get involved in this incredible week!  You can register your 
kiddo at www.fumcedmond.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, APRIL 26                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, APRIL 27                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, APRIL 29                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School & Confirmation Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Visioning Committee, 316 M
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
4:00 pm  Admin Council Meeting, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, APRIL 30                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MAY 1                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Trey Witzel
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

APRIL 25
Boxed Lunch

MAY 2
Pizza

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 22, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 184
Worship Service – 9:45 am 46
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 105
Worship Service – 11:00 am 175
Nursery 12

Total 522
Sunday School 268


